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Introductory Notes

This book originated with 19 sermons — Kingdom Bible Studies in End Time Revelation
— written by J. Preston Eby and freely mailed to many believers. When our fellowship group
found some, we got excited. These sermons needed to be compiled into a book and published,
for the blessing of all God’s people! We wrote to Pastor Eby, and he gladly granted us his
permission to do whatever the Lord led us, and even sent us the original text for us to modify.

After a year of rewriting, editing, and compiling into the format that you see, I realized
that the message was incomplete. We had “taken God apart” into seven Spirits, but had failed
to “put Him back together again,” for there is only “... one Spirit... one Lord... one God and
Father of all...” (Eph. 4:4-6) I wrote the final two chapters to do just that.

So this book has two authors. But it’s not as simple as that. Both Pastor Eby and we
believe that the real Author is the Lord Jesus Christ, whose Holy Spirit led us to write every-
thing that is presented here. So to Him belongs all the glory and honor. May His Holy Spirit
speak to you through this work, for we dedicate it all to Him for the growth of His Kingdom.

Much of Brother Eby’s original work was in the “King James English.” I cleaned this up
to take out the “thee’s and thou’s” and make it more understandable to the modern reader,
while still trying to leave as much of the poetic beauty of the King James Version as possible.

One thing I did not change: in the days of King James “men” was commonly used for
“mankind” and understood to include both genders. This is pretty widespread in this book, as
it talks a lot about the “sons of God.” Of course these “sons” are also known as the Bride of
Christ and as the many-membered body of saints with Christ as the head. Thus, it certainly
includes both men and women, for in Christ “there is neither male nor female.” (Gal. 3:28)
So I trust that my dear Readers of the female gender will understand and not take offence.

All that was back in 1994. Since then, Brother Eby has also updated and published his 19
Kingdom Bible Studies on the seven Spirits of God. It is now available on his website: www.
KingdomBibleStudies.org. Of course, his independent update is very different from mine.

As you read, please bear in mind that our goal is not to teach technical knowledge about
God or about religion. God is far too big for us to wrap our human mental facilities around.
Instead, our goal is to discuss the nature and character of God in such a way that avenues of
communication are opened up with the Holy Spirit Himself. He can take these weak and
inadequate words and impart Himself to us, Spirit to spirit. That way, rather than merely
learning about God, we will be learning to know God in an ever-deeper, fuller way. For in
truth, no matter how much we know about God and no matter how well we understand His
wisdom and His ways, “He 1s always bigger than that.”

That has become my lifetime motto. During the year I spent editing and adding to this
work, my own knowledge and relationship with God has grown immeasurably, but more
than ever, “He is always bigger than that.” Indeed, I see better than ever before that His plan
for me, His love for me, His glory, His everything is bigger and better than I could even ask or
imagine. I hope and pray that it will be so for you, dear Reader, as well.



Prayer and Dedication

Our Lord Jesus Christ, King of the universe, Master and absolute Sovereign
over all Your creation, we dedicate this work to You. We ask that you please grant
the following special anointing of Your infinite grace to every Reader:

deliverance from past bondages in spirit, mind, will, emotions, and body,
a transformation of the whole being, quickened by the life of Your Spirit,
a re-sensitized conscience and renewed communion with Your Spirit,

an open heart to receive all that You wish to say through this book,

a forever-more increasing appreciation of and gratitude for Your Spirit,
in reverent awe and wonder, and

a strengthened dedication to yield ourselves totally, for You to accomplish
Your perfect will in and through us by Your seven-fold Holy Spirit.

Thank You! We love You! We give You all praise, glory, and honor for all that
You choose to bring forth through this book and through each Reader.

In Your holy and beautiful name and by Your blood, O Lord Jesus Christ!

Amen.






Chapter 1 - How Does God “Dispense” Sonship?

Ministers of the New Testament
Lev. 17:11; Lk. 22:19-20; Jn. 5:39; 6:53; 7:37-39;
10:10; 2 Cor. 3:6-9; Heb. 8:7-11

“Who also has made us able ministers
of the New Testament, not of the letter, but
of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit
gives life. But if the ministration of death
[the old covenant], written and engraved in
stones, was glorious, so that the children of
Israel could not steadfastly behold the face
of Moses for the glory of his countenance;
which glory was to be done away; how shall
not the ministration of the Spirit be even
more glorious? For if the ministration of
condemnation be glory, much more does the
ministration of righteousness exceed 1n
glory.” (2 Cor. 3:6-9)

These verses contain two important
phrases, “Who has made us able ministers
of the New Testament... of the Spirit” and
“the ministration of... Spirit.”

The New Testament is not the black,
leather-covered book called the Bible, con-
taining four gospels, twenty-one epistles, one
book of history and one of prophecy. That
book is what Paul calls “the letter.” It is the
law, the record, the history which tells us
many things about the historical man called
Jesus, the Son of God. Many Christians
have found the New Testament only in this
realm of “the letter.” They know much
about God, can quote volumes of Scripture,
and articulate persuasively their particular
doctrines and beliefs. To these Christians,
their intellectual understanding of God and

How Does God Dispense Sonship?

the Bible is an end in itself. But the New
Testament is not the Bible. The twenty-
seven books called the New Testament are
merely the letter — the guide given to point
us to the true New Testament, Jesus, the
Christ of God. Never once in Scripture is the
New Testament called a book or referred to
as being written on parchments or paper.

Consider these statements, “And He
took... the cup after supper saying, “This cup
is the New Testament in My blood, which is
shed for you...”” (Lk. 22:19-20) “... God who
also has made us able ministers of the New
Testament, not of the letter, but of the
Spirit...” (2 Cor. 3:5-6) Jesus did not say, “The
Bible is the New Testament.” Nor did Jesus
say, “The New Testament is in the Bible.”
He said, “This [Passover] cup [of wine] is
[represents] the New Testament in My
blood.” The New Testament can be found
only in the blood of Jesus Christ.

One of the redemptive laws of God is,
“I will even set My face against that soul
that eats blood... for the life of the flesh is in
the blood.” (Lev. 17:11) Blood speaks of life,
for physical life is in the blood. The life of
the Son of God comes to us in His blood.
Jesus declared, “Unless you eat the flesh of
the Son of Man, and drink His blood, you
have no life in yourselves. He who eats My
flesh and drinks My blood, has eternal life.”
(Jn. 6:53-54) The New Testament, therefore, is
the very life of Jesus poured out for us and
imparted to us. Of course we do not drink
the physical blood of Christ, which poured
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from His veins on Golgotha 2000 years ago,
but we do drink the life in that blood. That
life 1s the very Spirit of God! Now we can
understand why Jesus cried out, “If any man
thirst, let him come unto Me and drink. He
who believes on Me, as the Scripture has
said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of
living water. (But this He spoke of the Spirit
which they that believe on Him should
receive...)” (Jn. 7:37-39)

The English word “testament” is from
the Greek word “diatheke” which means “a
covenant.” This is translated “testament” 18
times and “covenant” 20 times in the King
James version. With this in mind, we read,
“Behold, the days come, says the Lord,
when I will make a New Covenant with the
house of Israel... I will put my laws into
their minds, and write them in their hearts;
and I will be to them a God, and they shall
be to Me a people. And they shall not teach
every man his neighbor, or every man his
brother, saying, ‘Know the Lord’ for all shall
know Me from the least to the greatest.”
(Heb. 8:8-11) These verses tell us three things
about the New Covenant: (1) God writes it
in our minds and hearts. (2) The essence of
the covenant is that God is our God, and we
are His people. (3) In this New Covenant,
we come to know God. In contrast, the Old
Covenant, “written in letters engraved on
stones,” ministered to the people only a
knowledge about God and His commands,
but not the knowing of God Himself in any
kind of a personal relationship.

The New Testament is not a book; it is
a Person. The New Testament is Jesus.

He said, “Search the Scriptures; for in
them you think you have eternal life; and
they are they which testify of Me. And you
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will not come unto Me, that you might have
life.” (Jn. 5:39-40) Jesus came into the world
to be a demonstration of God-life right here
upon the earth. Jesus said, “I am come that
they might have life, and that they might
have it more abundantly.” (Jn. 10:10) To
“minister the New Testament” does not
mean to preach sermons, doctrines, laws, or
truths about Jesus Christ. To minister the
New Testament is to minister the very life of
God which is in Jesus in the Spirit. “He has
made us able ministers of... the Spirit.”

The word “minister” carries the idea: to
serve, impart, to wait on or give out. As a
member of the new creation you have been
called to be an able minister of the New
Testament, a minister of the Spirit.

The Dispensation of God
Jn. 8:32; 14:17; 16:13; 1 Cor. 3:6; 1 Tim. 1:3-4

This reveals the true purpose of God in
Christ: to dispense Himself into humanity.
“... charge certain men not to teach a differ-
ent doctrine, neither to give heed to fables
and endless genealogies, which minister
questionings, rather than a dispensation of
God which is in faith.” (1 Tim. 1:3-4) This
passage 1s translated more clearly in the
American Standard Version, “... command
certain ones not to teach a different doctrine,
nor to pay attention to false stories and to
genealogies, which end in nothing, but
which furnish questions... rather than a
dispensing of anything by God.” (ditto, ASV)

So, God’s purpose is nothing less than
God dispensing Himself into mankind. God,
who is both almighty and all-inclusive,
intends to dispense not facts or information,
but Himself to us. There is great depth in
this truth, worthy of our meditation.

The Seven Spirits of God



This verse points out the difference
between facts and truth. All of Babylon’s
religions hold to their cold, dead doctrines of
facts about God. But facts are expressive
only of that dead letter of the Word. Facts
can never make you free! Jesus never said,
“You shall know the facts and the facts shall
make you free,” but He did say, “You shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.” (Jn. 8:32) Truth is Spirit.

“When He the Spirit of Truth is come,
He will guide you into all truth.” (Jn. 16:13)
“He is with you, and shall be in you.” (14:17)
You can feed into your mind any amount of
information via the natural senses, but it will
be just so much preaching, teaching, study,
research, facts, until the Spirit life within
brings it forth as an essence in your being.

Oh, brethren! It is not a matter of learn-
ing doctrines! When I was young, I went off
to Bible school and studied all the doctrines,
but they never ministered an ounce of reality
to my spirit. Even in this end-time move of
God, it is so easy to be side-tracked in this
area. One may learn all the end-time teach-
ings, master the terminology the Spirit has
brought forth in the realm of revelation,
understand all about the tribulation, the
beast, the manifested sons, the coming of the
Kingdom, and the various dispensations, but
after all is said and done, there is only one
dispensation which we really need — the
dispensation of God Himself into our lives.

Oh, that we may partake of Him in all
His glorious and eternal reality in the Spirit!
Let us be filled with God Himself — not
merely these dispensational doctrines. Let us
not walk among men as dispensers of fables,
genealogies, facts, doctrines (even good son-
ship doctrines), theories of some pre-Adamic
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creation, nor yet of the ages to come, but
rather let us be dispensers of the life of God
in Christ. Learn how to contact and follow
the Holy Spirit the whole day through. Let
us exercise our spirits to be full of the Holy
Spirit rather than just exercising our minds
to memorize and understand some teaching.
Yes, we need to be taught right doctrine. But
let us settle it once for all in our hearts that
God calls, qualifies, and empowers us,
to dispense His new covenant — a covenant
expressed not in a written document, but in
a spiritual bond; for the written Ilaw
condemns to death, but the Spirit gives life.”
(2 Cor. 3:6, NEB)

The Tree of Life
and the Tree of Death
Gen. 2:8-9, 16-17; Ezk. 36:25-27; Mat. 7:20-23; 23:25-
28; Lk. 17:20-21; Jn. 1:1-4; 14:16-17; 17:23; Rom.
8:5-6, 13; 2 Cor. 4:3-4, 18; Gal. 2:20; 6:8; Eph. 2:1-2;
Col. 1:27; Heb. 2:14; 1 Jn. 1:1-2; 4:4, 6; Rev. 2:7

That God’s eternal purpose has been to
dispense Himself into us can be seen from
the very beginning in the Garden of Eden.
God is there seen forming man as the center
of His creation for the purpose of expressing
Himself. (See Gen. 1:26-29 and 2:7-25) “And the
Lord God planted a garden eastward in
Eden; and there He put the man whom He
had formed. And out of the ground made
the Lord God to grow every tree... the tree
of life also in the midst of the garden, and
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.
... And the Lord God commanded the man,
saying, of every tree of the garden you may
freely eat, But of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil, you shall not eat of it; for
in the day that you eat thereof you shall
surely die.” (Gen. 2:8-9, 16-17)

11



In order to understand God’s purpose,
we must be thoroughly clear about these two
trees and what they represent. What does
the tree of life signify? Most assuredly it
represents a realm of life beyond what Adam
already possessed. Adam already had perfect
human life, and it was not necessary for him
to eat fruit from the “tree of life” in order to
perpetuate that human life. The only thing
that could cause the termination of his
human life was eating fruit of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. God did not
say to Adam, “You must eat of the tree of
life so you won’t die,” but rather, “In the
day that you eat of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil you shall die.” Therefore,
the life offered to man in the tree of life is a
higher kind of life than the human life Adam
possessed. It is — dare we say it? — God-life.

One thing is certain: the tree of life in
Eden was not just a natural, physical tree.
To Adam and Eve it may have appeared so,
for in their childlike simplicity and naiveté,
they probably saw only the outward form.
But God has always spoken in parables
using physical things as symbols, that we
may comprehend spiritual truths of a reality
that transcends this physical realm.

One of the Scripture’s exceedingly great
and precious promises to the overcomer is,
“To him who overcomes will I give to eat of
the tree of life, which is in the midst of the
paradise of God.” (Rev. 2:7) This is the same
tree of life to which Adam lost access in the
Fall. It imparts more than the never-ending
perfect human life which Adam could have
retained simply by refusing to eat of the tree
of death. This tree of life lifts man up from
the realm of humanity and infuses him with
divine life, even the life of God in Christ.
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No physical tree can give this heavenly
life, for that which is physical is not of
divine substance, “... for the things which
are seen are temporal, but the things which
are not seen are eternal.” (2 Cor. 4:18) No
natural tree can impart spiritual life, for no
natural tree is spiritual in its properties.
Jesus is not only our life today, but He has
always, even from the beginning, been the
life of God Himself made available to man.

Has God-life ever been accessible from
any source other than Christ? John’s answer
to that question is clear, “In the beginning
was the Word, and the Word was with God,
and the Word was God. The same was in
the beginning with God... In Him was life,
and the life was the light of men.” (Jn. 1:1-4)
And again, “That which was from the begin-
ning, which we have heard, which we have
seen with our eyes, which we have looked
upon, and our hands have handled, of the
Word of Life; for the life was manifested,
and we have seen it, and show unto you that
eternal life, which was with the Father and
was manifested unto us.” (1 Jn. 1:1-2) This
tree of life in the beginning was nothing less
than the life of God in Christ made available
to Adam and all mankind.

When fruit is eaten, it first enters the
stomach where it is digested. The nutrients
are then absorbed into the bloodstream. The
blood then carries the nutrients and delivers
them to each cell of the body. Thus the life
in the fruit is ministered to the body, and the
whole body becomes literally filled with the
life-giving properties of the fruit.

In this we see the picture of what God
has desired for men from the beginning —
that man would eat the fruit from the tree of
life which is the life of God in Christ, and

The Seven Spirits of God



thus display Christ to the rest of creation.
God intends to so dispense Himself into
man that man will express God as the center
of the whole universe. That is the only way
mankind could ever fulfill his commission to
“rule over” the rest of God’s creation. (See
Gen. 1:26)

But what actually happened to man?
The mystery of this is revealed to us by the
symbolism of the second tree, the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. This tree repre-
sents the realm of the carnal mind under the
influence of Satan. The second tree brings
death because it is the very source of death,
just as the first tree is the source of divine
life. Scripture is clear about the instrument
of death, “To be carnally minded is death,
but to be spiritually minded is life and peace;
because the carnal mind is enmity against
God, for it is not subject to the law of God,
neither indeed can be. For if you live after
the flesh, you shall die.” (Rom. 8:5-6, 13)
Again, “He who sows to his flesh shall of
the flesh reap corruption. But he who sows
to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life ever-
lasting.” (Gal. 6:8) Satan is “... him who had
the power of death.” (Heb. 2:14) Jesus also
made this plain when He said, “The thief
[Satan] comes not, but for to steal, and kill,
and to destroy; I am come that they might
have life.” (Jn. 10:10) The Scripture is clear
that the power of death was in the hands of
Satan, and it was his desire to rule by that
power. However, death cannot be dispensed
into man except through the agency of the
carnal mind — knowledge. This is why the
tree is “the knowledge of good and evil.”
Thus, from the beginning of time, these two
trees represent two sources — one, the source
of life, and the other, the source of death.

How Does God Dispense Sonship?

As we know, Adam chose to take the
second source, the tree of knowledge, into
himself. This was not a matter of merely
doing something wrong. No! It was much
more serious than just transgressing a law or
breaking a commandment. The significance
of Adam eating the fruit from the tree of
knowledge was that he actually took some-
thing into himself; he received the influence
or “spirit” of Satan into himself. Since Satan
had the power of death, the fruit of the tree
of knowledge could only minister death to
Adam if something of Satan was injected
into it. Satan injected the poison of his own
realm of death into that fruit! That the tree
was under Satan’s jurisdiction is clear, for
Satan introduced the tree to Eve, beguiling
her. Adam and Eve ingested that poison of
death from the fruit, producing death. That
same poison has since been transmitted by
inherited nature to all Adam’s descendants,
subsequently working death in each one.

Oh, this is not a small matter! Few
Christians realized the fall of Adam in such
a way. Satan injected the poison of his own
nature of sin and death into the fruit of that
tree. This is why God warned Adam that if
he ate of it he would surely die. Through the
fruit, Satan entered into Adam and became
a part of him. Through the activity of the
carnal mind, the poison of Satan’s own dark
nature became operative in man.

Since Satan and man became one
through the second tree, Satan is no longer
outside of man, but in man. Now you can
see that the fall of man was not just a matter
of man committing something against God,
but of man receiving something into his
body, into himself. From the time of the
Fall, Satan dwells in man.
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We have had the false god in us! It
came as a revelation to me when I saw what
I knew already of saints — that the Holy
Spirit lives in us. But then I read that if the
Holy Spirit is in the children of God, there is
also a spirit in the children of the devil. John
wrote, “We are of God, little children...
because greater is He who is in you than he
who is in the world.” (1 Jn. 4:4) Then two
verses later, John clearly identifies these two
spirits which are in the saints and sinners,
“We are of God; he who knows God hears
us; he who 1s not of God does not hear us.
Hereby we know the Spirit of Truth and the
spirit of error.” (1 Jn. 4:6) So the satanic spirit,
the spirit of error (deception), the spirit of
“the lie,” dwells in unredeemed mankind.

This was new light to me — a whole
new orientation. Most of us think of our-
selves as unredeemed “selves” until Christ
comes in and takes over. But Paul says this,
“And you were dead in trespasses and sins,
wherein in time past you walked according
... to the prince of the power of the air, the
spirit that now works in the children of
disobedience.” (Eph. 2:1-2) Satan had so
concealed and disguised himself in mankind
that we think of ourselves as autonomous
independent selves. But the truth is that all
humans are containers — containers of spirit.

We are vessels. The crucial distinction
1s, which god is in the vessel? Paul says of
unbelievers, “But if our gospel be hid, it is
hid to them who are lost, in whom the god
of this world has blinded the minds of them
which believe not.” (2 Cor. 4:3-4) Because the
body is the container of the spirit, and
because we humans have become containers
of that false, unclean spirit of error (Satan),
Jesus said of human-kind, “That which
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comes out of the man, that defiles the man.
For from within, out of the heart of men,
proceed the evil thoughts and fornications,
thefts, murders, adulteries, covetousness,
wickedness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil
eye, blasphemy, pride, foolishness; all these
evil things come from within...” (Mk. 7:20-23)
This greatly simplifies salvation, for it is
first and foremost a change of gods, not a
change of vessels which contain Him. And
not a change of gods over us, but a change
of gods within. Now we can see why God is
so interested in dispensing Himself into us!
As this truth sinks deep within our
being, how much clearer is our entire vision
of that which God i1s working within.
Through the prophet Ezekiel, the Lord said,
“I will sprinkle clean water upon you, and
you shall be clean; I will cleanse you from
all your filthiness and from your idols. A
new heart also I will give you, and a new
spirit I will put within you; and I will take
away the stony heart out of your flesh... and
I will put My Spirit within you, and cause
you to walk in My statutes.” (Ezk. 36:25-27)
Throughout Scripture, we find that God
is not so concerned about the external, but
with the internal. The Pharisees are a prime
example. Jesus said, “Woe to you, scribes
and Pharisees, pretenders — hypocrites! for
you clean the outside of the cup and of the
platter, but within you are full of extortion —
prey, spoil, plunder — and grasping self-
indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean
the inside of the cup and of the plate, so that
the outside may be clean also... You are like
tombs that have been white-washed, which
look beautiful on the outside, but inside are
full of dead men’s bones and everything
impure. Just so, you also outwardly seem to
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people to be just and upright, but inside you
are full of pretense and lawlessness and
Iniquity.” (Mat. 23:25-28, AMP)

Of the new-creation man, the Word
asserts, “I am crucified with Christ; never-
theless I live; yet not I, but Christ lives in
me.” (Gal. 2:20) “Christ in you, the hope of
glory.” (Col. 1:27) “I will pray the Father, and
He shall give you another Comforter, that
He may abide with you forever; even the
Spirit of Truth; whom the world cannot
receive, because it sees Him not, neither
knows Him; but you know Him; for He
dwells with you [in Jesus], and shall be in
you.” (Jn. 14:16-17) “The Kingdom of God
comes not with observation; for, behold, the
Kingdom of God is within you.” (Lk. 17:20-
21) “I in them, and You in Me... that the
world may know... that You have loved
them, as You have loved Me.” (Jn. 17:23)
This is the tree of life — God in Christ in us!

Three Steps in God’s
Dispensation
2 Cor. 13:14

The process in this communication of
God to man has three aspects: “the grace of
the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit, be
with you all.” (2 Cor. 13:14) Here we have the
love of the Father, the grace of the Son, and
the communion of the Holy Spirit. What are
these? Who are the Father, the Son, and the
Spirit? Are these three different Gods? Let
me ask, are love, grace and communion
three different items? Not at all. Love, grace
and communion are one element with three
steps (aspects): love is the source, grace is
love expressed, and communion (fellowship)
1s love realized and received through grace.

How Does God Dispense Sonship?

Likewise, God, Christ, and the Holy
Spirit are all one God expressed in three
progressive manifestations of Himself: God
as the Father is the source, Christ is God
expressed, and the Holy Spirit is God in
Christ transmitted into man. Thus, the Holy
Spirit is God revealed and received by man.
These three aspects of God become three
successive steps in the process of dispensing
God into man that man may express God
through his person. Without these three
stages, God’s essence could never be dis-
pensed into man. The dispensation of God is
developed from the Father, through the Son,
and by the Holy Spirit.

From the Father
Jn. 1:18; 1 Cor. 8:6; Eph. 4:6; Col. 1:15;
1 Tim. 6:16; James 1:17

God the Father is the universal source of all
things. Paul tells us, “But to us there is but
one God, the Father, of [from] whom are all
things.” (1 Cor. 8:6) In the Hebrew and Greek
language, “father” is used in various senses:
as the begetter or progenitor of an individual
(Prov. 23:22; Zech. 13:3; Lk. 1:67), as the head of
a household or ancestral family (Gen. 24:40;
Ex. 6:14), as an ancestor (Gen. 28:13; Jn. 8:53),
as a founder of a nation (Mat. 3:9) or founder
of a class or profession (Gen. 4:20-21), as a
protector (Job 29:16; Ps. 68:5), as the source of
something (Eph. 1:17), and as a term of
respect (2 Kings 5:13; Acts 7:2). God, as Father,
1s thus the source and head of all things.
Scripture says there is “one God and Father
of all who i1s above all, and through all, and
in all.” (Eph. 4:6) Further, everything from
His hand is good. “Every good gift and
every perfect gift is from above, and comes
down from the Father of lights.” (James 1:17)
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But God the Father is both invisible
and unapproachable. “Who alone possesses
immortality and dwells in unapproachable
light; whom no man has seen, nor can see;
to Him be all honor and eternal dominion.”
(1 Tim. 6:16) John said of Him, “No man has
seen God at any time...” (Jn. 1:18) Jesus is
“the [visible] image of the invisible God.”
(Col. 1:15) How can we possibly know such
an invisible and unapproachable Father?
How can we see the Invisible? How can we
have a relationship with the Unapproachable?

Through the Son
Isa. 9:6; Jn. 1:1; 5:30; 8:28; 10:30; 14:6-10;
Col. 1:19; 2:9; Heb. 10:5

The second step in the dispensation of
God to man is found in the manifestation of
God as the Son. Formerly, it was impossible
for man to know the Father, for from the
time when Adam and Eve were driven forth
from His presence, mankind was shut out
from any vital relationship with Him. He
was exclusively God and His nature was
exclusively divine. There was no bridging of
the gap between God and man, not because
of a deficiency on God’s part, but due to the
deficiency on man’s part.

For natural minds to comprehend
things spiritual is equally as impossible as
for worms of the earth to comprehend things
human. Humans are of a different order
from worms. Worms may see men and may
observe their movements, yet there is no
common ground of knowledge. The worm
has no comprehension of what it sees. It can
discern only things pertaining to its own
realm. It has positively no understanding of
the ways of man or of the meaning of his
movements, words, or habits.
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Likewise, God is of a higher order than
fallen mortals. There is no common ground
of knowledge. Humans are totally incapable
of comprehending that which pertains to
that higher order. So, until God, through
His own infinite ability, manifests Himself
on a level in which He can communicate
with man, it is impossible for man to have
any real understanding, either of God, or of
His wisdom or ways. So in His redemptive
process, God sovereignly acted to make
Himself available to man. Love did this!

An individual becomes significant only
by differentiation from another. A universal
becomes comprehensible by its particular
forms. For example, what is electricity? I
don’t know. But I know light, and heat, and
power. They are “manifested electricity.” So
the invisible, unapproachable God, of whom
Paul said, “No man has seen nor can see,”
has become manifested to us as redemptive
love. He came into visible form. So the first
manifestation of God is His “only begotten
Son.” Through His divine arrangement, the
Father put Himself into the Son, in order to
make Himself known unto man. Thus we
find that all the fullness of the Father dwells
in the Son (Col. 1:19; 2:9) and 1s expressed
through the Son. (Jn. 1:18) The Father, as the
inexhaustible source of everything, is
embodied in the Son. The incomprehensible
God is now expressed in Christ, the Word of
God (Jn. 1:1); the invisible God is revealed in
Christ, the very image of God (Col. 1:15), and
the Son is even called the Father. (Isa. 9:6)

Our space-time realm is very limiting,
at least compared to God’s dwelling place in
eternity. But God limited Himself to fit here.
Jesus Christ is the fullest possible expression
of the Father into our space-time realm.
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It is for this reason that only through
the Son we can know God as the Father.
The Son, the particular One, manifests the
universal One to us as the living Father. “No
man comes unto the Father but by Me.” (Jn.
14:6) Those who seek a way to God apart
from the Son, cannot know Him personally.
He remains impersonal to them, as in such
religions as Buddhism and Hinduism. This
1s the key when talking of God to those of
other faiths or no faith. To them He is just a
theory or at best an impersonal entity. To us,
through our relationship with the Lord Jesus
Christ His manifested Son, God has become
our personal Father, the Father of the Son,
our Father in the Son. Experience is the best
answer to theory. “He who has seen Me, has
seen the Father,” Jesus said.

Jesus is the full expression of God. He
is God, expressed. “No man has seen God
at any time; the only begotten Son, which is
in the bosom of the Father, He has declared
Him.” (Jn. 1:18) The Amplified Bible renders
this verse, “No man has ever seen God at
any time; the only unique Son... who is in
the bosom of the Father, He has declared
Him - He has revealed Him, brought Him
out where He can be seen; ... He has made
Him known.” The marginal rendering in the
Scofield Bible expresses the true meaning
from the Greek, “The only begotten Son has
led Him forth, that is, into full revelation.”

God the Father put Himself into His
Son Jesus in order to make Himself visible,
comprehensible, and available to man.

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a
Son 1s given... His name shall be called...
Mighty God, Everlasting Father...” (Isa. 9:6)
It does not say “mighty man,” but Mighty
God. A little child is called the Mighty God!

How Does God Dispense Sonship?

All Christians agree with the prophecy of
this verse. The child mentioned here refers
to the child born in the stable in Bethlehem
who is not only named Jesus, but also the
Mighty God and the Everlasting Father. As
a child born to us, He is called the Mighty
God; as a Son given to us, He is called the
Everlasting Father (the Father who dwells in
eternity, or the Father of all the ages).

This 1s very strange, is it not? When the
child is called the Mighty God, is He the
child or God? And, when the Son is called
the Everlasting Father, 1s He the Son or the
Father? If you try to figure it out, you cannot
do it. You must take it as a fact, unless, of
course, you do not believe the Scriptures. If
you believe the authority of the Scriptures,
you must accept the truth that the child is
the Mighty God; and the Son is the Father.

Then, how many Gods do we have?
We have only one God, because the child
Jesus is the Mighty God and the Son is the
Everlasting Father. Truly, He is the Father in
the majesty of His power and in the holiness
of His nature, expressed in our realm. He is
all that God is, on display in human form.

When Jesus came, He came to take the
place of Adam — to fulfill the eternal purpose
of God for man to become the expression of
God to the whole universe. As man, His first
emphasis or principle was, “I will be a man
fulfilling the divine plan, living my life
wholly unto God.” His first consideration
was not evangelistic — that 1s, toward man.
His first consideration was towards God. “I
will live unto God; I will live by God the
Father; I will draw upon His life; I will be a
vessel filled with God; I will manifest Him,
reveal Him. I will not do anything on my
own; I will not initiate anything. I will not
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show how much I can do, how much I
know, how much power I have. I will not
display My own attributes. Though I am a
human vessel, a human personality, yet God
the Father will be in Me, living out His life,
His nature, His will in Me.” That is sonship!

Jesus said, “A body have you prepared
Me.” (Heb. 10:5) He was thus saying, “I have
a means of expressing God in, through, and
to humanity.” A body is for expression. If I
never moved my hands, or my mouth, or
my eyes, you never would know what I was
thinking. But having a body, I am able to
express what I am through these features.

Normally, a being can only express
itself to its own kind. But Jesus had a choice,
as He is both God and man. He could have
expressed Himself. But at the beginning of
His ministry, He chose the more noble way.
He said, “I will not express what I am; I'll
express what God is.” That is sonship!

Jesus said on another occasion, “I do
nothing of Myself.” (Jn. 5:30) That is contrary
to what we have thought. We have thought,
“Jesus could do anything!” Yet He insisted,
“I can of my own self do nothing; as I hear I
judge...” (Jn. 8:28) In essence He was saying,
“My judgments are just, because I judge no
one. My Father judges, and My Father never
makes a mistake. He knows what’s going
on. I just listen for His judgment and as I
hear, I judge, and My judgment is just, for it
is not Mine, but My Father’s judgment.”

Again Jesus said, “Do you not believe
that I am in the Father and the Father in
Me? The words that I speak unto you, I
speak not of Myself;, but the Father that
dwells in me, He does the works.” (Jn. 14:10)
You could ask the Lord Jesus, “Where are
you going?” He would answer, “T'll go
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wherever My Father goes. My Father is at
work here, and I work His work. I don’t stop
and consider before I take a journey. ‘Now
I’'m going to Capernaum, and then I'll go to
Galilee, and later across the river.” No, no. I
never anticipate anything. I just walk as My
Father walks. He guides Me this way then
that way, and I gladly follow His lead, for it
is not I but My Father who lives in Me.”

This 1s the way He was living His life,
moment by moment. He had no desire to do
anything — except the Father’s will. He had
no desire to perpetuate anything. He had no
personal ambitions. He was neither trying to
build His own kingdom, nor tear down the
established government of the day. When
the Father changed directions, He changed
directions. When the Father was finished
with something, He was finished with it.
When the Father passed something by, He
passed it by. When it looked as if the people
were about to set Him up as their king, He
said, “My hour has not yet come. I can’t
anticipate anything. I can’t jump ahead of
schedule.” So He walked away from them.

Here is another thing Jesus said when
He came into the world: “I delight to do
Your will, O God.” (Ps. 40:8) Jesus never
stopped to consider if He was going to be
understood or misunderstood. He never
stopped to worry if He was going to suffer.
He never stopped to fret about whether He
was going to die. He knew that as long as
He walked in the will of His Father, nobody
could take His life from Him prematurely
because it was the Father’s life. Whatever
His Father willed moment by moment, that
was all He could will. “I come to do Your
will, oh God.” (Heb. 10:7, 9)

This is sonship!
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By the Spirit
1 Sam. 10:10; 16:14; Jn. 1:32-34; 3:34; 4:24; 7:37-39;
14:16-18; 16:7; Acts 1:4-5, 8; Rom. 8:9; 1 Cor. 15:45;
2 Cor. 3:17; Gal. 4:6; Heb. 1:5

However, as marvelous as it is to
behold the Father in the Son, God cannot
come into us through the Son. We still need
a further stage, a third and final step, for
God to dispense Himself into man. We see
what God is like by looking at Christ Jesus,
but that doesn’t put God in Christ into us.
Let’s be more specific. Now that we know
God’s purpose is to dispense Himself into
man, we must discern what God is in order
to know what He is dispensing. What is His
substance? Of course we know the answer,
but how fundamentally important it is!

Jesus uttered that profound three-word
statement, “God is Spirit.” (Jn. 4:24) The very
essence of the almighty, all-inclusive God is
simply Spirit. All that is in the Father is in
the Son, and all that is in the Father and the
Son is the eternal Spirit — the Holy Spirit.

“Now the Lord is that Spirit, and where
the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.”
(2 Cor. 3:17) According to our understanding,
who is the Lord? We all agree that the Lord
1s Jesus Christ. But it says the Lord is that
Spirit. Who is the Spirit? We have to admit
that the Spirit must be the Holy Spirit of
God. Therefore, the Son is called the Father,
and the Son — our Lord Jesus Christ — is also
the Holy Spirit. This means the Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit are one.

To further illustrate how this is so, I
borrow the following illustration from
another brother (who prefers anonymity).
When I came across it, my spirit leaped
within me as the Holy Spirit bore witness to
my spirit of the wonderful truth of it.

How Does God Dispense Sonship?

I quote, “If you buy a watermelon,
your intention is to eat and digest this
melon. In other words, your intention is to
work this melon into you. How can this be
done? Firstly, you buy the whole melon;
secondly, you cut it into slices; and then,
thirdly, before this melon enters your
stomach, you chew it until it becomes juice.
The sequence is: melon, slices, and finally
juice. Are these three different things or just
one?

“I believe this is a good illustration of
the three aspects of God. Most melons are
larger than your stomach. How can you
swallow a large melon when your mouth is
so small and your throat is so slender?
Before it can become the proper size for you
to eat, it must be cut into slices. Then, as it is
eaten, it becomes juice. Are the slices not the
melon? And is the juice not the melon? If we
say they are not, we must be ignorant.

“The Father is illustrated by the whole
melon; the Son by the slices; and finally, the
Spirit by the juice. Now you see the point.
The Father is not only the Father, but also
the Son. And the Son is not only the Son,
but is also the Spirit.”

Thus the melon 1s also the slices to eat
and the juice flowing down our throats. The
melon disappears after it is eaten. Originally,
the melon was on the table, all contained
within itself, as all of God was originally
contained in the eternal Father. Then the
slices revealed what was inside the melon
even as Christ revealed the fullness of the
Father. Finally, the juice enters into us as we
eat it, so that all that is in the melon, though
now invisible, is in us, to become life to us,
just as God enters into us through His Spirit,
bringing all that God in Christ is, into us.
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Now our spirits can breathe deeply of
the sublimity of the truth revealed by Jesus
when He said, “And I will pray the Father,
and He shall give you another Comforter,
that He may abide with you forever; even
the Spirit of Truth... you know Him; for He
dwells with you, and shall be in you. I will
not leave you comfortless; I will come to
you.” (Jn. 14:16-18) Surely Paul spoke of the
fulfillment of that promise of Christ to return
as the Holy Spirit when he wrote to the
Corinthians, “And so it 1s written, the first
man Adam was made a living soul; the last
Adam was made a quickening [life-giving]
Spirit.” (1 Cor. 15:45) This is why the Holy
Spirit 1s spoken of this way: “And because
you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts, crying, ‘Abba,
Father.”” (Gal. 4:6) And again, “But you are
not in the flesh, but in the Spirit, if indeed
the Spirit of God dwells in you. But if any-
one does not have the Spirit of Christ, he
does not belong to Him.” (Rom. 8:9)

God has always been Spirit. But for-
merly, God contained His Spirit within
Himself. He did not share it. Angels do not
have God’s Spirit although they are spirit
beings. Their spirit is of a different order
than the Spirit of God, for, “Unto which of
the angels said He at any time, you are My
Son, this day have I begotten you?” (Heb. 1:5)
Angels are not born of God’s Spirit and
therefore are not of the same substance as
God. They are created spirits, but they have
an entirely different kind of spirit life. God
had not shared the uniqueness of His own
Spirit with any other being until Jesus.

In the Old Testament, the anointings of
God’s Spirit came and went, fell and lifted.
The Spirit was never completely “given” to
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any man — prophet, priest, or king. This is
why we read such statements as these, “And
when they came to the hill, behold, a com-
pany of prophets met him; and the Spirit of
God came upon him [Saul, before becoming
the king], and he prophesied among them.”
(1 Sam. 10:10) But later, “... the Spirit of the
Lord departed from Saul.” (1 Sam. 16:14)

When God initiated His great plan to
dispense His Spirit fully into man, Jesus was
the first to so receive, and during His earthly
ministry, the dispensation of God’s Spirit
was limited to Him alone.

John recognized this when he baptized
Jesus in the Jordan. “John bore witness,
saying, ‘I saw the Spirit descending from
heaven like a dove, and it abode upon Him.
And I did not recognize Him; but He who
sent me to baptize with water said to me,
“Upon whom you shall see the Spirit
descending and remaining on Him, the same
1s He who baptizes with the Holy Spirit.”
And I have seen, and have borne witness
that this is the Son of God.”” (Jn. 1:32-34)
Jesus said, “For He whom God has sent
speaks the words of God; for He gives the
Spirit without measure unto Him.” (Jn. 3:34)

Jesus pointed forward to a day when
the Spirit which was upon Him would be
poured forth into His whole body, the
church. He told His disciples that it was
necessary for Him to go away before this
could happen. “Nevertheless, I tell you the
truth; it is better for you that I go away; for if
I go not away, the Comforter will not come
unto you; but if I depart, I will send Him
unto you.” (Jn. 16:7) After His ascension, He
commanded the eleven to wait in Jerusalem
for this promise of the Father, the power of
the Spirit, which would literally fill them.
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This truth is worthy of deep meditation
and prayer. Jesus was telling these dis-
traught men that His going away would
mean the coming of the Spirit. He told them
plainly that it was actually better for them
that the Spirit should come to them, than
that He Himself should remain with them.
How deeply this needs to impress us!
Blessed and marvelous beyond description
was His own presence and ministry among
them; yet far more blessed would be the
ministry and presence of the Spirit within
them. Jesus was Emmanuel, God with us.
But what unspeakable glory to experience
the coming of the Spirit, which is God in us!

This does not depreciate Jesus in any
sense, for He is the Spirit. He assured His
disciples, “And He [the Father| shall give
you another Comforter, that He may abide
with you forever; even the Spirit of Truth,
whom the world cannot receive, because it
sees Him not, neither knows Him; but you
know Him; for He dwells with you [as
Jesus], and shall be in you.” (Jn. 14:16-17)

Wonderful as was the presence of
Christ in the world, that physical presence
cannot be compared to the magnificent glory
of the Spirit of Christ dwelling in the heart of
man. No outward manifestation of power or
glory can take the place of His indwelling
presence! It is from within and not from
without that the work of transformation is to
be carried forward from glory to glory until
we shine in that same image of Christ.
Though Christ had walked and talked with
His disciples, eating with them, praying with
them, teaching them, demonstrating the
mighty works of God among them and even
giving them power to heal the sick and cast
out devils in His name, yet at the time of His

How Does God Dispense Sonship?

departure, there was but little sign of any real
work of transformation within them. All was
by grace. Peter was still capable of cursing
like a sailor and lying like the devil! Judas
was still capable of stealing, fraud, and
becoming a traitor. In the face of a little
pressure, they were all capable of forsaking
Him and running away in fear and despair.
They were still very natural, carnal men, as
almost all Old Testament saints had been.
God in Christ had indeed dwelt among
them, but up to that point, He was definitely
not dwelling in them.

Transformation does not take place
from without. It must come from within. All
the evil in the world today, even as Jesus
said, comes from within the evil heart of
man. Therefore, since all evil begins within
and not without, transformation must begin
within and not without. A man who makes
his New Year’s resolutions to change and
reform his habits may have an outward
change, usually only temporary, while his
heart remains unchanged. But the man who
ceases his sinfulness and carnality because
his heart is changed, is changed from within
and is indeed a new-creation man.

Herein then lies the first and greatest
blessing of the coming of the Holy Spirit.
Jesus had been with them, but now He
would be in them, changing, transforming,
and renewing them from within. Jesus
would become the dispensation of God into
man by the Spirit. How wonderful it must
have been to walk the hills of Judea and the
sandy shores of the Sea of Galilee with Jesus
by their side! How much more wonderful it
is that Christ by the Holy Spirit now dwells
within us, bringing forth that same image of
Christ and glory of the Father in our lives!
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The All-Sufficiency of the Spirit

Rom. 8:1-2; Gal. 5:16; Eph. 5:18; 1 Jn. 17

If you truly desire to be an overcomer
in this hour, here is a most wonderful key.
“... If we walk in the light as He is in the
light, we have fellowship one with another,
and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son
cleanses us from all sin.” (1 Jn. 1:7) There is a
way for the Lord’s people to be freed from
all sin! “If we walk in the light.” How? “As
He is in the light.” To walk in the light as He
is in the light, means to expose ourselves to
the Spirit even as He exposes Himself to the
Father. There is a vital principle here.

Here is one way to express it: “There is
therefore now no condemnation to them
who are in Christ Jesus, who walk not after
the flesh, but after the Spirit. For the Law of
the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus has made
me free from the law of sin and death.”
(Rom. 8:1-2) What makes me free from the
law of sin and death? The Law of the Spirit
of Life sets me free. Life swallows up death!
Light dispels darkness!

But haven’t we always had it turned
around in our thinking? Haven’t we always
been struggling to “die” so we can live? How
often have we said, “If somehow I can get
rid of my ‘old man,’ if I can just conquer this
habit, this nature, this temper, this lust,
this... this... this... then I shall be able to
have the life of Christ manifested in me.”
We have been trying to get rid of sin so we
can have righteousness. We have tried to get
rid of death so we can have life. We have
worked at eradicating from our lives all the
darkness so we can walk in the light. But
friend, we have been putting the cart before
the horse. That is like saying, “I will stand in
this dark room and rebuke the darkness, and
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when I finally manage to get all the darkness
out, I will have some light.” You can rebuke
the darkness until you fall dead on the floor,
but it will never leave until you turn on the
light. There is no vacuum machine that can
suck up darkness, no chemical that can wash
it away, no force that can move it.

The problem is not to get rid of the
darkness, but to produce the light. The law
of light is that it always dispels darkness. It
never fails! So if you have been trying to get
rid of the darkness in you, the carnality in
you, by rebuking it, fighting it, struggling
with it, trying to reform it, praying to be
delivered from it, having hands laid on you
for it... forget it! None of those things can
remove the darkness in us. Only the light
can do that. Brother, sister, let the light shine
in your life, expose yourself to the mighty
presence of the Holy Spirit in your life. You
can’t take death out of a corpse to make it
live, but put life in it, and it will live! In
exactly the same way, the Law of the Spirit
of Life working in you will make you free
from the other law of sin and death.

The light is turned on as we yield to the
Spirit. The way to learn to yield to the Spirit
1s first of all to be filled with the Spirit. I am
not speaking of merely receiving an initial
experience of the baptism in the Spirit and
speaking in tongues. I speak of being con-
stantly in that state of being full of the Spirit.
Paul says, “And be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess; but be filled with the
Spirit.” (Eph. 5:18) The Amplified Bible reads,
“And do not get drunk with wine, for that is
debauchery; but ever be filled and stimulated
with the Holy Spirit.” This is true to the
Greek; this verb tense requires that you be
constantly and continuously filled.
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I have had that experience of facing the
pressures of everyday living until the vital
presence of God has been crowded out of
my life. This has usually happened when I
failed to give myself daily to prayer and
praise, to the Word of God, and fellowship
with the body of Christ. When we spend all
our spare time visiting with friends on the
carnal plane, reading the newspaper, watch-
ing television, tinkering with hobbies, and
any number of other activities which may
not be wrong in themselves, we crowd the
Spirit out of our lives, and our lives are filled
with earthly things. Once in a while, we
spend a few minutes in prayer, or in God’s
Word, or in fellowship with some brother or
sister, or in some dead meeting, and then we
wonder why we have no power in our lives
and why we are not overcomers.

There is a law of life that must be at
work in us. But you don’t really need to be
concerned about the law of life, you just
need the life. The law works naturally.
When the life is there — the law will work.
When the law of life 1s working in us, death
and darkness are swallowed up or put out of
commission in us.

Seek life! If the glorious presence of
God — the Spirit — can keep me in a spiritual
state of overcoming life for ten minutes, or
for two hours, or for three days, then that
same anointing of His life within can keep
me in that state of victory for as long as I
maintain the flow of His life.

It’s a bit like a fine musical instrument.
As long as it remains in perfect tune, it
sounds glorious, but trust me, the musician
is always alert to the sound. If it gets the
slightest bit out of tune, it will sound awful!
A good musician never lets that happen.

How Does God Dispense Sonship?

In the same way, the saint is ever aware
of the indwelling Spirit — ever eager to keep
his life “in tune” with whatever the Holy
Spirit is saying. He senses it immediately if
the Holy Spirit wants to change direction,
knowing that awareness of the Spirit is his
life! The saint’s joy is to do whatever pleases
God, knowing that God’s plan for my life is
far better than any personal pleasures I may
seek. In such an attitude of awareness of the
Spirit’s presence and leading, there is no
room for grieving the Spirit.

This is the unfailing key to victory and
overcoming. Maintain the flow of the full-
ness of His presence, and you will have little
trouble with the flesh. This is the law of the
Spirit. It works! As Paul said, “This I say
then, walk in the Spirit, and you shall not
fulfill the works of the flesh.” (Gal. 5:16) It’s
just that simple. In plain English, this means
stay full of the Holy Spirit.

How? How does a baby learn to walk?
He doesn’t focus on the falls; he remembers
those short successes and works to repeat
them. You can’t tell him how; he just needs
to do it. It is the same here. I can’t tell you
how to walk with God. Just do it.

Well, perhaps I can give you a few
helps along the way, such as:

» Daily and continually giving yourself
to prayer and praise (preferably alone).

* Immersion in the Word of God (not
superficial reading, but diligent study).

* Fellowship with God’s saints in the
deeper things of God.

* Conforming the word of your own
testimony to harmonize with the promises of
Scripture. (“I am not a sinner any more. I
am a redeemed, forgiven, saved, justified,
sanctified son of God.”)
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* Constant awareness of the presence of
the living Christ within you, and of His life-
blood continually cleansing, feeding, and
empowering you. “Practice His presence.”

+ “Reckoning” your flesh nature dead
and buried with Christ, so that the life you
live is no longer your own, but Christ living
in you. In Christ you are a saint! Confess it!

» Eating to please the Holy Spirit, and
taking care of His temple that is your body.

* Obeying the command to rejoice in all
things, especially in tribulation.

All this will help to insure that constant
flow of His presence and life. But in reality,
it is not what you are trying to do; for it is
actually what He is doing in you. “Work out
your salvation with fear and trembling — for
it is God who is at work in you.” (Phil. 2:13)

You will see the law of life at work.
The old carnality, the old ways, the old
desires, the old frustrations, will begin to
fade away and become dimmer and dimmer
in your life. Life will swallow up death.
Light will dispel the darkness. Yielding to
the Spirit is simply “giving yourself” to His
presence and working in your life.
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Don’t try any longer to “get rid of,” or
“quit doing,” or “kill,” or “die,” or
“change” anything. Seek life. Love what
God loves. Give your whole being to Him;
expose your whole life to the light. You will
begin to live by the life of God’s dear Son.

In the beginning Adam and Eve were
never flesh conscious — until they ceased to
walk in the Spirit! As long as they were
totally caught up in God and in all that He
was doing for, in, and through them, they
weren’t even aware of the flesh. When they
rebelled against God and died to the Spirit,
they immediately became aware of the flesh.
Then they saw that they were naked and
tried to try to cover their shame. As long as
they walked in God’s presence, there was no
shame, for the notions of sin were simply
not in them. The measure of the rising up of
His life within will, in that same measure,
check the appetites of the carnal mind.

God is seeking the fully developed life
of His Son in us in order to manifest Himself
through us as the central manifestation of
Himself to the whole creation. His purpose
is God in Christ in the Holy Spirit in us.

The Seven Spirits of God



Chapter 2 - Does God Have Seven Spirits?

Introduction

God has revealed Himself in at least
two major dispensations so far. In the Old
we have the promise and preparation, in the
New the fulfillment and reality. A difference
between these two is the working of God’s
Spirit. In the Old Testament, we see the
Spirit of God coming upon men, working on
or through them in special ways and times,
coming and going, but always working from
above and without, working inwards. In the
New Testament, we have the Holy Spirit
entering into them, dwelling within them,
abiding, always working outwards and
upwards from within. In the Old Testament,
we have the Spirit of God as the Spirit of the
Almighty, the unapproachable One. In the
New Testament, we have the Spirit of the
Father in and through Jesus Christ.

Jesus, as head of the new creation, was
the first man to receive the Holy Spirit in full
measure, an ever-abiding presence. Under
the Old Covenant, the Spirit moved upon
men to fulfill some special purpose of God,
after which the anointing lifted from them.
The Holy Spirit could not abide with them
permanently because their sinful nature had
not yet been dealt with. The blood of bulls
and goats could cleanse their sins because of
their obedience to God’s command, but it
could not do away with their sin. That is
why they had to repeat the sacrifices year
after year. Their sins were forgiven, but their
sin nature remained untouched. (Heb. 10:1-4)

Does God Have Seven Spirits?

But Jesus was not just an ordinary man.
He was not born with the sin nature which
the rest of us inherited from Adam. God
knew that no son of Adam could ever be
fully cleaned of that sin nature without
divine intervention. So He sent His precious
eternal Word in all its creative power and
glory, Jesus, to be conceived supernaturally
by the Holy Spirit in the womb of the virgin
Mary, fully God, yet laying aside the glory
of His divinity to become fully man — except
without that inherited sin nature.

Jesus was in all points tempted just as
we are. (Heb. 4:15) He also learned obedience
through the things He suffered (Heb. 5:8)
because He chose to walk the same path that
we also must walk to glory. (Eph. 5:1-2)

But in order to successfully accomplish
His mission without falling into sin, Jesus
needed one more thing. It was not sufficient
for Him to merely be born without a sin
nature. Adam and Eve were born without a
sin nature, and they fell to temptation. Jesus
needed the filling and abiding presence of
the Holy Spirit within. He could not go out
into the desert to be tempted of the devil
until He had first been baptized with the
Spirit. (Mat. 3:16 — 4:1) It was this entirely
unique experience of the abiding presence
and anointing of the Holy Spirit which
marked Jesus as the Messiah, the Anointed
One. By this means, He Himself became not
only the recipient of the abiding Spirit, but
the giver, the source, the one who baptizes
with the Holy Spirit.

25



John the Baptist knew this and said, “I
saw the Spirit descending from heaven like a
dove, and it abode upon Him. And I knew
Him not; but He who sent me to baptize
with water, the same said unto me, ‘Upon
whom you shall see the Spirit descending,
and remaining on Him, the same is He
which baptizes with the Holy Spirit.” And I
saw, and bare record that this is the Son of
God.” (Jn. 1:32-34) “... He will baptize you
with the Holy Spirit and fire.” (Mat. 3:11)

This word comes to us, as well as to
John. To know what the baptism in the
Spirit really means, we must see the One
upon whom the Spirit descended and abode.
Of what that baptism in the Spirit means,
Jesus Himself was to be the type. He would
only give what He Himself had received.
Because the Spirit abode in Him, He could
baptize us with the Spirit. Because of this
abiding of the fullness and inexhaustibleness
of God in Him, we may come to Him and
drink, receiving not only the total cleansing
of our sins by His once-for-all-time perfect
sacrifice on the cross; receiving not only the
full deliverance from our inherited sin nature
by reckoning it dead and buried with Him at
Golgotha; receiving not only a transformed,
righteousness-loving nature by reckoning
ourselves as risen from the dead in Him; but
also through baptism receiving the very
same fullness and inexhaustibleness of His
indwelling abiding Holy Spirit, giving us
also the power to overcome temptation and
walk in His righteousness! Praise God!

What Jesus, as the first-born Son, has
to give us, He first received and personally
appropriated for Himself, what He received
and won for Himself is for all of the sons.
He will make it our very own. Upon whom
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we see the Spirit abiding, He baptizes with
the Spirit. And whoever is so baptized, upon
him too, the Spirit abides. “But as for you,
the anointing which you have received from
Him, abides permanently in you; so then
you have no need that anyone should
instruct you. But just as His anointing
teaches you concerning everything, and is
true, and is no falsehood, so you must abide
— live, never to depart [rooted in Him, knit
to Him] just as His anointing has taught you
to do.” (1 Jn. 2:27, AMP)

The Old Testament stood in the law of
a carnal commandment; the New Testament
in the power of an endless life. All that the
Spirit works within us is eternal in its nature
and substance, after the power of an endless
life. This eternal reality dwells within us,
ever working from within the spirit, working
outwards and upwards, into soul and body,
unto the full measure of the stature of the
Son of God. (Eph. 4:3-13)

The Seven Spirits of God
Zech. 4:2; Eph. 4:4; Col. 1:19; 2:9;
Rev. 1:4; 3:1; 4:5; 5:6

“Grace be unto you, and peace, from
Him which is, and which was, and which is
to come; and from the seven Spirits which
are before His throne.” (Rev. 1:4)

“These things says He who has the
seven Spirits of God.” (Rev. 3:1)

“Out of the throne proceeded lightnings
and thunderings and voices; and there were
seven lamps of fire burning before the throne
which are the seven Spirits of God.” (Rev. 4:5)

“In the midst of the throne... stood a
Lamb as having been slain, having seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven
Spirits of God.” (Rev. 5:6)
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For many years, we did not know that
God has seven Spirits. Although we had
read the Bible through, we had never seen
anything in i1t about seven Spirits. We knew
that “there is one body, and one Spirit...”
(Eph. 4:4) We thought that when we received
the one Spirit, in the baptism in the Spirit,
that was the beginning and the finish of it.
We spoke in tongues, prophesied, did a few
miracles, danced in the Spirit, rejoiced with
unspeakable joy, and that was it. This is all
we knew God had for us this side of heaven.

“Seven Spirits” means literally, in the
original text, seven Spirits. So are there
seven Spirits of God? If you say that God
has seven Spirits, that makes you a heretic!
But if you say that the Spirit of God is not
seven Spirits, you are disagreeing with the
Word of God. If God says there is one
Spirit, then there is one Spirit; and if God
says there are seven Spirits, then there are
seven Spirits. It seems like a contradiction,
but they both must be true, as they are both
in God’s Word and God’s Word is perfect.

One of the keys to this mystery is found
in the book of Revelation, “And there were
seven lamps of fire burning before the
throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.”
(Rev. 4:5) In the Old Testament, the structure
of the golden lampstand in the tabernacle
was quite unique: below was one lampstand;
above were seven branches, each with a
lamp. (Ex. 25:31-37; Zech. 4:2) There were
seven lamps, yet it was just one lampstand.
Therefore, it is correct to say that there is
one lampstand, but it is also correct to say
there are seven lamps. So also is the Spirit of
God. Without question, He is one Spirit; but
He is also called “the seven Spirits,” that is,
the sevenfold, intensified Spirit of God.
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Seven is the most sacred number in the
Scriptures. This number is used more often
in the Bible than all other numbers except
the number one. It is the number denoting
spiritual perfection and completeness.

It is interesting to note that in the title
“Holy Spirit,” the word “holy,” according to
Webster, comes from a root meaning
“whole.” Hence, the Holy Spirit is the
“whole Spirit.” The number seven denotes
spiritual perfection and completeness. The
seven Spirits of God are thus a figure of the
“Holy” or “whole” or “complete” Spirit.
The number seven also conveys the idea of
unity and harmony, rather than diversity.
Therefore, we can see with unclouded vision
that the seven Spirits of God are the united
sevenfold, intensified Spirit of the Lord — the
absolute fullness of the Spirit of God.

Who is the source of these seven Spirits
of God? Jesus is! “In the midst of the throne
stood a Lamb... having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of
God.” (Rev. 5:6) The Lord Jesus said to John
on Patmos, “These things says He who has
the seven Spirits of God.” (Rev. 3:1) That is,
in Jesus dwells the absolute fullness of the
Spirit of God. (Col. 1:19; 2:9)

The Lord Is the Spirit
Jn. 1:12; 14:10, 16-18; 16:7, 13-15;
1 Cor. 15:45; 2 Cor. 3:17; 5:16
“And I will ask the Father, and He
shall give you another Comforter, that He
may abide with you forever; even the Spirit
of Truth; whom the world cannot receive,
because it does not see Him or know Him.
But you know Him, for He dwells with you,
and shall be in you. I will not leave you
comfortless; I will come to you.” (Jn. 14:16-18)
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As Jesus was preparing to leave this
earth realm, He promised His disciples that
His departure would be their gain; the Com-
forter would take His place, to be to them far
better than He had been, or ever could be, in
His bodily presence. This would be true
because His own relationship with them had
been mostly external, and thus had not
resulted in what might have been expected.

He had been with them, yet they were
still very carnal — earthy. But the coming
Spirit would be in them. He, Jesus, would
return to them as the Spirit, in an intimacy
and vitality they could not know as long as
He was outside them, merely with them. He
would return to them, not in flesh and bone,
but as the Spirit, as an indwelling Presence.
By the power of the Spirit, they would have
as their very own possession, yes, even as
their very own being, all that Jesus is!

“... the Spirit of Truth... He dwells
with you, and shall be in you. I will not
leave you comfortless; I will come to you.”
The thought of Jesus walking with men on
earth, living with them, leading, teaching,
guiding them, is so clear. But the thought of
Jesus becoming a Spirit and hiding Himself
within them, and speaking, not in audible
sounds but only in the depths of their hearts,
was too staggering a thought for these yet
carnal men. Their minds were yet blinded to
spiritual realities. They still needed to be
educated (as do the multitudes of religious
men today) to acknowledge that God desires
to rule, not by an outward law, but by an
inward source of life.

As long as Jesus was with His disciples
as a physical being, He had to work from
without inward. He could never effectually
reach or master their innermost parts.
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After Jesus went away, He returned as
the Spirit to be in them, that now He might
work mightily from within, outward. Taking
possession of the inmost recesses of their
being by His Spirit of Life, He would cause
them to personally become what He Himself
1s to a greater and greater degree as they
surrendered to His will. The shaping of their
lives, the forming of their character, and the
development of their abilities would be by
the power of the Spirit of Jesus, who really
had become the only spirit filling their soul.

Oh, how our gracious and all-wise God
and Father would have us understand that it
really is better for us that Jesus should not be
here “in the flesh.” Wonderful beyond
words is the truth that He declared long ago,
“... T tell you the truth; it is profitable —
good, expedient, advantageous — for you
that I go away. Because if I do not go away,
the Comforter will not come to you... but if
I go away, I will send Him to you.” (Jn. 16:7,
AMP) Jesus said again, “... when He, the
Spirit of Truth, is come, He will guide you
into all truth. He shall glorify Me, for He
shall receive of Mine, and shall show it unto
you. All things that the Father has are Mine;
therefore said I, that He shall take of Mine
and show it unto you.” (Jn. 16:13-15)

Before this could take place, it was first
necessary, yes, imperative, that He leave His
disciples. They could not have Him in the
flesh and in the Spirit too, for His bodily
presence, knowing Him in the flesh, would
hinder the spiritual indwelling. (2 Cor. 5:16)
They must part with the physical Jesus they
knew before they could receive the glorified
Jesus as the Spirit. And Christ Himself had
to give up the life He had before He could be
glorified either in the heavenlies or in us.
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Even so, in our union with Him in the
Spirit, we too must give up the Christ we
have known in the past, however we have
known Him, if we are to become partakers
of all His divine fullness in the Spirit.

I am convinced that it is right at this
point where so many of the Lord’s precious
people need this teaching, “It is expedient
[advisable, desirable, advantageous, better,
profitable, to your best interest] for you that
I go away.” Like those disciples, so many
sincere Christians believe in Jesus with all
their hearts. They do love Him and seek to
follow and obey Him, but the Jesus they
believe in, love, and seek to follow and obey
1s the Jesus in the fine picture on the wall —
the Jesus with soft, piercing eyes, flowing
chestnut hair, fine chiseled features, well-
trimmed beard, and Galilean robe. It is the
Jesus of Bethlehem’s manger or Nazareth’s
carpenter shop, of the sandy shores of the
Sea of Galilee or the Judean hills — the Jesus
who preached to the multitudes, who fed the
five thousand, healed the sick with the touch
of His hand, cleansed the leper, and who,
weeping, cried with a loud voice, “Lazarus,
come forth!” Even the Jesus of the judgment
hall, of the Via de Dolores, of Golgotha’s
hill, of Joseph of Arimathea’s garden tomb.
With some it is the Jesus of the resurrection
— the Jesus calling tenderly to Mary in the
freshness of the morn, Jesus on the road to
Emmaus, Jesus appearing mysteriously to
His disciples behind closed doors, or Jesus
inviting the doubting Thomas to thrust his
hand into His side. But, dear ones, even that
Jesus of the resurrection could not remain
with His disciples. “It is better for you that I
go away.” “If I go not away, the Comforter
will not come unto you.”
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“I will not leave you comfortless; I will
come unto you.” Even the resurrected Jesus
had to pass away from their midst before the
exceeding great and precious promise of the
indwelling Spirit could be fulfilled.

How many of God’s dear saints are yet
worshiping the Jesus of the flesh! Truly, they
believe on Him, love Him, and long to see
Him when He returns. And yet, in their
longing to see Him (some glad future day),
they find that He is not now their satisfying
portion, their all in all. There is yet such a
lack in their lives — so much carnality, strife,
struggle, sickness, weakness, insufficiency,
and limitation. The only reason can be this:
they have not yet fully inherited the promise,
“The Spirit shall be in you... He shall glorify
Me; for He shall receive of Mine, and shall
show it unto you.”

The absolute imperativeness of Christ’s
going away and the absolute reality of His
coming again as the indwelling Spirit, they
do not fully understand nor appreciate. They
have not yet been able to say, “Though we
have known Christ after the flesh, yet now
we know Him thus no longer.” (2 Cor. 5:16)

Do we know Christ “after the flesh”?
This must come to an end, to make way for
knowing Him in the power of the Spirit.
“After the flesh” means in the power of the
external, of men and means, of words and
thoughts, of efforts and feelings, of systems
and methods, of ceremonies and ordinances,
of influences and aids from without. We
must know Christ no more after the flesh, as
He was on earth, or even in His resurrection.

No. Now we are to know Jesus after
the Spirit, as the exalted, glorified, sovereign
Lord who has come permanently unto us as
the indwelling, abiding Spirit.
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To many, it is very difficult to set aside
the Christ of the flesh and to know only the
Christ of the Spirit — to give up the Christ
who works through human efforts, external
agencies, systems, methods, or ceremonies,
influences from without, and come to know
Him who works only internally after the
power of an endless life. But, “As many as
received Him [as Spirit], to them gave He
power to become the sons of God.” (Jn. 1:12)
To all who honestly desire to become truly
God-men, bearing the full image of the first-
born Son, in all things well-pleasing to the
Father, the thought of Jesus’ departure, that
His Spirit may now become our very own,
and we be transformed and matured into His
own nature and character, will be welcomed
with unspeakable gladness and gratitude. In
this union, the benefits we enjoy, the nobility
we attain as sons of God, the intimacy and
fullness of fellowship and relationship with
God we enter into — all these are infinitely
greater than anything experienced by men of
God in any previous time or age.

To have our Lord coming as the Spirit
into our hearts, becoming our very own life,
just as He was the Spirit of Christ Jesus on
earth — surely this is a blessedness worth any
sacrifice, for it is the means God has chosen
to manifest Himself to this physical realm.
The people of Israel in Jesus’ day saw the
full revelation of God in the person of Christ
Jesus. But the world of our day has yet to
see a full and complete revelation of Christ
in His body. This is the consummation for
which all other things since the foundation
of the world were merely the preparation.
The Word now is being fulfilled, “Behold!
the tabernacle [home] of God is with men,
and He shall dwell with them!” (Rev. 21:3)
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“Now the Lord is that Spirit.” (2 Cor.
3:17) The Lord is what Spirit? The “Lord,” of
course, is the Lord Jesus, and “the Spirit” is
the Holy Spirit. “And so it is written, the last
Adam was made a quickening [life-giving]
Spirit.” (1 Cor. 15:45) The last Adam is the
Word of God made flesh, the man Christ
Jesus. The life-giving Spirit, again, is the
Holy Spirit, for there can never be any other
life-giving Spirit. Christ Jesus became man,
the last Adam, and later, through His death,
resurrection, ascension, and glorification,
He became to us the life-giving Spirit.

Some Christians have a traditional way
of saying, “Christ is in the Holy Spirit.” But
the Word of God does not say that. Jesus, in
the days of His flesh, did say, “I am in the
Father, and the Father is in Me.” (Jn. 14:10)
But the Scriptures never say that the Son is
in the Spirit, because the Son who comes
into us is the Spirit. It is not that the Son
who i1s in the Spirit comes into us, but that
the Son who comes into us is the Spirit.
“The last Adam was made a life-giving
Spirit.” “Christ 1s in the Spirit” is, therefore,
merely a traditional saying, while “The Lord
is the Spirit” is the scriptural expression.

The Lord who is the Spirit is neither the
Jesus of the flesh, nor the resurrected Jesus
who appeared to His disciples for forty days.
The Lord the Spirit 1s the ascended, glorified
Lord. If the resurrected Christ had been the
Lord the Spirit, there would have been no
need for Him to ascend to impart the Spirit;
He could have remained here and simply
disappeared into His disciples. He did not
say, “It 1s better for you that I be resurrected;
for if I am not resurrected, the Comforter
will not come unto you.” He said rather, “It
1s better for you that I go away.”

The Seven Spirits of God



The resurrection of Jesus was a first
step toward the last man Adam becoming
the life-giving Spirit. But notice what Peter
says in Acts 2:32-33. “This Jesus has God
raised up, whereof we all are witnesses.
Therefore being by the right hand of God
exalted, and having received of the Father
[in His exaltation] the promise of the Holy
Spirit, He has shed forth this which you now
see and hear.” In Ephesians 4:10, it is even
plainer. “He who descended is the same also
that ascended up far above all heavens, that
He might fill all things.” He was not simply
resurrected that He might fill all things, but
He ascended up far above all heavens in
order that He might fill all things.

Ephesians 1:20-23 says the same thing.
It 1s Christ seated at the right hand of the
Father in the heavenly places, “far above all
rule and authority and power and dominion,
and every name that is named, not only in
this age but also in the age to come,” who
was made ‘“head over all things to the
church, which is His body, the fullness of
Him who fills all in all.”

John wrote, “This He [Jesus] spoke of
the Spirit, which they that believed on Him
were to receive; for the Spirit was not yet
given; because Jesus was not yet glorified.”
(Jn. 7:39) Two things were essential before
Jesus could return as the Lord the Spirit: He
must go away, and He must be glorified. In
our place and on our behalf, as man and the
head of man, Jesus was resurrected and then
ascended and was admitted into the full
glory of the Divine. His human nature, now
victorious over sin, death, and Satan, was
received up, exalted, and glorified into
union with the Spirit, becoming of the same
substance and essence as the eternal Spirit.
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Thus, the Holy Spirit could now come
down as the Spirit of the God-man — truly
and fully the Spirit of God and just as truly
now the Spirit of Jesus the man. He could
come down as the Spirit of the triumphant
glorified Jesus, to be so in each one of us
who receives Him. God be praised!

The All-Sufficient
Spirit of Christ
Gen. 1:26; Jn. 1:33; 14:16-18; Rom. 5:10; 8:19;
1 Cor. 15:38-45; 2 Cor. 3:17; 4:5-7; Gal. 4:6;
Eph. 1:23; 3:16-19; 4:10; Col. 1:27

The value of knowledge, that is, true
spiritual knowledge, in the life of a child of
God can hardly be exaggerated. Just as a
man is none the richer by his inheritance or
by a treasure in his field, as long as he does
not know about it or does not know how to
get possession of it or use it — so the gift of
the Holy Spirit cannot bring His full blessing
and reality to us until we know and, in
knowing, truly apprehend and possess Him
in all His fullness. In Christ are hid all the
treasures of wisdom and knowledge, and it
is the excellency of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus, our Lord, for which the sons of God
must be willing to count all things but loss.
(Phil. 3:8) It is because of the lack of a true
knowledge of what God in Christ is in us
that the lives of many brothers and sisters
are so weak and feeble.

In order for us to know and properly
understand the all-sufficiency of the Spirit of
Christ within us, we must first see what
Christ is. I do not say “who” Christ is, but
“what” Christ is. There are many different
titles ascribed to Christ in the Scriptures. But
I want to go beyond those names and get to
the substance of Christ, His very essence.
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My automobile, made of metal, is
called an automobile, but its essence or sub-
stance is metal. What is the substance of
Christ? “Now the Lord is the Spirit.” (2 Cor.
3:17) What is Christ? He is the Spirit! He is
called by many titles and names descriptive
of His characteristics, offices, and ministries.
He is known as Savior, as Redeemer, as the
Wonderful Counselor, the Mighty God, the
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace, Lord,
Comforter, Prophet, High Priest, King, the I
Am, and scores of other glorious titles. But
what is His substance? “The last Adam was
made a life-giving Spirit.” (1 Cor. 15:45) The
substance of Christ is Spirit. “And because
you are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of
His Son into your hearts.” (Gal. 4:6)

“For we preach not ourselves but Christ
Jesus the Lord; and ourselves your servants
for Jesus’ sake. For God, who commanded
the light to shine out of darkness, has shined
in our hearts, to give the light of the knowl-
edge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus
Christ. But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellency of the power may
be of God, and not of us.” (2 Cor. 4:5-7)

If we read the Scriptures carefully, and
as the light of God’s divine revelation bursts
in blazing glory upon our consciousnesses,
we will come to see that the main thing God
1s after, and has always been after, is to work
Himself into us, to reveal the very fullness of
God through us as the vessels of His glory.
For what purpose did God create man? That
man might be His container, His expression,
the revelation and the source of God for the
rest of creation. In fact, the universe only
exists because Spirit chose to have a body in
which to manifest Himself. Truly Scripture
says, “The whole earth is full of His glory!”
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Christ has entered into His glory as the
Spirit unto this very end, that now, in a
divine way, “He might fill all things.” (Eph.
4:10) He has entered into His glory that He
might especially fill the members of His
body, as the first-fruits, with the fullness of
Himself and His divine life.

“He [God] put all things in subjection
under His feet, and gave Him [Jesus] as
head over all things to the church, which is
His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in
all.” (Eph. 1:23) Through the Holy Spirit, the
creation is brought into a living relationship
with God, so that He can manifest Himself
in all His perfection of divine life and love
and power through us. Jesus “fills all in all.”
Thus all things are containers of Him. The
rest of the creation can contain only limited
manifestations of God, but we (the church)
can contain God as a person, “the fullness of
Him who fills all in all.” God put a little of
Himself into everything He created, thus
each thing has its own “glory.” (1 Cor. 15:41)
But only mankind is in the image of God, so
only mankind can display God’s fullness.

You can appreciate a cat, or a sunrise,
or a rainbow for what they are, but you can’t
fellowship with them. I can fellowship with
you, and you with me, because we are of the
same essence. The heavens and the earth
declare the glory of God, and the firmament
shows His handiwork. We can view their
marvels through a microscope or telescope
and stand in awe before their magnificence,
but we do not say, “God lives there.” God
made it, but He does not dwell in it. He
dwells someplace much higher and better.
The greatest marvel of the ages is when we
can look at a human personality and say,
“God lives there!” That 1s glory! (Col. 1:27)
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Certainly Paul had this in mind when
he wrote, “And because you are sons, God
has sent forth the Spirit of His Son into your
hearts.” (Gal. 4:6) God has made us His sons!
And because we are sons, God has sent forth
the Spirit of His Son into our hearts.

True fellowship is person to person. But
for God to manifest Himself, His Person,
through a fallen, unregenerate human is like
me trying to manifest my personality
through a worm. We have two different
natures. The two are simply not compatible.
Therefore, God appeared to be on the horns
of a dilemma when man fell. He wasn’t, of
course, for He knew His own purpose from
the beginning, but it sure appeared so.

God had created man to reveal His
image to the universe. This is the reason
God created the heavens and the earth, and,
having finished them, said, “Let Us make
man in Our image, after Our likeness.” Man
was intended to be the visible manifestation
and revelation (and source) of God to the
whole of the physical creation. But man fell
from that image of God into a condition of
darkness and death where there is no longer
a compatibility between the nature of God
and the nature of man. This is why God first
must reconstitute (transform) us into His
sons through the justification of faith. Only
then can He send forth the fullness of His
own divine life in the Spirit into our hearts.
As sons of God, we then become containers
of Him — vessels of the very Spirit of God.

We are made to be containers, and God
intends to be our content. Bottles are made
to contain liquids; bags or cans contain food;
tanks are designed to contain water; electric
wires contain electricity. Each of these kinds
of containers is “peculiarly made” to contain
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a specific substance. Sons of God are also
“peculiar” containers, for we have been
designed by our Creator to contain a specific
substance — the Spirit of God. If we do not
come to know God as our only content, we
become a meaningless contradiction. No
matter how much of the world’s wisdom we
imbibe, regardless to what heights of human
recognition or position we attain or how
skillful we become in human achievements,
it is all meaningless, since we are purposely
made to contain God as our sole content. To
reveal Him is our unique purpose.

This word may seem elementary, but it
is the heart of the “eternal purpose” of God
(more accurately: His purpose for the ages of
time). As it is written, “... to bring to light
what is the administration of the mystery
which for ages has been hidden in God, who
created all things; in order that the manifold
wisdom of God might now be made known
through the church to rulers and authorities
in heavenly places. This was in accordance
with His eternal purpose which He carried
out in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Eph. 3:9-11)
That “eternal purpose” (purpose for time;
the reason God created the ages of time) is:
God i1s the content; we are the containers,
uniquely fashioned into a new creation to
express, reveal, and become the source of
God for the entire universe. This is His Plan
of the Ages: to form a many-membered son
in His own image, displaying to all creation
His own nature and character. God is love.
Now He has a worthy Bride to lavish His
love upon and express Himself through.

Jesus the Spirit comes into us to fulfill
this high and holy calling. He comes within
us as the all-sufficient Spirit, to make us all
we must be as God-filled saints.
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In our modern era, man has learned
much about nutrition — the study of foods
that help to grow the human body and make
it strong and healthy. The body gets the
nourishment it needs from the raw materials
contained in various foods. When we ingest
these raw materials, the body uses them to
build strong bones, muscles, and other body
parts, and to make blood. We call these raw
materials vitamins and minerals. Each has
its own function, but all are important. For
example, iron helps build red blood cells.
Calcium promotes proper formation of teeth
and bones. Vitamin A aids in good eyesight.
Vitamin Bl is good for the nerves. Niacin
builds healthy skin. In order to get all the
vitamins and minerals your body needs, you
can go to the drugstore and purchase them
in tablet form. There you will find bottles
containing calcium, bottles containing iron,
others of vitamin A, vitamin B, vitamin C,
D, E, niacin, and so on. You could soon fill
up your medicine cabinet with bottles of
vitamins, minerals, and food supplements,
and many do. But the vitamin companies
have simplified all this for us by creating the
“multi-vitamin/mineral” tablet. Just one of
these tablets will contain sufficient daily
amounts of every vitamin and mineral
known to be needed by the human body.
You don’t have to swallow twenty-five or
fifty different pills; just take the one. This
“one-a-day” type is the all-inclusive dose!

Friends, that makes a good illustration.
Have we ever realized that Christ the Spirit
is the best “dose” in all the world? He is the
one complete dose which is enough to meet
all our needs. The Spirit of Christ is all that
God is. All the Father is, is in the Son. And
the Son is the Spirit! Hallelujah!
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The human body needs all the vitamins
and minerals to develop and function well.
The body of Christ, the new-creation man,
needs the all-inclusive dose of the Spirit of
Jesus, the last Adam, in order to develop
and function as the perfect God-man. Soon
now, that long awaited manifestation of the
sons of God shall come to this sin-cursed
world. Creation shall be set free from its
bondage to corruption. We shall see the
glory, wisdom, and power of the Son of God
manifested in His fullness through a many-
membered body right here upon this earth.

How the whole creation groans and
travails for this! The work of preparation for
this is even now taking place among God’s
end-time saints. The body of Christ shall
finally arrive at the measure of the stature of
the fullness of Christ. Paul tells us that this is
when Christ shall come “to be glorified in
his saints, and to be admired in all them that
believe in that day.” (2 Thes. 1:10) How can
we attain to this? By taking liberally of the
all-sufficient and all-inclusive dose of the life
of God in Christ Jesus the Spirit!

Adam had the opportunity to become
the full revelation of the image and glory of
God to the whole universe. This was offered
to him in the tree of life. The tree of life was
nothing less than the life of God in Christ.
The tree of life was the all-sufficient “dose”
which would have built eternal Spirit-life
into Adam, even making him the source of
that life. But instead, Adam chose to disobey
God and take into himself a “dose” of death.

In the natural, a person who does not
get enough vitamins may have rough skin,
poor eyesight, sore gums, or rotten teeth.
People who are too thin or feel tired much
of the time may need more vitamins.
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Ugly diseases like pellagra, scurvy, and
beriberi occur when one does not get enough
vitamins. Picture the miserable condition of
a person suffering acute malnutrition. The
eyes are large and protruding, the cheeks
sunken, the stomach bloated, the arms and
legs thin and bony... I have seen this scene
many times in under-privileged countries. It
i1s a heart-rending sight. And friend, this is
the spiritual portrait of fallen Adam! This is
but a picture of the horrible spiritual image
into which Adam sank when he refused his
“dose” of the all-sufficient life of God in
Christ, and chose instead, the deficient and
poisonous diet of the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil: human knowledge, logic,
knowledge after the “flesh” nature.

All of mankind today, enslaved under
sin, are manifestations of Adam’s wretched
condition of sickness, sorrow, and death.
After six thousand years of degeneracy,
mankind now bears little resemblance to
what God intended in the beginning.

But, thank God! He has reconciled us
to Himself through Jesus Christ. “For fif],
when we were enemies, we were reconciled
to God by the death of His Son, much more,
being reconciled, we shall be saved [from
our wretched state] by His life.” (Rom. 5:10)
Yes, we shall be saved completely by His
life. Through the death of His Son, He has
opened Eden’s gates, has brought us back
into the garden of God, and has thus made
available to us again the all-sufficient dose
found only in Jesus by His Spirit within. All
we need to be God-men is contained in the
Lord the Spirit. We can become all man was
intended to be. We can be sons of God. We
need not cry, beg, or fear. We only need to
accept the free gift — of Himself!
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What is Christ the Spirit?
Mat. 28:18-20; Lk. 11:13; Jn. 11:25;14:6;
1 Cor. 1:24, 30; Col. 3:11; 1 Jn. 4:8

How often we try to channel some of
what God is into our lives. It is as though
God is outside of us, and we are endeavoring
to draw out from Him some of His virtue,
nature, power, and life. I once walked that
route myself. I was always expecting that
somehow the Lord would pour out upon
me, or into me, what I needed. But one day
I discovered an important truth, “God is
love.” (1 Jn. 4:8) Suddenly the “is” stuck out.

What dawned on me was something
like this: It doesn’t say God has love, but
God 1s love. If somebody has a thing, then it
isn’t he himself, it’s just something attached
to him, as if you have a pair of shoes on, or
have some money in your pocket. You just
have it, and you can share it. But the Bible
doesn’t say God has love, but God is love.
Love, therefore, must not be a thing I can
have, for it is not something God has, that
He can just give me a little of when I need it.
Love is exclusively a person. God is love.
He is a person. So love is a person. In truth,
there is no other pure, self-giving love
anywhere in the universe apart from God
Himself. Love is exclusively the nature and
character of one Being in the whole universe
— and that one is not me, J. Preston Eby.

This set an entirely new trend of under-
standing going in my life. Suddenly I began
to see that I don’t have one iota of love,
never have, and never willl God is love —
period. No one else. I cannot possess love,
since I cannot possess God; I can only
become love — to the degree that I take the
reality of God into me, to the degree that
God Himself 1s worked into my life.
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As 1 surrender to God, I surrender to
love. As I become filled with Him, I become
filled with love. I will never be able to love.
But God is always love, even within me.

Soon a whole new world began to open
before me. I began to relate this principle to
all those things which pertain to what I must
become as a son of God. Suddenly, another
truth burst upon me. The Bible says that
Christ “is the power of God.” (1 Cor. 1:24)
Not Christ has the power, but He is the
power. Here too, I had thought power was
something which God possessed, which He
could “give” me some of, and after I got
enough of it, I might become “God’s man of
faith and power.” Now I knew that power is
a person. Christ is the power of God.

Then I began to discover that God
doesn’t “have” anything. He is everything.
He doesn’t “give” us anything but Himself.
He becomes everything within us.

Jesus assured his disciples that, “All
authority has been given unto Me...” and
implied that it would be theirs as they went
out to make disciples of the nations, for, “I
am with you always...” (Mat. 28:18-20) But
He never gave it to them! No, instead, He
told them to, “Stay in the city until you are
clothed with power from on high.” Why
didn’t He just give it to them right then? He
couldn’t! Only the Holy Spirit within them
could be their power and authority. “If you
then, being evil, know how to give good gifts
to your children, how much more shall your
heavenly Father give [the best gift!] the Holy
Spirit to those who ask Him?” (Lk 11:13)

Jesus said, “I am the way, the truth,
and the life.” (Jn. 14:6) He doesn’t just show
us the way, He is the way. He doesn’t just
teach us truths. He becomes truth in us. He
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doesn’t just give us life. He is life. He said to
Martha, “I am the resurrection and the life.”
(In. 11:25) The resurrection is a person, not a
day. He becomes our resurrection life as He
fills us with Himself. I want righteousness.
“... we... become the righteousness of God
in Him.” (2 Cor. 5:21, NASB), affirming that
Christ is righteousness in us. I need wisdom.
Christ is God’s wisdom to us. (1 Cor. 1:30)

Finally, I saw a verse which gathered it
all together and put the capstone on top.
Colossians 3:11 says of those who are in
Christ that “Christ is all and in all.” Christ is
all, not Christ has all. And if Christ is all,
what am 1? Zero, by the law of mathematics.
Christ is all in all. It finally dawned upon me
that the only reason for the existence of the
entire creation is to contain and become one
with the Creator. Everything outside of that
i1s meaningless. Outside of that is left only
the sorry picture of fallen man and the fallen
creation, under the same sad sentence of
darkness, disintegration, and death.

The Lord the Spirit is, indeed, the all-
sufficient dose. Whatever I need to be a son
of God, to fulfill my destiny in God, is mine,
not by struggling to “be” anything or trying
to “receive” anything, but by bending myself
before Him, the Lord the Spirit who dwells
within, that He may be all in all, in me.

“Now the Lord is the Spirit.” He 1s the
Holy Spirit. He is the “whole Spirit.” He is
the completeness of the Spirit. He is the
seven Spirits of God, all the fullness of the
divine Spirit. The seven Spirits of God are
simply the “wholeness” of Himself totally
and eternally revealed and manifested and
ministered to the universe through Christ
and His physical body —all those people
who are becoming like Him — His image.
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Chapter 3 - The Spirit: a Gift? or the Fullness?

What is the Spirit?
Jn. 4:24; Phil. 4:8; 1 Jn. 2:20, 27

To comprehend what is really meant by
the “Holy” or “whole” Spirit, we must gain
an understanding of what is contained in
that Spirit, and what is the full measure of
His ministries, functions, and operations.
We must know what the Spirit is. I do not
say “who” the Spirit is, but “what” the Spirit
1s. We know who He is — He is God. “God
1s Spirit, and those who worship Him must
worship Him in Spirit and in truth.” (Jn. 4:24)
To know what He is means to know His
attributes, characteristics, and abilities. The
Scriptures describe what the Holy Spirit is
with various titles, often repeated or used
interchangeably, giving us the assurance that
they all relate to the same Holy Spirit, and
that they, as a unit, constitute the “whole”
or “Holy” Spirit of God. Looking into these
Scriptures we see that the Holy Spirit is:

The Spirit of God (Eph. 4:30; Mat. 3:16)
The Spirit of the Lord (2 Cor. 3:17)
The Spirit of Jehovah (Isa. 11:2)
The Spirit of the Father (Mat. 10:20)
The Spirit of Jesus Christ (Phil. 1:19)
The Spirit of Christ (Rom. 8:9)
The Spirit of the Son (Gal. 4:6)
The Eternal Spirit (Heb. 9:14)
The Free Spirit (Ps. 51:12)

. The Good Spirit (Neh. 9:20)

. The Spirit of Adoption (Rom. 8:15)

. The Spirit of Burning (Isa. 4:4)

. The Spirit of Counsel (Isa. 11:2)
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14. The Spirit of Faith (2 Cor. 4:13)

15. The Spirit of the Fear of the Lord (lsa. 11:2)

16. The Spirit of Glory (1 Pet. 4:14)

17. The Spirit of Grace (Zech. 12:10; Heb. 10:29)

18. The Spirit of Holiness (Rom. 1:4)

19. The Spirit of Judgment (Isa. 4:4; 28:6)

20. The Spirit of Knowledge (Isa. 11:2)

21. The Spirit of Life (Rom. 8:2; Rev. 11:11)

22. The Spirit of Love and Power (2 Tim. 1:7)

23. The Spirit of Might or Strength (Isa. 11:2)

24. The Spirit of the Promise (Eph. 1:13)

25. The Spirit of Prophecy (Rev. 19:10)

26. The Spirit of Revelation (Eph. 1:17)

27. The Spirit of Supplication (Zech. 12:10)

28. The Spirit of Truth (Jn. 14:17; 15:26; 16:13)

29. The Spirit of Understanding (Isa. 11:2)

30. The Spirit of Wisdom (Isa. 11:2; Eph. 1:17)

31. The Breath of the Almighty (Job 33:4)

32. The Breath of Life (Gen. 2:7; Ezk. 37:5-6, 14)

33. The Comforter, Helper, “Paracleteos,”

one called alongside to help (Jn. 14:16; 16:7)

34. The Power of the Highest (Lk. 1:35)

35. An Unction (spiritual motivating power,
anointing) from the Holy One (1 Jn. 2:20)

36. The Holy Spirit (Ps. 51:11; Eph. 4:30)

Our Lord Jesus was filled with the
Holy Spirit at His baptism at Jordan. So
likewise, the members of His body have
received the same enduement. “But the
anointing which you have received of Him
abides in you... the same anointing teaches
you...” (1 Jn. 2:27) “But you have an unction
from the Holy One, and you know all
things.” (1 Jn. 2:20)
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The words unction and anointing evoke
recollections of the holy anointing oil
poured upon the heads of each successor to
the offices of high priest and king in Israel.
As the people of Israel were typical of the
true Israel of God, so their priests and kings
were typical of Christ, the great antitypical
High Priest and King. And as their priests
and kings were anointed with the “holy
anointing oil” as an induction into office, so
our Lord Jesus was anointed with the Holy
Spirit at the time of the beginning of His
ministry. He thus became the Christ of God.
(Gk: “Christos,” meaning anointed, chosen,
elect, consecrated to high office.)

The church is called a “royal priest-
hood” (king-priests) — “members of the body
of Christ.” (1 Pet. 2:9; 1 Cor. 12:12-13, 27) The
Holy Spirit of anointing which came into
our Lord Jesus at His baptism at Jordan and
with “all power in heaven and in earth”
when He was raised from the dead by the
Spirit of Holiness (Mat. 28:18; Eph. 1:19-20;
Rom. 1:4), was poured out as the antitypical
anointing oil upon the members of His body
at Pentecost. There (remember the type) the
anointing oil passed from the “head” to His
“body” and thenceforth to all those who are
truly united with Him as members of His
body by the power of the Spirit. (See Ps. 133:2)

This consecrated, anointed body is now
recognized as “the very elect” or “chosen”
of God, anointed of God (in Christ) to rule
and bless all the nations after first being
“taught of God” under the guidance of the
anointing Spirit.

The significance of unction (1 Jn. 2:20)
(Gk: chrisma) is smoothness, lubrication,
oiliness. The word customarily carried with
it also the thought of fragrance, perfume.
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How beautifully and forcefully this
word represents the eminence of the nature
and character of God displayed from those
who come under this antitypical anointing:
holiness, gentleness, kindness, knowledge,
wisdom, power — love! What a sweet, pure
perfume does this anointing of the Holy
Spirit of God’s glory bring with it to all who
receive it! However ungainly, coarse, rude,
or ignorant the “earthen vessel” (the outer
man), how speedily it partakes of the sweet-
ening and purifying influence of the treasure
of the “new Spirit,” the “new heart” within.
The anointing of the Holy Spirit brings the
man, as he is yielded and consecrated to the
indwelling life, into beautiful harmony with
“whatsoever things are true, whatsoever
things are honest, whatsoever things are just,
whatsoever things are pure, whatsoever
things are lovely.” (Phil. 4:8)

The Spirit “By Measure” and
“Without Measure”
Lk. 4:1; Jn. 1:1, 14, 16; 3:34; Acts 2:4; Rom. 12:3-4;
Eph. 1:17-18; 3:17-19; 4:7, 15-16; 5:18;
Col. 1:19; 2:9, 19

In relation to this anointing of the Holy
Spirit upon both head and body of the
many-membered Christ, there is one very
important distinction to be remembered.
Our Lord Jesus, the head of the body,
received the Holy Spirit without measure,
unlimitedly. (Jn. 3:34) In contrast, at least up
to this present time, individual members of
His body have received the Spirit only by
measure, limitedly — a measure of the Spirit
being given to every member in the body.
Paul tells us, “For I say... to every man that
1s among you, not to think of himself more
highly than he ought to think; but to think

The Seven Spirits of God



soberly, according as God has dealt to every
man the measure of faith. For... all mem-
bers have not the same office... having gifts
differing according to the grace that is
given.” (Rom. 12:3-4) “But unto every one of
us is given grace according to the measure of
the gift of Christ... from whom the whole
body fitly joined together and compacted by
that which every joint supplies, according to
the effectual working in the measure of
every part, makes increase of the body unto
the edifying of itself in love.” (Eph. 4:7, 16)

The reason for this difference between
the measure of anointing on the head, Jesus,
and the body is that He came and walked as
a perfect man, while we, the members of His
body, although accepted in the beloved as
reckoned perfect (justified by grace through
faith), have actually been imperfect. As the
full expression of the eternal Father into our
realm of time and space, Jesus and the
Father are literally one. Thus, as a man,
Jesus could (and did) come into perfect
harmony with God and with His Spirit of
holiness and power. But in proportion to the
degradation through the Fall, our harmony
with God and His Spirit has been impaired.

Imperfect mortals are incapable of
receiving the Lord’s Spirit to the full, and it
would be dangerous beyond comprehension
for one to so receive even if he were capable.
Can you imagine unlimited, almighty power
at the disposal of men still walking with a
carnal, fallen nature? How long would it be
before that self-centered nature would rise
up in pride, forget the Source of that power,
and begin to terrorize our fellow man?

This is why the writer to the Hebrews
exhorts us, “let us go on to perfection.” (Heb.
6:1) This is why God has placed ministry-
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gifts in the body of Christ “for the perfecting
of the saints... until we all come... unto a
perfect man, unto the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ.” (Eph. 4:16)

Thus we see that it is only in perfection
that one can know the fullness of Christ.
Among all those who receive the Holy Spirit
of adoption, we find the Spirit possessed in
different measures depending upon the
degree we fall short of the divine image and
our degree of faith and maturity so far.

We who walk in God’s righteousness
need not be disappointed at what God has
given so far, nor anxious about what He will
give. At this point, we must walk by faith,
trusting that in His sovereign wisdom,
power, and love He has given to us all that
we need right now and will continue to give
all that 1s best for us moment by moment.
Yet this is not a passive acceptance or a
resignation to the Father’s will, but rather a
wholehearted yearning to be filled to the
fullest and, as our capacity is enlarged,
refilled again and again with the Holy Spirit.

To the extent that the apprehended
ones commit themselves to the Lord, and,
ignoring their own wills and way, seek to
walk in His ways, they come to be “led by
the Spirit,” “taught of the Spirit,” and can
“serve the Lord in newness of Spirit.” To
continue under this leading and instruction,
they must have a “Spirit of meekness” (Gal.
5:22, 23; 6:1), so that the “God of our Lord
Jesus Christ, the Father of glory,” can give
them the “Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation
in the knowledge of Him; the eyes of their
understanding being enlightened, that they
may know what is the hope of His calling,
and what is the riches of the glory of His
inheritance in the saints.” (Eph. 1:17-18)

39



It is only through being “conformed to
the image of His Son” that we can qualify,
and become capable of receiving that same
measure of the absolute fullness of the Spirit
of God that Jesus possessed as a man. The
initial infilling of the Spirit is a free “gift,”
but the fullness of God must be appropriated
from glory to glory. (2 Cor. 3:18)

In Ephesians 5:18, we are exhorted to
be “filled with the Spirit.” The first disciples,
on the day of Pentecost, were all “filled with
the Holy Spirit.” (Acts 2:4) We have seen that
Jesus received the Spirit without measure,
and the Scriptures further state that He was
full of the Spirit. (Lk. 4:1) We have also seen
that the Spirit-filled body of Christ has
received as yet only a measure of the Spirit.
How can it be said that the disciples were
filled with the Spirit, when 1n all reality they
merely received a measure of the Spirit?

How can you be “filled” with only a
measure — part of the whole? If the measure,
the part one receives, fills him, how can he
then receive more when he is already full? If
the measure fills you, how can you receive
that which is beyond measure?

“In the beginning was the Word, and
the Word was with God, and the Word was
God. And the Word was made flesh, and
dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory,
the glory as of the only begotten of the
Father, full of grace and truth.” (Jn. 1:1, 14)
Here we find that Jesus was full of grace and
truth. But then, “For of His fullness we have
all received, and grace upon grace.” (vs. 16)
This does not say that we received His full-
ness, but “of His fullness.” The Amplified
Bible renders it, “For out of his fullness
[abundance] we all received — we all had a
share, and we were all supplied with — one
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grace after another, spiritual blessing upon
spiritual blessing, and even favor upon favor
and gift heaped upon gift.” If I had a million
dollars in the bank and withdrew “of” or
“out of ” my account, I would have only a
part, a measure of my abundance. Similarly,
Jesus was full of grace and truth, and as we
receive “of His fullness,” we receive only a
measure of that fullness which is in Him.
But, bless His name, it is an ever increasing
measure, for it is ever “grace upon grace” or
“one grace after another.”

Fullness is relative to the capacity of
that which is being filled. It is like a balloon.
You can blow a puff of air into a balloon
and the balloon is, by definition, full of air.
There is air from side to side, from end to
end, and there is no place within the balloon
where there is not air. And yet, you can still
blow more air into the balloon. The balloon
1s full, but it has the unique characteristic of
being able to be expanded. Its capacity can
be increased due to its ability to stretch. So,
although at any given point the balloon is
full, you can keep on blowing into it until
the rubber stretches to its limit.

Thus it can be seen that it is possible to
be filled and yet still have capacity for more
after you have been filled. When we were
first baptized in the Holy Spirit, we were
“filled” with the Spirit like those on the day
of Pentecost, but our capacity — our ability
to contain Him — was extremely limited. We
held all of God that we were capable of
holding at that point. We were full of the
Spirit, but we now know that we can receive
more, becoming filled with ever increasing
measures of His fullness. God is wanting to
expand us from within, to increase our
capacity, to enlarge our spiritual dimension.

The Seven Spirits of God



It is right at this point that the average
Christian sells himself short — especially the
average pentecostal or charismatic. How
many of the Lord’s saints who seek baptism
in the Holy Spirit are mistakenly seeking a
blessing or an experience? To speak with
tongues is often their highest aim, or to be
slain under the anointing of His power, and
if they can attain such a phenomenon they
are happy and satisfied in their belief that
they have received all, or at least almost all,
that God has for them in this life.

How pitiful is such an understanding!
How desperately short we sell ourselves
when we seek the baptism in the Holy Spirit
as an “experience” that we are to attain
instead of simply presenting ourselves as
empty vessels, eager to be filled with all the
incomprehensible inexhaustibleness of God!

This Spirit — who is God and is sent
forth by God, full of wisdom and truth,
understanding, counsel, might, knowledge,
power, grace, and glory — brings to us ever
increasing measures of His own unlimited
and unfathomable abundance. Yes, God
would fill us and then expand us that He
might fill us the more, and yet again, and
again, until we attain unto that “measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ,” which
measure is nothing less than the absolute
fullness of Him who fills all in all!

The measure of God unto which we
have been called has been seen in Christ.
“For it pleased the Father that in Him
should all fullness dwell.” (Col. 1:19) “For in
Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily.” (Col. 2:9) Though we, as members of
His body, have received “of” that fullness,
yet the Father is concerned in this hour that
there come to pass a further enlargement of
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our capacities to contain Him, for He seeks
a body through which He can manifest all
the fullness of Himself to the creation.

Paul prayed for the Ephesian believers
unto this end, “That Christ may dwell in
your hearts by faith; so that you, being
rooted and grounded in love, may be able to
comprehend with all saints what is the
breadth, and length, and depth, and height
[of capacity]; that you might be filled with
all the fullness of God.” (Eph. 3:17-19) Only
the Spirit of Wisdom and Revelation can
minister to our yearning hearts the complete
comprehension of what is the breadth, and
length, and depth, and height of the supply
of God in the Spirit and of our capacity to
contain Him. But one thing God would
have us understand in all simplicity: the
increase of our capacity comes through our
growth as members of Christ’s body.

“But speaking the truth in love, we are
to grow up in all aspects into Him, who is
the head, even Christ, from whom the whole
body, being fitted and held together by that
which every joint supplies, according to the
proper working of each individual part,
causes the growth of the body for the build-
ing up of itself in love.” (Eph. 4:15-16) Yes,
there is an increase, growth, a building up of
the body, and with that increase comes an
expanded capacity for containing Him.

A normal human baby begins eating
solid food with only a small jar of baby food.
When he has finished that, he is full. But at
age six, will that be enough? Certainly not!
His capacity is enlarged! He has grown, and
he will keep right on growing, expanding,
enlarging, increasing his capacity until he
arrives at the full stature of manhood. Then
he will be able to eat a seven course meal.
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The saint too 1s growing, “... holding
fast to the head, from whom the entire body,
being supplied and held together by the
joints and ligaments, grows with a growth
which is from God.” (Col. 2:19)

Press on saints, for we are growing with
a growth from God. If you have been born
again by the incorruptible seed of the Word
of God, you have only been wrapped in the
swaddling clothes of your spiritual existence.
If you have been baptized in the Spirit, you
have merely taken your first baby step into
the Kingdom. If you speak with tongues,
prophesy, see visions, heal the sick, and cast
out devils, you are yet in the kindergarten of
God’s glorious reality.

The burning desire within my heart in
the end of this age is that God’s people
might with me become aware that there is
yet before us the comprehension of what
truly is the breadth, length, depth, and
height of that realm available to us where
abides all the fullness of God. When the
majesty of this transcendent potential breaks
upon our groaning spirits, we shall cease to
glory in the fact that we are evangelicals, or
pentecostals, or charismatics, or even “end-
time” saints, for we shall perceive that we
are nothing as we ought to be. Truly, that
portion of our inheritance which lies before
us is far greater and grander than all we have
possessed up to this present time!

The Sevenfold Brightness of
God’s Glory
Isa. 30:26; 58:8; 60:1-3; SoS. 6:10; Jn. 14:12;
Rev. 1:14-16; 4:1-6; 10:1; 12:1; 18:1
This fullness of which we speak is the
seven Spirits of God. As previously noted,
the seven lamps of fire burning before the
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throne of God are the seven Spirits of God.
The seven horns and the seven eyes of the
Lamb upon the throne are the seven Spirits
of God. John saw One sitting upon a throne;
He looked like jasper and sardius gemstones.
A rainbow circled round His throne, and
from it came lightning and thunder. Before
the throne burned seven lamps of fire, which
are the seven Spirits of God. (Rev. 4:2-6) A
rainbow splits the light into seven colors.
The seven colors of that glorious rainbow
represent the sevenfold intensified fullness of
the Spirit of God, even as the seven lamps of
fire, the seven horns, and the seven eyes are
the seven Spirits of God.

When the fullness of these seven Spirits
of God is realized in the body of Christ, then
shall be fulfilled that which was spoken by
the prophet Isaiah, saying, “Arise, shine; for
your light is come, and the glory of the Lord
is risen upon you. For, behold, the darkness
shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the
people, but the Lord shall arise upon you,
and His glory shall be seen upon you. The
Gentiles [nations] shall come to Your light,
and kings to the brightness of Your rising.”
(Isa. 60:1-3) In that day, it shall also come to
pass that “the light of the moon shall be as
the light of the sun, and the light of the sun
[the glory of Christ] shall be sevenfold, as
the light of seven days, in the day that the
Lord binds up the breach of His people, and
heals the stroke of their wound [the work of
restoration in the last days].” (Isa. 3:26)

Malachi prophesied also of this day.
“But unto you that fear My name shall the
Sun of Righteousness arise with healing in
His wings... and you shall tread down [over-
come] the wicked... in the day that I shall
do this, says the Lord of hosts.” (Mal. 4:2-3)
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God promises to send forth the Sun of
Righteousness (Jesus), not in the single light
of the man Christ Jesus (Mat. 4:13-16), nor yet
in the double portion of the Holy Spirit, the
former and the latter rain upon the end-time
body of Christ, but in the light of seven days
concentrated in one. Many are the figures of
this coming sevenfold glory of Christ upon
His people. When Jesus was on the Mount
of Transfiguration, His face shone as the sun.
Saul of Tarsus, on the road to Damascus,
saw that brightness and was transformed.

In John’s vision, an angel (symbolic of
a company of saints) came down from
heaven and the whole earth was illumined
with His glory. (Rev. 18:1) We read of a
woman, the Bride of Christ, clothed with the
sun, having the moon under her feet. (Rev.
12:1) John saw one like unto the Son of Man,
even Jesus, glorified in that body of sons
who are conformed to His image, and of
Him he witnessed, “His eyes were as a flame
of fire... and His countenance was as the
sun shining in his strength.” (Rev. 1:14-16)

Looking forward to this day, Isaiah
described the dawning of the revelation of
God’s glory, saying, “Then shall your light
break forth as the dawning, and your health
[restoration] shall spring forth speedily; your
righteousness shall go before you; the glory
of the Lord shall be your reward.” (Isa. 58:8)

Solomon affirms: “... the path of the
righteous is like the light of dawn, that
shines brighter and brighter until the full
day.” (Prov. 4:18) He also wrote poetically of
this army of the Lord, “Who is she that
looks forth as the morning, fair as the moon,
clear as the sun, and terrible as an army with
banners.” (SoS. 6:10) Who indeed! She is
clearly the Bride of Christ.
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The church of Jesus Christ must move
out of the darkness of tradition, bondage,
carnality, immaturity, and limitation and
move into the bright light of the fullness of
the glory of God. The history of the church
is a tragic tale of darkness, sorrow, slavery,
and oppression. But, thank God, the rays of
promise are even now beginning to break
forth from the heavens, and there is a small
company of apprehended ones who are even
now rising up into realms of Spirit to drink
in the intoxicating freshness of the morn. To
them God 1s witnessing that He shall bring
forth a light that is sevenfold in its intensity.
Nothing can be hidden from it, and its heat
and brightness will consume and destroy
every satanic power that opposes. Nothing
short of this will lift up this sin-cursed world
out of the dominion of darkness into the
Kingdom of God’s dear Son.

The early church with all its glory and
power did not bring in the Kingdom. Its
glory was eclipsed, producing that which
even secular history records as the Dark
Ages. The Reformation in Martin Luther’s
day was unable to bring the Kingdom in. All
the mighty revivals of church history failed
to deliver the travailing, groaning creation.
The pentecostal and charismatic movements
have not done so either, nor shall they. All
the methods and programs of religion, all
the missionary and evangelistic crusades, all
the deliverance ministries and the healing
campaigns, have failed to turn this old world
around from its dogged path to destruction.
Bible societies, the door-to-door witnessing
campaigns, tons of gospel tracts, prayer
meetings, and all the other feverish activities
and promotions by the world’s churches
have not gotten the job done.
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All of us are thankful to God for what
we have known so far. We rejoice for every
evidence of the power and glory of God
today, and we are thankful to God for every-
one who is demonstrating any measure of
the life of God and accomplishing anything
unto His glory. But to break the dominion of
sin and Satan over the nations in this hour of
desperate darkness and gloom, will require a
sevenfold revelation of the fullness of God.
God will send forth this sevenfold brightness
of His light, life, glory, grace, wisdom, love,
power, peace, and joy in His saints.

Scientists tell us that on earth, there is
no greater purifying and life-giving power
than sunlight. The brightness of the light of
God will bring judgment upon all the evil of
this wicked and adulterous generation, as
well as clarification and quickening in the
minds and souls of mankind.

I would not want to be a politician in
the governments of the world today. Every
day, more darkness and perplexity descends
upon the minds and hearts of the people.
None of the princes of this world have the
answers. But, blessed be God! He has the
answer! His answer is to arise within the
body of Christ in the sevenfold brightness of
His glory. When that glorious company of
God’s sons is manifested, then shall come to
pass that of which our Lord spoke when He
said, “The works that I do shall you do also,
and [sevenfold] greater works than these
shall you do.” (Jn. 14:12)

Moving from Gifts to Fullness
Isa. 11:2; Zech. 4:6; 1 Cor. 12:8-31; 13:8-10

I have observed in the ministry of Jesus
that He never faced never a problem that He
could not solve, never a need that He could
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not meet, no victory He could not win, no
realm of revelation or relationship to God
that He could not possess. Some of us speak
of the exploits we have done in Jesus’ name,
but we seldom mention all the times we fail.
Some of us fast and pray to wrest an answer
from the Lord and then run squarely into
another problem that we can’t solve at all. If
Jesus, the firstborn Son, needed the seven
Spirits of God, the Spirit without measure,
then we as His body need Him too.

It is interesting to note that nowhere in
the Gospels is the supernatural ministry of
Jesus Christ ever associated with the gifts of
the Spirit. It never says that Jesus received or
used a gift of the Spirit. However, like most
of us, I assumed that He did. And I could
always make it fit. Every time Jesus healed
someone, I assumed that He exercised the
gift of healing, although the Scripture didn’t
say so. Every time He prophesied coming
events, I said that He exercised the gift of
prophecy, although the Scripture never said
so. Every time He spoke to a “Nathaniel,”
revealing the secrets of his heart, I said that
He spoke a “word of knowledge” although
the Record says no such thing.

Now I have learned that I was wrong.
How is it that Jesus did not move in the gifts
of the Spirit? Because when you function in
the gift realm, you function in limitation.
Paul said of this gift realm, “Whether there
be prophecies, they shall fail; whether there
be tongues, they shall cease; whether there
be knowledge, it shall vanish away. For we
know [the gift of knowledge] in part, and we
prophesy [the gift of prophecy] in part. But
when that which is perfect [the full measure,
the seven Spirits] is come, then that which is
in part shall be done away.” (1 Cor. 13:8-10)

The Seven Spirits of God



Yes, my friend, the gifts are all in part.
The secret of the ministry of Jesus, then, was
that it was not in part, not in limitation. In
the realm of that which is limited, one can-
not meet every need that arises. “Are all
apostles? Are all prophets? Are all teachers?
Are all workers of miracles? Have all the
gifts of healing? Do all speak with tongues?
Do all interpret? But covet earnestly the best
gifts.” (1 Cor. 12:29-31) Does Paul say, “To the
whole church is given the word of wisdom”?
No, “To one [member of the body of Christ]
1s given the word of wisdom.” (1 Cor. 12:8)
“To another the word of knowledge,” or
faith, or healing, or prophecy, and so on. In
other words, there is a distribution here, so
that no one person has all the gifts.

How can you meet every need if you
don’t possess all the gifts? And how can you
meet every need, even in the area of the gift
you do possess, if your gift is in part? You
can’t! You can try, you can fast and pray,
you can think positive, you can boast of
your faith and inheritance in Christ, but you
can’t meet every need, solve every problem,
in the gift realm which is in part. In that
realm, it is always just a word here, a miracle
there, a healing here, a success there, and
then a failure here, a disappointment there.
But the ministry of Jesus was not in the gift
realm, not in the realm of New Testament
church economy. His was the ministry of a
Son of God in all the power and glory of the
Father by the fullness of the Holy Spirit.

For many years now, there has been a
deep and widespread moving of the Spirit of
God across the land and around the world.
It has manifested itself through many men
on many levels. We have witnessed great
new evangelistic ministries, divine healing
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ministries, a restoration of New Testament
church orders with its five-fold ministry of
apostles, prophets, evangelists, pastors and
teachers, the gifts of the Spirit, and even
confirmation of these ministries through
prophecy with the laying on of hands.

But I can testify to you that none of
these ministries that we have witnessed have
come within the range of the ministry of
Jesus Christ. No matter which of the healing
evangelists you watched; no matter what
prophet you heard; no matter what miracle,
sign, or wonder; it did not measure up to the
ministry of the Son of God. We kept saying,
“We have the same anointing, the same
Holy Spirit, the same power, and we can do
all the works Jesus did.” But as hard as we
tried and as much as we wanted to believe it,
it still just wasn’t true. We had the same
anointing all right, and the same Holy Spirit,
and the same divine power, but we had it by
measure — not without measure as did Jesus.

This puzzled me for many years. Then
one day, the Spirit drew my attention to
Isaiah. “There shall come forth a rod out of
the stem of Jesse, and a Branch shall grow
out of his roots; and the Spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of Wisdom
and Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel
and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and of
the Fear of the Lord.” (Isa. 11:1-2)

This does not say that Jesus would
receive the “gift” of “the word of wisdom.”
It says He received the Spirit of Wisdom. It
doesn’t say that Jesus received the “gift of
healing” or a “gift of miracles.” He received
instead, the Spirit of Might. Jesus didn’t get
the “gift” of “a word of knowledge.” He was
filled with the Spirit of Knowledge — not just
a fragmentary word of wisdom here, or a
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fragmentary word of knowledge there, or a
gift of healing operating tonight and a gift of
prophecy operating tomorrow night. No!
Upon the firstborn Son rested all the fullness
of the sevenfold Spirit of Sonship, even as
Isaiah prophesied of Him, saying,

The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,
The Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding,
The Spirit of Counsel and Might,

The Spirit of Knowledge and of the Fear of
the Lord.

This sevenfold Spirit of God is the full-
ness of the wisdom, glory, nature and power
of God. This is the Spirit without measure.
This is the seven Spirits of God. This is the
sevenfold brightness of God’s glory. “Not by
might, nor by power, but by my Spirit, says
the Lord.” (Zech. 4:6)

This is why Jesus Christ could heal
every disease, could cast out every kind of
devil, could raise the dead — even after they
were decayed and stinking — could discern
every thought and intent of men’s hearts,
could command all the elements of nature,
and even die and rise again from the dead.

Some of us have been able to do a very
limited amount of this. Some of us have had
a gift of healing and have healed some sick
people, but who has healed them all, even in
one meeting? I heard Oral Roberts admit
that only about one out of every five people
he laid hands upon received any discernible
touch from God. Some of us have been
miraculously healed ourselves, but who
among us has been healed every time? Some
of us have prophesied or received a word of
knowledge, but who has had every word he
has ever spoken actually come to pass?
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Some of us have had miracles of supply: gas
added to our gas tanks, batteries charged,
money from unexpected sources, and so on.
But who among us has walked on the sea or
fed the five thousand with five loaves and
two fishes? Some have had their faces lit by
the joy of the Lord, but who has stood on
the Mount of Transfiguration shining as the
brightness of the noonday sun?

Fullness at the End of the Age

Dan. 11:32; 12:4; Jn. 3:34-35; 20:21; Rom. 8:19;
1 Cor. 13:9-12; 2 Cor. 1:21-23;
Eph. 1:14; 2 Thes. 1:10

When we look out into the natural
realm in this hour, at the end of the age, we
see the natural man doing exploits. We see
man in atomic powered submarines sailing
under the polar ice caps, soaring through the
skies faster than the speed of sound, or going
out in space to explore distant planets. In
fields of science and technology, man is
accomplishing the incomprehensible and
breaking the bonds of prior limitations. This
was prophesied for our day. “But you, O
Daniel, shut up the words and seal the book,
even to the time of the end; many shall run
to and fro, and knowledge shall increase.”
(Dan. 12:4) But that natural revolution is only
a shadow of things to come in the spiritual.
Why this sudden progress in the natural
world? Because it is now time for a great
change in the spiritual world.

Is the church of Jesus Christ to end this
dispensation in failure and defeat? Is a little
flock of faithful saints to undergo a sudden
emergency ‘“‘evacuation” by a “rapture” at
the last moment just before the devil takes
over the whole world? Not according to the
Word of God.
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Said Daniel of this day, “But the people
who know their God shall be strong, and do
exploits.” (Dan. 11:32) God is going to have a
people who will be “fair as the moon, clear
as the sun, and terrible as an army with ban-
ners.” Yes, a people who, in the darkness of
this hour, shall “arise and shine” (Isa. 60:1-3)
until nations come to their light and kings to
brightness of their rising. Hallelujah!

Some folks are saying that the
“rapture” is the next thing on the agenda,
that God must deliver us out of this “mess,”
and that Jesus may come at any minute.
Well, you can forget about that. He’s not
coming at any minute. Why? Because there
are some important things that must yet be
fulfilled before He can return for His Bride.

“But this man, after He had offered one
sacrifice for sins for all time, sat down on the
right hand of God; waiting from that time
onward until His enemies be made His foot-
stool.” (Heb. 10:12-13) That doesn’t say that
Jesus is going to come again and make His
enemies His footstool. No, it says that He
won’t come again until His enemies have
been made His footstool.

Jesus has been on the throne as head of
His body for two thousand years, expecting
His body to put all enemies under His feet.
The head is the first member of the body to
come forth; the head gives direction to the
body — but the body does the work. Jesus
has been expecting His enemies to be put
under His feet, and after two thousand years,
it doesn’t look like His body is any closer to
accomplishing this than in the beginning.
But, praise His name, He is still seated at the
right hand of God, and according to the
Scriptures, He will stay right there in heaven
until His enemies have become His footstool.
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“And He shall send Jesus Christ...
whom heaven must receive [retain] until the
period of restoration of all things, which
God has spoken by the mouth of His holy
prophets from ancient times.” (Acts 3:20-21)
All right then, what is our job? Is it our job
to pray for Him to come, or to go out and
put all His enemies under our feet? Daniel
prophesied of the end of the age: “These
great beasts, which are four, are four kings
[kingdoms] which shall arise out of the earth
[Babylon, Media-Persia, Greece, Rome].
But the saints of the Most High shall take
the Kingdom, and possess the Kingdom
from that time on forever, even forever and
ever.” (Dan. 7:17-18) Those four kingdoms have
come and gone. It is now time for the end-
time body of Christ, that glorious company
of God’s sons, the saints of the Most High,
to arise, seize, and possess the Kingdom.

Only under the sevenfold intensified
fullness of the Spirit of God, can this mighty
work be accomplished. We must understand
that the gifts of the Spirit, the earnest (down
payment) of the Spirit “by measure” is given
for the edification (building up) of the body
of Christ and not for knocking Satan off his
throne and bringing in the Kingdom of God.
The gifts of the Spirit are only in the initial
moving of the Spirit — the Spirit by measure.

“On every lofty mountain [kingdom],
and on every high hill there shall be streams,
rivers of water [flowing with the life-giving
Spirit of Jehovah] in the day of the great
slaughter, when the towers [principalities
and powers of darkness] fall. Moreover the
light of the moon [the church] shall be as the
light of the sun, and the light of the sun
[Jesus and the sons of God] shall be seven-
fold, as the light of seven days.” (Isa. 30:25-26)
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God intends for His sons to move into
the fullness of the sevenfold Spirit of Son-
ship in these last days. “For He whom God
has sent speaks the words of God, for God
gives not the Spirit by measure unto Him.”
(Jn. 3:34) Jesus Christ, the firstborn Son sent
by the Father, was unlimited. Now He says,
“As My Father has sent Me, so send I you.”
(Jn. 20:21) “For whom He foreknew He also
predestined to be conformed to the image of
His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren.” (Rom. 8:29) In these
last days, Jesus 1s not sending His servants
of the church age, for every church, revival,
movement, method, and effort has fallen
short of putting all enemies under His feet
and taking the Kingdom. They have all
failed, for they have all been in part. No, He
1s sending His brethren, sons of the Father.

“For the earnest expectation of the
creation awaits the manifestation of the sons
of God.” (Rom. 8:19) The only way for us to
be the sons of God is for God to give us the
Holy Spirit without measure. This belongs
to those apprehended to be sons. This is the
anointing which God will send in this hour.

How often we ask, “Why are we still
faced with failure? Why have we been so
limited?” I will tell you why. Every time we
see a few more people saved, a few more
people healed, a few more baptized in the
Spirit, a few more gifts and manifestations of
the Spirit in our midst, we think, “Praise
God, this is great!” and we settle for it. All
of us are so constituted. If you have just
enough to show that you are still alive and
that God is still working, you are satisfied.
But I tell you now, God is withdrawing His
power from the “in part” realm of spiritual
gifts, because He has a greater plan for us.
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God has limited us. He has weakened
us and cut off the flow of deliverance, and is
confronting us with intensified problems. He
is even allowing trials and persecutions that
we can’t handle. We’re beginning to realize,
“O God, we can do nothing to meet the
need. We are nothing as we ought to be. The
situations are too great for us.”

God is doing this that we might not
trust any longer in our partial success, that
we might not rest in the “in part” realm of
the gifts of the Spirit, but that we shall cry
out unto the Lord until He moves afresh in
the earth and brings forth in us the sevenfold
brightness of his glory.

What Can We Do?
1Jn. 3:3; 2 Tim. 2:21; Rev. 19:7

What can we do? “His wife [the Bride]
has made herself ready.” (Rev. 19:7) “And
every man who has this hope in him purifies
himself, even as He is pure.” (1 Jn. 3:3) “If a
man therefore purifies himself from these, he
shall be a vessel unto honor.” (2 Tim. 2:21)

God will have a people in this end of
the age who will be as Noah: perfect in his
generation. God is raising up a people in this
hour who will turn aside from the hustle and
bustle of Babylon’s feverish activity, from
the preoccupation with all that is “in part,”
to wait upon God, to sanctify Him in their
hearts, so that when God moves afresh, He
will have sons ready to show forth His glory.

Upon whom shall the Lord arise in the
fullness of His intensified glory and power?
We trust that it shall be upon you and me.
Today our hearts expectantly cry, “O Lord,
let that sevenfold brightness be revealed. Let
the glory of the presence of God fill our lives
and shine forth across the whole earth.”
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Chapter 4 - The Characteristics of the Holy Spirit

Introduction

In the last two chapters, we defined the
seven Spirits of God from Scripture, and we
discussed God’s unlimited, measureless
nature in comparison to the finite capacity
of our human nature. We discovered His
Intent in imposing such serious limitations
on our human nature, so that we would
never be content with such a small measure
of His gifts, His wisdom, or His power, but
rather would continue to pursue Him for the
fullness of His divine nature. In this chapter,
we’re going to make it a little more personal:
to apply the powerful logical and scriptural
truths of the previous three chapters into a
focused, concerted effort to go beyond the
mere mental acceptance of truth into the
realm of actually thinking, believing, and
receiving with the mind of the Spirit.

Remember back to the first chapter in
which we wrote of the great truth of God’s
eternal purpose to dispense Himself, through
Christ and in the seven-fold fullness of His
Spirit, into man. We saw that God manifests
Himself in the three aspects of His Person to
accomplish this.

Electricity can be used to illustrate this
three-fold operation of God. It also includes
a source, a manifestation, and a realization.
These seem to be three different things, but
in reality, they are one thing: energy. We
cannot actually see this energy, but we know
it exists because we can see its source, its
manifestation, and its realization.
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Its source is the generator producing it.
We see its manifestation in many different
ways: the hot coils of the stove, the lighted
filament in the light bulb, the running motor
in the machine, and so on. And finally, there
is the realization of electricity — light comes
from the light bulb to fill the room, heat
coming from the stove cooks our food, work
is accomplished by the motor, saving us
hours of labor. As you read by the light you
don’t think about the bulb on the ceiling or
the generator miles away. You just enjoy the
light in the room. But without electricity in
the bulb, there is no light, and without the
generator there is no electricity in the bulb.

As electric energy is revealed in three
different aspects, so there is one eternal God
with three distinct aspects. God the Father is
the source of our divine life — the generator.
God the Son is the manifestation of that
divine life — the bulb filled with electricity.
And God the Holy Spirit is the realization of
the divine life — the light illuminating our
“room” — our hearts, minds, and bodies.

The electricity from the generator is
energy, the power manifesting in the bulb is
energy, and the light filling the room is
energy. Not three different energies, but the
same energy. Likewise, the divine life in the
Father is God, the divine life in the Son is
God, and the divine life transmitted to us as
the Spirit is God. Not three different gods,
but one God. The Holy Spirit in us is the
very transmission of God, transmitting all
that God is, in Christ, to and through us.
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Our Need of the Spirit
1 Cor. 2:9-10; Rom. 8:14

The great work of God in bringing
many sons to glory could not be properly
considered, nor clearly understood, if the
work of the Holy Spirit were overlooked or
ignored. At His baptism, our Lord Jesus re-
ceived the anointing influence of the Holy
Spirit to begin His ministry. By the Holy
Spirit, His consecrated heart was enabled to
see clearly and distinctly the Father’s will,
the proper course of His life, and the narrow
way of sacrifice. Jesus was enabled by the
Holy Spirit to appreciate the exceeding great
and precious promises, whose fulfillment lay
beyond His humiliation, ignominy, and
death at Golgotha. Only by the Holy Spirit,
therefore, our elder Brother was enabled to
perform His great work, being continuously
guided, influenced, and empowered to do
that which was pleasing and acceptable to
the Father. In the same way and for the
same reason, the Holy Spirit is identified
with Christ’s body, the church.

Only in proportion as we receive the
Holy Spirit of God are we able to come into
proper lines of fellowship with the Father
and with the Son so as to be able to “prove
that good and acceptable and perfect will of
God,” and do it. Only by the Holy Spirit are
we guided beyond the mere letter of the
Word, into the glorious and eternal reality of
“the deep things of God,” even the “things
which God has in reservation for them that
truly love Him, which human eye has not
seen, human ear has not heard, neither has
entered into the human heart to understand
and appreciate.” (1 Cor. 2:9-10) And only by
the Holy Spirit do we become the “sons of
God,” “led by the Spirit of God.” (Rom. 8:14)
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The Meaning of “Spirit”
Jn. 3:8; Gen. 1:2;6:17; 7:15; 8:1, 21; 26:35; Ex. 15:8, 10;
1 Sam. 1:15; 10:10; 2 Chron. 9:34; Job 12:10; Ps. 115:6;

148:8; Eccl. 3:19; Isa. 7:2; 1 Cor. 14:12;15:45;
2 Cor. 3:18; 1 Jn. 3:2; 4:1, 6; Rev. 13:15

It is our purpose in writing these truths
to set forth in both depth and simplicity the
awe-inspiring and marvelous things of the
precious Spirit of God. It is beneficial to ask
right at the outset, what do the words “Holy
Spirit” mean, as used in the Scriptures?
What qualities or characteristics of God are
represented by the word “Spirit”? Can we
even comprehend the meaning of “Spirit”
with our human mental facilities?

In one sense, we must apologize at this
point for even trying to understand “Spirit”
with our minds. “... no one has known the
things of God except the Spirit of God... A
natural man does not accept the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him, and he cannot understand them,
because they are spiritually discerned.” (1
Cor. 2:11, 14) Even reading the Bible with our
human understanding (as the scribes and
Pharisees did) is no help. “... the letter kills,
but the Spirit gives life.” (2 Cor. 3:6)

On the other hand, God does indeed
convey truth and life to us by His Holy Spirit
inspiration through words. How does He do
it? “But we have not received the spirit of
the world, but the Spirit from God, that we
may know the things freely given to us by
God... we have the mind of Christ.” (1 Cor.
3:12, 16) “The Comforter, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father shall send in My name, He
shall teach you all things...” (Jn. 14:26) So the
only way to understand the meaning of
“Spirit” is to have the Holy Spirit teach us,
by giving us the mind of Christ.
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Let’s pause to ask Him to do that now.

Heavenly Father, we acknowledge the
inadequacy of our natural minds and we
turn away from our own understanding. In
Jesus’s name, please fill us with Your Holy
Spirit to teach us Your truth, and give us the
mind of Christ that we might know and
comprehend all that You have for us in this
book. We love You and long to know You
intimately, even as we are known by You.

Amen and Hallelujah!

Now, believing that He has answered
our prayer, let us pursue the Scriptures with
a new focus on understanding the meaning
of “Spirit” by the Holy Spirit’s inspiration to
our new mind, the mind of Christ in us.

The word “spirit” in the Old Testament
is a translation of the Hebrew word “ruach.”
The primary significance or root-meaning of
this is wind. The word “spirit” in the New
Testament comes from the Greek word
“pneuma,” whose primary significance or
root-meaning likewise is wind. The English
word “ghost” used in the King James Bible,
though now somewhat obsolete and not in
general use, is also derived from the Greek
“pneuma.” Its original meaning is exactly
the same, meaning wind, air in motion.

But let no one hastily conclude that we
are about to attempt to prove that the Holy
Spirit is just a holy wind, for nothing could
be farther from our thought! However, we
desire to present this subject in a way that
will be helpful both to the learned and the
unlearned. So we begin by acknowledging
the root-meaning of these words. That will
help us discover how and why they were
used in this connection.
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There are two basic characteristics of
the wind which qualify it to so fittingly serve
as the supreme symbol of the Holy Spirit.
Wind 1s a powerful force, but it 1s invisible.
“The wind blows where it wishes, and you
hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it
comes from or where it is going; so is every-
one who is born of the Spirit.” (Jn. 3:8) You
cannot see wind, and yet you are aware of
its reality because of its power. The visible
effects of that power is all around you. The
wind has been widely used as a source of
energy. Even primitive men knew how to
use sails on a boat. They built windmills to
harness the wind to turn grindstones, pump
water, and do many other kinds of work.

Because the wind is both invisible and
powerful, the words “ruach” and “pneuma”
gradually took on wider meanings. They
came to represent any invisible power or in-
fluence, good or bad. Since God’s power is
exercised through channels and by agencies
beyond human sight, this word “ghost” or
“spirit” came more and more to be applied
to all of the Lord’s dealings and operations.

From there, it also came into common
use in reference to such human influences as
are invisible. For example, the power by
which man lives, which is invisible, became
designated “man’s spirit,” or “the breath of
life.” And the power of the mind, which also
is invisible, is called “the spirit of the mind.”
Life itself is a power and is invisible, hence it
also, even in animals and plants, was called
“spirit” by the ancients. “They [the animals]
went in unto Noah into the ark, two and
two of all flesh, wherein is the breath [ruach]
of life.” (Gen. 7:15) These all originate in Jesus,
from the breath of His mouth, for He merely
spoke the word and all things were created.
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A few illustrations of these various uses
of the Hebrew word “ruach” and the Greek
word “pneuma” may be helpful. “Ruach” in
the Old Testament is translated “blast” four
times, ‘“breath” twice, “mind” six times,
“smell” eight times, “wind” or “windy”
ninety-one times, and “spirit” many times.
In every case, the thought behind this word
1s some invisible power or influence. Some
samples of these translations of “ruach” are:

« ‘... and the Spirit [ruach] of God moved
upon the face of the waters.” (Gen. 1:2)
* “... and the Spirit [ruach] of God came

upon him mightily, and he prophesied
among them.” (1 Sam. 10:10)

* “And Hannah answered... I am a wom-
an of a sorrowful spirit [ruach].” (1 Sam. 1:15)
*  “And when the queen of Sheba had seen
the wisdom of Solomon... there was no
more spirit [ruach] in her.” (2 Chron. 9:3-4)

* “At the blast [ruach] of Your nostrils the
waters were gathered together...” (Ex.15:8)

« ‘... all flesh wherein is the breath [ruach]
of life...” (Gen. 6:17; 7:15)

* “In whose hand is the... breath [ruach]
of all mankind.” (Job 12:10)

*  “For that which befalls the sons of men
befalls beasts... yes, they have all one breath
[ruach]; so that a man has no preeminence.”
(Eccl. 3:19)

*  “Which was a grief of mind [ruach] unto
Isaac...” (Gen. 26:35)

* “And the Lord smelled [ruach] a sweet
savor...” (Gen. 8:21)

 “... Noses have they but they smell
[ruach] not.” (Ps. 115:6)
 “... God made a wind [ruach] to pass

over the earth...” (Gen. 8:1)
* “You, O Lord, did blow with Your wind
[ruach]...” (Ex. 15:10)
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« “... stormy wind [ruach] fulfilling His
Word.” (Ps. 148:8)

« “... as the trees of the wood are moved
with the wind [ruach].” (Isa. 7:2)

“Pneuma” in the New Testament
(besides “ghost” and “spirit”) is translated
“life,” “spiritual,” and “wind,” as follows:

+ “To give life [pneuma] to the image of
the beast...” (Rev. 13:15)

« “... you are zealous of spiritual [pneuma]
gifts...” (1 Cor. 14:12)

 “The wind [pneuma] blows where it
wishes and you hear its sound ...” (Jn. 3:8)

From this can be seen that when the
Scriptures declare that God is Spirit (e.g. John
4:24), they reveal that God is a powerful and
invisible Being. Angels are also called spirits.
They too are powerful and usually invisible
to men. Jesus, as a man, was not called a
spirit being, but ever since His exaltation, it
is written of Him, “the last Adam was made
a quickening [life-giving] Spirit.” (1 Cor. 15:45)
“Now the Lord is that Spirit, and where the
Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.” (2 Cor.
3:17) Jesus is now the all-powerful God, the
invisible Spirit. The sons of God are prom-
ised a complete change of nature and being,
to the likeness of our Lord, as it is written,
“Beloved now are we the sons of God,
and... we know that... we shall be like Him,
for we shall see Him as He is.” (1 Jn. 3:2)

Satan and the devils under his control
are also called spirits, for they too work their
power from the invisible realm. Therefore
the Word commands us to test, try, or prove
the spirits. “Beloved, believe not every spirit,
but try the spirits whether they are of God,
because many false prophets are gone out in-
to the world... Hereby know we the Spirit of
Truth, and the spirit of error.” (1 Jn. 4:1, 6)
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Spirit Is Energy
Rom. 14:17; Eph. 2:1-3; 6:12

“Spirit” is used not only of personality,
but also of the virtues, disposition, attitudes,
mind, will, and influences of a personality.
For example, you exist as a personality, but
inherent within your personality are all of
your faculties, attitudes, abilities, and so on.
These characteristics are all a part of what
makes you, you — you would not be you
without them. In fact, it is quite impossible
to differentiate between two people without
contrasting their various characteristics. You
are able to express yourself or influence the
world around you only through exercising
the characteristics of your personality.

We must understand that life (spirit) is
also energy. As a living personality, you are
energy. Energy has many forms, but it is not
something that you can see or hold in your
hand. You can think of energy as something
that can make things change. For example, a
massive moving object has kinetic energy —
it can change things by crashing into them.
Heat 1s another form of energy. It is also a
sort of motion — disorderly motion of atoms
and molecules that make up all materials.
Heat can melt ice or boil water. It can power
the engines of cars or planes. Another kind
of energy is called chemical energy, residing
in the coal or oil we burn for heat. It is also
in the food that nourishes your body and
gives you the energy to keep you active.
There is the energy carried by light waves,
called electromagnetic energy. Light waves,
streaming out of the sun, carry energy to us
across many miles of space. When the light
hits the earth, part of it changes to heat.
Then there is atomic energy which can be
split from the atoms of some materials.
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Another kind of energy which we, the
people of God, are aware of is spirit energy.
In physics, energy is known as the capacity
for doing work. The Greek word for energy
is “energeia.” This word is used in the Greek
New Testament several times. Because of
the association between “doing work” and
“energy,” the word is generally translated
“working.” Since so much has been learned
about energy in recent years, it would now
be better to translate the word for just what
it actually means — energy.

Let’s look at a few Scriptures: “... that
you may know... what is the exceeding
greatness of His power toward us who be-
lieve, according to the working [Greek: ener-
geia — energy| of His mighty power, which
He wrought in Christ, when He raised Him
from the dead.” (Eph. 1:18-20) Yes, it was
God’s energy which raised Christ from the
dead. The Record further states that He was
raised up by the Spirit of God. And not only
did Paul say that it was God’s energy which
raised Christ up, but he went on to insist
(Eph. 3:7), that it was that same energy of
God which transformed his own life and
made of him a minister of Jesus Christ.
“Whereof I was made a minister, according
to the gift of the grace of God given unto me
by the effectual working [energeia, energy]
of His power.” Then on top of this, Paul
declares that it is this spirit energy of God
which is working within us to bring us unto
the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ. “From whom [Christ] the whole
body fitly joined together and compacted by
that which every joint supplies, according to
the effectual working [energy] in the meas-
ure of every part, makes increase of the body
unto the edifying of itself in love.” (Eph. 4:16)
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Finally, this energy of God shall so work in
us, shall so change us, that we shall be
changed even in the atomic structure of our
bodies. “Who shall change our vile body,
that it may be fashioned like unto His
glorious body, according to the working
[energeia, energy] whereby He is able even
to subdue all things unto Himself.” (Phil
3:21) Spirit is energy. It can exerting a force,
an influence, upon our lives. God is the
supreme and ultimate source of all energy.
These principles show us that God is a
Spirit Being, possessing Spirit characteristics
and exerting Spirit influences. Influences of
God are no less God than is the Person of
God. The characteristics of God, His nature,
virtues, attributes, power, mind, and so on,
are no less God than is the Person of God.
God is supreme energy — able to influence
and change all things! But the characteristics
and influences of God are likewise energy,
spirit energy. The Bible declares that God is
love. It doesn’t say that God has love, but
God is love. This is His nature. Did you
know that love is energy? You won’t have to
think about that very long to realize that it is
true. Love is invisible, like the wind, but it is
powerful! It is a force that can influence and
change things. And love can be transmitted,
invisibly, from person to person, even as
light rays are transmitted from the sun to the
earth. The qualities of love can be received
and absorbed by those around us even as the
life-giving qualities of the sun are absorbed
and utilized by every living thing on earth.
“For the Kingdom of God is not meat
and drink; but righteousness, and peace, and
joy in the Holy Spirit.” (Rom. 14:17) Do you
believe peace is real? What does it look like?
Is it round? Is it square? Can you measure it?
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Can you buy a bottle full of peace? No!
Peace is invisible, isn’t it? And peace is also
powerful. So Peace is also spirit. And spirit
1s energy. You know when peace is present.
You can sense peace, experience peace,
speak peace, manifest peace, minister peace.

How about joy? You cannot put joy in
your pocket or roll it up like a wad of bills.
But can joy be found in the world today?
Can we attain joy, individually? Yes, joy is
real. Joy is spirit. Joy is energy.

What is righteousness? Is there any
righteousness on this earth? Righteousness is
living right, right attitude, right motive, a
desire to right living according to God’s
standard. When you receive a new spirit, the
right spirit (the Holy Spirit) you are destined
to right living — to righteousness. It is only
attainable on this earth now because of the
right spirit, the Holy Spirit, God’s Spirit.

I have good news! You can receive a
new spirit, a new energy, the Holy Spirit,
and as a result, attain a walk in right living,
a walk in righteousness. This is what God is.

The above characteristics all qualify as
spirit for they are realities which are both
invisible but powerful. They also all qualify
as energy for they are forces that can make
things change. How we need a receptivity to
these influences in the world today! Thank
God, He is opening up such a receptivity in
a first-fruits company of His chosen ones in
this hour. If there were no receptivity in the
trees, flowers, and shrubs, we would have
nothing but desert around us. Plants spring
to life because of their quiet receptivity of
the energy of the sunlight and the rain. What
they receive, they utilize. That is why the
most basic function of all creation, animate
and inanimate, is receptivity.
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Our basic function 1s the same — simply
to receive of that essence of God, bountifully
poured into us through the Spirit!

Likewise, the Word teaches that Satan
is a spirit being; he possesses an un-holy
spirit mind, disposition, nature, and will,
and he exercises an un-holy spirit influence.
Satan is also energy — misdirected and used
negatively, destructively. “At one time...
you were following the course and fashion
of this world... following the prince of the
power of the air. You were obedient to him
and were under his control, the demon spirit
that still constantly works [Greek: energeo]
in the sons of disobedience... For we are not
wrestling with flesh and blood — contending
only with physical opponents — but against
the despotisms, against the powers, against
the master spirits who are the world rulers of
this present darkness, against spirit forces of
wickedness in the heavenly [supernatural]
sphere.” (Eph. 2:2; 6:12, AMP)

These verses forever expose the error of
those who ignore the personality of Satan
and his associated wicked spirits, believing
that there is no evil being, and that man
merely contends with his own carnal nature
and mind. They are like those who reach the
conclusion that there is no personal God,
but merely good influences which they claim
are inherent in man and are gradually being
evolved to perfection. But you cannot have
virtues, mind, or will without personality,
nor can you have personality without these
characteristics! Both the personality and the
characteristics of God (and the personality
and characteristics of the devil) are called
“Spirit” in the Bible. Both are invisible. Both
are powerful. Both are energy. Both can be
transmitted. And both can change things.

Characteristics of the Holy Spirit

Characteristics of the Spirit

“Spirit” can be used to describe ideas,
thoughts, attitudes, desires, mind, will, and
all such characteristics. This is illustrated by
a story I read recently. An elder was telling
of a young lad in a certain congregation of
the Lord’s body. This boy was a member of
a little league, and a devotee of baseball.
When the World Series ran, he came to the
church meeting dressed in a baseball outfit,
with a glove on one hand and a radio in the
other. His pocket was stretched by a ball. He
didn’t hear the message. His ear was glued
to that radio. He refused to miss one word of
the announcer’s description of the game.
Now, that boy was filled with the spirit of
baseball. He talked baseball, thought base-
ball. He even took his bat to bed. It was all
he cared about. It was his life.

As I write, “equal rights” is a big issue
in our land. Some people are filled with the
spirit of equal rights. They are consumed
with a desire to petition, lecture, organize,
march. Nothing else matters. They eat,
sleep, and dream equal rights. Their money,
time, talents, and energies are exhausted as
they pour themselves into the struggle for
equal status for whatever group they feel is
oppressed. These people are filled with a
“righteous indignation” at the injustices in
the world. It controls the thinking, attitudes,
and disposition of multitudes of citizens.

Perhaps now we can understand what
it really means to be filled with the Holy
Spirit. It means to not only be filled with the
Person and presence of the Holy Spirit of
God, but also with the characteristics of the
Spirit: His nature, will, mind, ways, virtues,
disposition, purpose, desire and so on. Too
many Christians settle for something far less.
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In some circles it is popular to be a
“Spirit-filled” or “charismatic” Christian.
But truly I say to you that multitudes have
settled for some superficial experience of
“tongues,” or some “gift,” or “feeling,” and
have never even dreamed of what it means
to be literally filled with every characteristic
of the divine nature and power of God!

There is nothing wrong with the gift of
tongues, as far as it goes. But being filled
with the Holy Spirit must do far more for us
than cause us to repeat some “gibberish” or
to become ecstatic in our emotions. To be
filled with the Spirit means to be filled with
all that the Spirit is. Jesus was so filled, for
He possessed the Spirit “without measure.”
And Paul prayed for the saints that they may
“... be filled with all the fullness of God.”
(Eph. 3:19) This fullness without measure is
reserved for those whom God has called to
be His end-time overcomers, His Bride.

I cannot overemphasize the importance
of this! Let us take a closer look at some of
the characteristics of the Holy Spirit. He is
called, “the Spirit of God,” “the Spirit of the
Father,” “the Spirit of Christ,” “the Spirit of
Holiness,” “the Spirit of Truth,” “the Spirit
of a Sound Mind,” “the Spirit of Liberty,”
“the Spirit of Burning,” “the Spirit of Meek-
ness,” “the Spirit of Grace,” “the Spirit of
Promise,” “the Spirit of Glory,” “the Spirit
of Counsel,” “the Spirit of Adoption,” “the
Spirit of Prophecy,” “the Spirit of Under-
standing,” “the Spirit of Wisdom,” and so
on. These various titles, often repeated and
used interchangeably, give us full assurance
that they all relate to the same Holy Spirit.
Frequently the word “Holy” is combined, as
for instance, “the Holy Spirit of God,” “the
Holy Spirit of Promise,” and so on.
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These various expressions describe the
nature, disposition, power, and glory of God
our Father, who is Spirit. They are also the
nature, disposition, power, and glory of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the full expression of the
Father into our realm. Likewise, it is the
nature and disposition of all those who are
truly His, in proportion as they have come
into oneness or harmony with Him.

Each of these characteristics is a form
of the energy of God. This energy can be
transmitted to us, to produce its power in us,
as electricity is transmitted from a battery to
a light bulb. When the “Spirit of Holiness” is
transmitted to us, we receive God’s holiness,
thus becoming holy. When the “Spirit of
Wisdom” is transmitted to us, we cease our
natural reasonings and begin to think and
act according to the higher wisdom of God.

Another opposing spirit is mentioned
frequently throughout Scripture. It is called
“the spirit of fear,” “the spirit of bondage,”
“the spirit of the world,” the “foul [unclean]
spirit,” “the spirit of slumber,” “the spirit
now working in the sons of disobedience,”
“the spirit of error,” “the spirit of antichrist,”
“the spirit of jealousy,” and “the spirit of
lawlessness.” This does not imply different
Satans (though he has many demons). These
terms signify in general the evil spirit — the
nature, disposition, power, and will which
emanates from Satan as its chief head; the
same spirit manifesting itself in all who are
receptive to his influence of darkness and
sin. (Eph. 2:1-3) These are all characteristics of
the one satanic spirit, even as “holiness,”
“truth,” “love,” and “life” are characteristics
of the one Holy Spirit. All are characteristics
and influences of personality, invisible and
powerful. All are spirit. All are energy.

M«
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How Spirit Influences
Prov. 23:7; Isa. 26:3; Jn. 13:2; Acts 26:18;
Rom. 1:29-31; 2 Cor. 4:3-4; 10:4-5; Gal. 5:22-23;
Eph. 4:23; 6:11; Phil. 4:8; Col. 3:1-2; James 4:7

This gives us a wonderful understand-
ing of the workings of spirit. We see that
there are two invisible but very real spiritual
forces in this world in which we live. You
and I are the vessels in which they operate,
through which they express themselves.
Their power is spiritual power or influence.

The negative power, who is Satan, is an
influence toward sin and unrighteousness, of
deception and rebellion. This satanic energy
permeates the very atmosphere around each
of us. He is indeed the “prince of the power
of the air.” But more than that, he is also the
spirit that works within those who are lost.
Of this spirit-influence Paul says, “But if our
gospel be hid, it is hid to them who are lost,
in whom the god of this world has blinded
their minds.” (2 Cor. 4:3-4) This influence is
clearly upon the mind of man. That is how
we may be tempted, deceived, or overcome.
“To open their eyes and turn them from
darkness [perverted knowledge, a darkened
mind and understanding] to light, and from
the power of Satan unto God.” (Acts 26:18)
“Supper being ended, the devil having now
put it in the heart [mind, desire] of Judas
Iscariot, to betray Him [Jesus]...” (Jn. 13:2)

Scripture declares that Jesus was led by
the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted
of the devil. (Mat. 4:1) How often, with our
childish and immature understanding, have
we pictured Jesus being confronted by that
legendary figure in the red suit, with horns
on his head and a pitchfork in his hand! But
this is nothing but foolishness, for Satan is a
spirit, and spirit is invisible to human sight.

Characteristics of the Holy Spirit

How often have you been tempted of
the devil? Can you count the times? How
many times has he spoken to you, enticing,
suggesting, compelling? Have you ever seen
him or audibly heard his voice? Probably
not. And yet, you have heard his voice, you
have sensed his presence, and you have felt
his power! It was all in your mind and in
your emotions. How often our Lord speaks
in the same way: the “still small voice,” the
inner knowing, the hunger, the confidence,
the awesome sense of His presence, though
all totally apart from our natural senses. Just
because it is in our mind, does not mean that
it is merely imagination or hallucination!

The activity of the mind 1s primarily in
the area of thoughts. Thoughts are very real.
Thoughts are spiritual realities, transmitted
energy, coming upon you through the gate
of your mind. This energy is transmitted into
your mind to cause you to act or react in a
certain way. Thoughts do have an objective!
You need to learn the objectives of the
thoughts entering your mind. Every decision
that you have ever made or ever will make
has its origin in the invisible spiritual realm.
Whatever thoughts come to us will have the
characteristics of the spirit force influencing
us. These are some of the characteristics that
may accompany Satan and his demons: “...
unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness,
covetousness, malice, envy, jealousy, strife,
murder, deceit; they are gossips, backbiters,
haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters,
inventors of evil, disobedient to parents,
without understanding, covenant breakers,
without natural affection, implacable, un-
merciful.” (Rom. 1:29-31) What a list! Search
your own mind. Stop and think! Are any of
your thoughts carrying these characteristics?
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If so, then you know they come from Satan,
the author of deceit and death. If you allow
them to remain in your mind, you will tend
to grow in the nature of Satan. Little wonder
that we are exhorted to “put on the whole
armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil.” (Eph. 6:11)
And, “Submit yourselves therefore to God,
resist the devil, and He will flee from you.”
(James 4:7) Yielding to God, setting your will
to chose His ways of righteousness, and at
the same time resisting Satan’s evil influence
on your thoughts and rejecting his wicked
ways, blocks Satan’s schemes and forces him
to channel his energy in another direction.

“Be renewed i1n the spirit of your
mind.” (Eph. 4:23 ) Commenting on this
verse, a brother has written: “Note that it
reads: in the spirit of our mind, for this is far
more than just mental gymnastics of our
own self-efforts. It is the energizing of His
Spirit into us which in turn takes dominion
over our mind and brings our mind into
subjection to the Spirit of Truth. There are
beneficial results in the power of positive
thinking, even on natural realms. But true
transformation comes when it is in the spirit
of your mind. O Lord, may it become the
norm of our life to just be thinking Your
thoughts because of the enlargement of Your
Spirit force within us!” Amen!

Now let us list some characteristics of
the spirits (thoughts) which come from God.
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,
gentleness, and self-control.” (Gal. 5:22-23)
Thoughts carrying these characteristics come
from God, the Author of life. Living with
any one of these characteristics will cause
you to become more like God, for they are
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spirit energy producing the power of God’s
divine nature in your life. What frame of
mind do you find yourself living in much of
the time? Think now! Is it creative, virtuous,
joyful, loving, confident, life-giving, humble,
moderate, peaceful? Or is it hateful, proud,
self-centered, intolerant, angry, discouraged,
depressed, frustrated, fearful? You are what
you are because of what you have been
thinking! You are constantly entertaining
and being influenced by thoughts which
originate in the spirit realm. Thoughts, like
the wind, just “blow” into your mind. They
are energy, motivating, directing, and even
compelling your actions. They are powerful
invisible forces that shape your destiny!

“For as he thinks in his heart, so is he.”
(Prov. 23:7) “You will keep him in perfect
peace, whose mind is stayed on You.” (Isa.
26:3 ) “If you then be risen with Christ, seek
those things [thoughts] which are above
[godly] where Christ sits on the right hand of
God. Set your affections [thoughts] on
things above [heavenly], not on things on
the earth.” (Col. 3:1-2) “Finally, brethren
whatsoever things [thoughts] are true, what-
soever things are honest, whatsoever things
are just, whatsoever things are pure, what-
soever things are lovely, whatsoever things
are of good report; if there be any virtue, and
if there be any praise, think on these things.”
These things are all thoughts. (Phil. 4:8)

This we can do, praise God, “... for the
weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but
mighty through God to the pulling down of
strongholds; casting down imaginations
[thoughts], and every high thing that exalts
itself against the knowledge of God, and
bringing into captivity every thought to the
obedience of Christ.” (2 Cor. 10:4-5)
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You Can Minister Spirit!

Acts 1:8; 1 Cor. 6:19-20; 2 Cor. 3:6-9; Gal. 5:22-23

“Who also has made us able [qualified,
competent] ministers of the New Testament,
not of the letter, but of the Spirit; for the
letter kills, but the Spirit gives life.... If the
ministration of death... was glorious... how
shall not the ministration of the Spirit be
even more glorious?” (2 Cor. 3:6-9)

As we discussed in chapter 1, these
verses contain two very important phrases,
“Who has made us able ministers of the
New Testament... of the Spirit” and “the
ministration of... Spirit.”

We have seen that the New Testament
is not the black, leather covered book called
the Bible. This book is what Paul calls “the
letter.” It is the law, the record, the history,
the form, which tells us many things about
the historical man called Jesus. The twenty-
seven books called the New Testament are
merely the guide given to point us to the true
New Testament: Jesus, the Christ of God.

Our text says that God has made us
able ministers of the New Testament. To
minister the New Testament does not mean
to minister sermons, doctrines, laws, or facts
about Jesus Christ. To minister the New
Testament is to minister the very life of God,
which is in Christ in the Spirit. “He has
made us able ministers of... the Spirit.” The
word “minister” means: to serve, impart,
give out, guide, or wait on. As a member of
the new creation, you have been called and
empowered to be an able (capable) minister
of the New Testament, of the Spirit of God!

You may say, “Who, me? A minister of
the Spirit? Why, I can’t even testify without
stuttering and my knees knocking! How can
I ever be an able minister of the Spirit?”

Characteristics of the Holy Spirit

We know how to minister tangible
things. Your hands wash and clothe your
body, minister food to your mouth, salve to
sore muscles, and medicine to an infection.
This is not hard to understand. But how can
a person minister Spirit? We minister Spirit
when we share with others what the Spirit is
within us. As we walk in the attitude and
will of God, we speak His words, impart His
thoughts, and manifest His nature, resulting
in a transmission of Spirit energy, influence,
and power to energize those around us.

How can we describe the Spirit which
comes into us at the time of our baptism in
the Holy Spirit? We can describe the fruit of
the apple tree by the characteristics of the
apple, i.e. color, juiciness, crispness, stem,
core, seeds, and so on. The characteristics
make up the description of what an apple is.
Similarly, we may describe the Holy Spirit
in terms of the virtues or attributes of the
Spirit. “... the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy,
peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithful-
ness, gentleness, self-control.” (Gal. 5:22-23)
Here are nine individual realities which are
invisible to the natural eye, yet we know
they exist, for like the wind we can observe
their influence and effect. They are therefore
spirit, energy.

What kind of fruit does a natural tree
bear? You will answer, “Natural fruit, of
course.” That is right. In nature everything
produces “after its kind.” Apples produce
apples, humans produce humans, monkeys
produce monkeys, dogs produce dogs, and
so on. If natural trees produce natural fruit,
what kind of fruit should we expect from
Spirit? The answer is simple: Spirit fruit! The
fruit must be of the very same nature and
substance as that which produced it.
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God is Spirit. It follows that the fruit of
the Spirit is also Spirit as much as the Spirit
which produces it. To minister the Spirit,
therefore, means nothing more nor less than
to minister the virtues of the fruit of the
Spirit. It does not mean to minister the letter
of the Word, or give pronouncements of
judgment, or preach sermons, or convince
people by doctrinal arguments, or claim that
they are wrong, ungodly, or under God’s
condemnation. No! That is all the ministry
of the letter which kills. We are called to
minister the Spirit which produces life.

God is not complicated. God is love.
Love is not complicated. It has no problem
communicating, influencing, ministering.
When those around us are discouraged and
distraught, we can minister encouragement
to them by our words, attitudes, and deeds.
When people around are sad and distraught,
we minister joy unto them as ministers of
Spirit. In the presence of fear or anxiety we
speak confidence and faith. Our enemies
who hate us receive love in return. When
men curse us, we do good to them, bless
them. When our friends feel lost, when they
are doubting and frustrated, we manifest
such peace and trust that will lift them from
the gloom of despair into faith and victory.
In the midst of strife, we are peacemakers.
In the face of confusion, we offer wisdom
and counsel. This is how we minister Spirit.

Don’t think, dear friend, that in order
to thus minister you must speak idle words,
or put on a front, or exert some self-effort to
impress someone. We are not speaking of
Dale Carnegie’s self-help plan to win friends
and influence people, which is hypocritical,
from the fleshly realm. But you do have the
right to know that at the entrance of the
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Holy Spirit of God into your life, all the
virtues and abilities of the Spirit actually
became resident within you. By recognizing
and acknowledging this life and power of
the Spirit within, we are enabled at any and
all times to appropriate it for ourselves and
to minister its reality to all whom the Father
directs. “But you shall receive power, when
the Holy Spirit has come upon you. And
you shall be My witnesses...” (Acts 1:8)

Never forget, dear Reader, that all of
the virtues and characteristics of the Holy
Spirit are Spirit, and therefore are energy —
power! In the areas of will, attitude, or mind
there is always a transmission of energy.
Haven’t you noticed one person’s attitude
“rub off” onto another? If one begins com-
plaining, soon everyone is complaining. If
one gets argumentative, soon everyone is in
a heated argument. Or, a group of people
may feel frustrated or hopeless in a situation,
and just one person can enter the room with
a smile on his face, radiating the attitude of
confidence and faith, speak a positive word
of encouragement and victory, and soon the
whole atmosphere is charged with this new
expectation. The spirit of the entire group is
raised up into hope and anticipation. What
1s this? It is the work of spirit. It is invisible,
intangible energy — power! Invisible, but
very real and very powerful.

In this world, a definite transference of
spirit energy constantly flows from person to
person. It can be positive or negative. The
success of false religions, communism, rock
music, immorality, and so on, are the direct
result of negative satanic spirit influence
transmitted to the masses through ministers
of unrighteousness who are filled with and
thus transmitters of the un-holy spirit.
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I must make one thing very clear. In the
final analysis, we only perceive two sources
of spirit energy: from God or through the
devil. If T am sowing discord among the
brethren or proclaiming some false doctrine
of “free love” in order to seduce beautiful
young Christian girls to commit adultery,
then the energy flow is satanic, corrupting,
death producing. On the other hand, if my
friend is depressed and discouraged and I
speak a word of faith in love from the Lord,
lifting him out of despair and bondage into
the liberty of the Spirit, then the energy flow
is from the Holy Spirit within me.

Many have believed in a third primary
source of spirit energy: the human soul. The
field of psychology pertains to the human
soul. What is psychology? The word itself
comes from two Greek words, “psyche”
meaning soul and “logia” meaning study.
Psychology is the science (study) of the soul.
The soul is the human identity, personality.

The word “psychic” refers to one who
works with “soul-power.” Most so-called
“psychics” want you to believe that they are
scientific rather than religious or occultic.
Like psychics, psychologists try to convince
you that most of what you think or do is
completely amoral, neither good nor evil,
like deciding whether to wear blue socks or
brown. “It is your own personal preference,”
they say, “and has no eternal significance
either way. You just do whatever feels good
and don’t feel guilty about it.” This is far too
expansive a subject to really cover here;
indeed, it would take an entire book in itself.
But I assure you that there is a very grave
deception in that kind of thinking, and it
may have serious consequences for any who
submit to such psychologists or psychics.

Characteristics of the Holy Spirit

Either Jesus Christ is my Lord or He is
not. If He is my Lord (and He is), then I do
all things as unto Him. (1 Cor. 10:31) My basic
motivation in even the smallest thought or
deed is to find and do His perfect will for me
at that instant. If He is not my Lord (God
forbid!), then I live for self, having as my
basic motivation seeking my own pleasure,
acceptance, healing, and yes, even eternal
life. I can be very religious and still have that
basic self-for-self motivation. I could give all
my possessions to feed the poor and give my
body to be burned, but if I have not that self-
giving love (which alone is truly divine love)
then I am worthless. (1 Cor. 13:3)

The fruit of the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil is still bad fruit, even when we
choose the good, because it is the human self
making the choice, rather than our Lord and
King. The serpent was absolutely right when
he said, “... you will be like God, knowing
good and evil.” But, typical of Satan, he
didn’t tell the whole truth. He should have
admitted, “Yes, you will be like God, setting
yourself up in contention with Him for the
lordship over your life, knowing just enough
about what is good or evil to make your own
self-centered choices in life. And I (ahem)
will be right there to guide you into all the
depravity I've planned for you!”

Another has said it well, “Belief in an
independent human nature is Satan’s lie and
the root of sin. Non-Christians are really
Satan-indwelt, expressing his lusts (Jn. 8:44),
just as we have come to learn that Christians
are Christ-indwelt, expressing His righteous-
ness. (2 Cor. 6:16) Humans have no moral
nature of their own, meaning that we are
simply expressions of the indwelling deity
nature, either of Christ or Satan.
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“The human soul is an empty vessel
created to be filled with spirit. In every case
it is either filled by choice with the Spirit of
God, or filled by choice with the spirit of
Satan (which is overt rebellion against God),
or deceived into believing that it is operating
independently from either God or Satan, in
which case, it has believed the lie first given
to Eve in the Garden of Eden.”

A few examples before we move on. If
I am trying to convince my six-year-old
daughter that she should eat her vegetables
for her own health’s sake, one might say that
I am exerting “soul power,” the influence,
energy, or power of the human personality.
Neither the Spirit of God nor the spirit of
Satan are in direct operation here, they say.
However, God judges not according to the
outward appearance, but according to the
heart. What is the heart motivation here? If
my motivation is really a godly love and
concern for her health and well-being, then
the Spirit of God is operating in and through
me to influence her. But if instead my basic
motivation is, “She is my daughter; I want
her to be healthy so she will look nice and I
can be proud of her (not to mention so I can
avoid the future medical bills)” then I am
operating under that deceptive spirit of error
which expresses itself as the “self-nature,”
but is really Satan’s own nature of rebellion
against God and setting myself up as my
own god. Even Peter, shortly after he had
been commended for his revelation of Jesus
as the Messiah, was literally called Satan
when he (humanly, logically) opposed Jesus’
crucifixion. (Mat. 16:23)

A doting parent will often think, “Oh,
my Eddy is an innocent little angel; he was
simply born with an unusually strong will.”
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I've got bad news for you, young parent.
Your “innocent little strong-willed angel” is
filled with the satanic spirit of self-centered
rebellion. Eddy was born with it all right; he
inherited it from Adam. But it will still have
to be crucified and buried with Christ at
Golgotha before Eddy can ever be set free to
walk with the sons of God. It is sad that so
much of the devil’s operations are called
“psychic,” “soulish,” or merely “normal
human nature,” thus deluding and deceiving
multitudes of people into believing that it is
ordinary soul power or the power of the
human personality instead of Satan power.

The point we wish to emphasize here is
that you have the unique potential to be a
transmitter of the life-giving energy of God
here and now. You will minister spirit, one
way or another, but you can minister Holy
Spirit! All the nature and character of God
can be transferred through you to the world
around you, thus producing harmony and
reconciliation with God.

God in Christ is in us, transforming our
character into His own, making it possible
for us to consciously impart and share with
others His virtues. Since we are the sons of
our Father, the sons of God upon this earth,
our responsibility now is to allow our bodies
to become His vessels, the channels for
God’s life and glory to affect the world. God
purchased us with the blood of His dear Son
that we might become His expression to the
whole universe. “What? Know you not that
your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit
which is in you, which you have of God,
and you are not your own? For you are
bought with a price; therefore glorify God in
your body and in your spirit, which are
God’s.” (1 Cor. 6:19-20)
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The Senses of the Holy Spirit
1 Cor. 2:9-14; Rom. 8:7

The natural man judges his affairs by
his five senses — sight, hearing, touch, smell,
and taste. But these five natural senses are
subject to the influence and control of the
spirit of error (lies — Satan the deceiver), for
“the natural man receives not the things of
the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness
unto him; neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned.” (1
Cor. 2:14) Also “... to be carnally minded is
death... because the carnal mind is enmity
against God; for it is not subject to the law
of God, neither indeed can it be.” (Rom. 8:6-7)

So these five senses of the natural man
are not sufficient for the members of the new
creation. They need other senses whereby to
apprehend spiritual things, which cannot be
seen, felt, tasted, heard, or smelled by the
human organism. The Lord has provided for
this through the Holy Spirit. So “... eye has
not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered
into the heart of man [by any natural sense
of perception] the things which God has in
reservation for those who love Him — but
God has revealed them unto us [the “new
creation”] by His Spirit; for the Spirit
searches out [discerns] all things, yes the
deep things of God.” (1 Cor. 2:9-14)

The Holy Spirit does indeed possess all
the senses that mankind possesses, except in
that higher and purer realm of divine Spirit.
When we are born of Spirit, every element
of the Spirit’s personality, including the five
senses of God, becomes an element of the
personality of our new-creation man, our
new life and nature in Christ. Thus we have
a complete set of the five additional spiritual
senses, corresponding to our physical senses.

Characteristics of the Holy Spirit

Gradually, as we are quickened to
become aware of these senses, “the eyes of
our understanding” open wider and wider to
the things not seen by the natural eye; by
degrees the hearing of faith increases until
every good promise of God is established as
truth within; in time we come into touch
with the Lord and His invisible powers; little
by little, we taste and see that the Lord is
good, full of grace, mercy, and truth; after a
time, we come to appreciate and enjoy those
sacrifices and incense-prayers and praises
which are of sweet odor to the Lord. Just as
the natural senses can be cultivated, so can
the spiritual senses. It is the cultivation of
these spiritual senses that marks our growth
in grace — our development as sons of God —
maturing in the glory and honor of the
divine nature in Christ.

Since our baptism in the Holy Spirit, we
are literally “plugged in” to God’s unlimited
energy supply. Though this energy of the
Spirit is invisible, its effects are tangible and
visible. This can be illustrated by the electric
power in your home’s wiring. The power is
invisible, but when the cord is plugged into
the outlet and the switch is turned on, the
power manifests itself in the function of the
appliance on the other end of the cord. The
same power produces light from the lamp,
heat from the stove, sound from the radio,
pictures in the television, and so on. All of
these, and many more, are the blessings of
having electricity in your home. So the Holy
Spirit is God’s spiritual power, which
moves, enlightens, regenerates, transforms,
renews, leads, instructs, and strengthens all
who, having a proper relationship of open-
hearted submission within themselves, are
brought into connection with it.
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“The heav’ns declare Your glory, Lord

Through all the realms of boundless space.
The soaring mind may roam abroad,

And there Your power and wisdom trace.

“Author of nature’s wondrous laws,
Preserver of its glorious grace,
We hail You as the great First Cause,
And here delight Your ways to trace.

“By faith we see Your glory now,

Receive Your wisdom, love and grace;
In praise and adoration bow,

Rejoice to see Your glorious face.

“Emptied of self and filled with thee,

Dead to self — and so dead to sin,
Spirit of God abide in me;

Spirit divine, come reign within!

“In Christ, when all things are complete
Things in earth and things in heav’n
The heav’ns and earth shall be replete
With Your high praises, ever given.”
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Chapter 5 - The Spirit of Jehovah

Introduction

Everything in the Old Testament given
to Israel is for our instruction. (1 Cor. 10:11)
For example, a study of the priesthood of
Israel is valuable, as it wonderfully typified
and foreshadowed that there would come
forth into the world a Spirit-anointed body
of people, a royal company of king-priests,
to bring the redemptive blessings of the
Kingdom of God to all families of the earth.

Under the law, priests were installed to
their service in an “anointing” ceremony.
For this purpose, they used “holy anointing
oil.” This was a special ointment used only
upon the priests. Everyone else was strictly
prohibited from having it. (Ex. 30:25-33, 38)
This oil typifies the Holy Spirit of adoption
whereby the saints, the real (antitypical)
“royal priesthood,” are sealed as the sons of
God. Only the consecrated ones, the priests,
are ever to be thus anointed.

The apostle Peter revealed who were
typified by the Aaronic priesthood, when,
addressing those who were consecrated and
separated unto the purposes of God, he said,
“... by the sanctifying work of the Spirit...
You are... a holy priesthood, to offer up
spiritual sacrifices, acceptable to God by
Jesus Christ... You are a chosen generation,
a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a special
people for God’s own possession, that you
may show forth the praises of Him who has
called you out of the darkness and into His
marvelous light.” (1 Peter 1:2; 2:5, 9)

The Spirit of Jehovah

The head (High Priest) of this priest-
hood is the Lord Jesus. “Holy brethren,
partakers of the heavenly calling [as priests],
consider the Apostle and High Priest of our
profession, Christ Jesus.” (Heb. 3:1) Aaron,
the typical high priest, represented Jesus, the
head. But Aaron also represented the entire
priesthood, which is typified by the church
as members of Christ’s body. Thus the
Aaronic priesthood as a whole is a type, and
Jesus, both head and many-membered body,
is the antitype.

As Aaron had the holy oil poured upon
his head (Ex. 29:7; 30:23-33), so the Lord Jesus,
our head, was anointed with the antitypical
oil — the Holy Spirit — when He was thirty
years of age, at the Jordan, at the time of His
manifestation as the Son of God. There He
was “anointed with the oil of gladness above
His fellows” — as head over all who would
become His joint-heirs, the church.

Subsequent to this anointing, Jesus was
able to stand in the synagogue in Nazareth
and read, “The Spirit of the Lord God is
upon Me; because the Lord has anointed
Me...” (Isa. 61:1) and declare to His hearers,
“This day is this Scripture fulfilled in your
ears!” John testified of that anointing of the
Spirit upon Jesus that it was “without
measure,” in fullness, unlimited. (Jn. 3:34 ff)
Peter adds his testimony, “God anointed
Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and
with power, who went about doing good,
and healing all who were oppressed of the
devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts 10:38)
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It 1s important to note that in the Old
Testament type, the holy anointing oil was
poured only on the head of the high priest.
Other priests were not anointed individually.
They were recognized as members of the
high priest’s body, receiving their anointing
only in him as their head. Hence also the
antitypical priests of the royal priesthood are
merely partakers of the Spirit and anointing
of Christ. There 1s only one anointing. All
who are “in Christ Jesus” are partakers of
His anointing, which seals all those who will
be recognized as the heirs of God’s promises
and joint-heirs with Jesus Christ their Lord.

The oil “ran down... to the skirts of his
[the high priest’s] garments,” (Ps. 133:2) thus
representing how all the members of Christ’s
body are to be partakers of the very same
anointing after their head. And so we read,
“The anointing which you have received of
Him abides in you.” (1 Jn. 2:27) The oil began
to reach the body on the day of Pentecost,
and flowed on down through the church
age, anointing all who are baptized into
Christ as king-priests unto God.

When all the members, the complete
“seed of Abraham,” come into this glorious
body of sons, when the “holy anointing oil”
runs down “to the skirts of His garments,”
bringing the full measure of His glory and
power to each member, then will begin that
great “manifestation of the sons of God” for
which the whole creation is groaning. (Rom.
8:14-23) The kingly and priestly ministry of
this many-membered company of sons shall
usher in an age of deliverance and blessing
on all the earth. For the glorious reign of this
royal High Priest, head and body, we pray,
“Your Kingdom come! Your will be done
on earth as it is in heaven!”
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The Spirit of Jehovah
Gen. 17:15-16; Ex. 3:13-14; Isa. 11:1-9; 61:1;
Mal. 3:6; Mat. 1:21; Lk. 4:18; Jn. 1:40-42; 5:26;
Heb. 13:8; James 1:17; Rev. 5:6

Upon this many-membered body of
royal priests, as upon their Lord and head,
shall rest the seven Spirits of God even as
the prophet foretold, saying,

“The Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him,
The Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding,
The Spirit of Counsel and Might,

The Spirit of Knowledge and the Fear of the
Lord.” (Isa. 11:2-:3)

This sevenfold Spirit of God is the
fullness of the wisdom, glory, nature, and
power of God which rested upon and filled
Jesus Christ. This is the Spirit unlimited,
without measure. These are the seven Spirits
continually before God’s throne, by whom
the world will be ruled in righteousness. Of
the One who is anointed with this sevenfold
Spirit Isaiah said, “The Spirit of the Lord
shall rest upon Him... and He shall not
judge after the sight of His eyes, neither re-
prove after the hearing of His ears, but with
righteousness shall He judge the poor, and
reprove with equity for the meek of the
earth; and He shall smite the earth with the
rod of His mouth... righteousness shall be
the belt about His loins... they shall not hurt
nor destroy in all My holy mountain, for the
earth shall be full of the knowledge of the
Lord as the waters cover the sea.” (Isa. 11:2-9)

This sevenfold anointing is the “seven
horns and seven eyes, which are the seven
Spirits of God sent forth into all the earth.”
(Rev. 5:6) The seven eyes of God’s insight and
understanding shall be sent forth into all the
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earth to search the hearts of men and of
nations, and the seven horns of God’s power
shall arise as a rod of iron to rule over all
nations, bringing them into peace and right-
eousness before Him. Those blessed sons of
God who are to share the fullness of this
anointing, reigning with Him in His King-
dom, will not be those who have spent their
time “beating the air” in man’s programs
and kingdoms, but those who through vital
contact with Christ Jesus have fully partaken
of the sevenfold Spirit of Sonship. Thus their
wisdom, knowledge, and power will not
come from seminaries, churches, rituals, or
methods of the harlot religious systems of
this world, but from the blessed fact that
they have been with Jesus.

The first of these seven Spirits is called,
“The Spirit of the Lord.” Of the Spirit which
was bestowed upon Jesus it is written, “The
Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me, because
He has anointed Me...” (Lk. 4:18) Turning to
the prophecy from which this quotation is
made, the original Hebrew would be better
translated, “The Spirit of the Lord Jehovah
is on Me, because Jehovah has anointed Me
to proclaim good tidings to the humble.”
(Isa. 61:1) Similarly, Isa. 11:2-3 should read,
“The Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon Him,
the Spirit of Wisdom and Understanding,
the Spirit of Counsel and Might, the Spirit of
Knowledge and the Fear of Jehovah.”

Thus it can be seen that the very first
aspect of this sevenfold Spirit of God is that
it is the Spirit of Jehovah (Heb: YHWH,
now commonly translated “the LORD”). It
was the “Spirit of Jehovah” which was upon
Jesus the head, and it is thus “The Spirit of
Jehovah” which is communicated from the
head to the elect members of His body.

The Spirit of Jehovah

No doubt you have heard the question,
“What’s in a name?” Though it is often
asked facetiously, the fact remains that there
i1s much in a name. In modern times, it
seems the names we give our children have
little significance. We may name them after
a favorite relative, or choose a name because
we like its sound or association. But in Bible
times, names were often given by prophetic
utterance or under divine inspiration so that
they actually revealed the nature, character,
and destiny of the person.

“You shall call His name Jesus,” said
the angel, “for He shall save His people from
their sins.” (Mat. 1:21) Jesus means “Jehovah
1s salvation,” and the name expresses that
glorious redemptive work accomplished
only by and through Him. Abram, which
means “father,” had his name changed to
Abraham, “father of many nations,” as he
has become. His wife’s name was changed
from Sarai, “dominant, contentious,” to
Sarah, meaning “Princess,” for, said the
Lord, “I will bless her, and she shall be a
mother of nations; kings of peoples shall be
of her.” (Gen. 17:15-16) Jesus changed the
names of James and John to Boanerges,
“sons of thunder,” because the name befitted
these men who thought to call down fire
from heaven to destroy the unbelievers.
When Andrew brought his brother to Jesus,
our Lord greeted Peter with these words,
“You are Simon, the son of Jonas; you shall
be called Cephas, which is by interpretation,
a stone.” (Jn. 1:40-42) Peter later became the
spiritual foundation stone of the apostolic
ministry. Thus the name which the Lord
gave Peter calls attention to his nature and
ministry. This pattern is seen all through the
Scriptures, from Genesis to the Revelation.

bl
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To properly understand what is meant
by “the Spirit of Jehovah,” we need to un-
derstand the meaning of the name. Jehovah
1s an English form of the ancient Hebrew
word “YHWH.” In the King James Version
of the Bible, it 1s mistranslated “LORD” with
all capitals. It is correctly rendered “Jehovah”
in a few modern translations such as the
American Standard Version. So when you
see the word “LORD,” in capitals, it should
be “Jehovah” or “YHWH.” This is the
name by far the most frequently employed in
the Old Testament, occurring 6,823 times.

The name “Jehovah” is derived from
the Hebrew verb “hayah” meaning “to be,”
or “being.” This word is almost exactly like
the Hebrew verb, “chayah,” which means
“to live,” or “life.” One can readily see the
connection between being and life. Thus
Jehovah means “the self-existent One” or
“the eternal.” He is the One (the only One)
who in Himself possesses life derived from
no source other than Himself and dependent
upon no other person or thing. Any being
whose existence is dependent in any manner
upon another, or upon conditions such as
food, light, air, water, and so on, or even on
some cosmic influence, is not self-existent.

This quality is inherent in Jehovah God
alone, as it is written, “The Father has life in
Himself.” (Jn. 5:26) His existence is therefore
not derived from anything, dependent upon
anything, or sustained by anything, but in-
herent and eternal within Himself. The
Hebrew verbs for “to be” and “to live” de-
note both essential life and a state of being.
Hence, the meaning of the name Jehovah
says that God is not only eternal Himself,
but all His nature and characteristics are as
eternal and unchangeable as is His life.
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The origin and meaning of the name
Jehovah are especially seen in relation to
Israel. When Moses at the burning bush said
to God, “When I come to the children of
Israel and say unto them, ‘The God of your
fathers has sent me unto you,’ and they say
to me, “What is His name?’, what shall I say
to them?” And God said unto Moses, “I Am
That I Am. Thus shall you say to the sons of
Israel, ‘I AM has sent me unto you.’” (Ex.
3:13-14) The origin of this name is exactly the
same as that of Jehovah — being, existence —
and denotes the One who always has been,
is, and always will be: personal, continuous,
independent, absolute existence.

“I Am That I Am” reveals God as the
unchangeable One. In this name Jehovah is
saying to Moses and the children of Israel,
“What I am now, I always was and always
will be. I am what I am unchangeably and
eternally. Tell the people of Israel that the
eternal, self-existent, unchangeable One has
sent you. What I promised Abraham, I Am!
What I promised Isaac, I Am! And what I
promised Jacob and all his sons, I Am! And
throughout all your days, in every situation
and circumstance, even to the end of time,
when you seek My face and call upon Me,
you will find that I Am what I Am!”

Long centuries later, Jehovah spoke to
the prophet Malachi these words, “I am
Jehovah, I change not.” (Mal. 3:6) Of Him
who came into the world as the embodiment
and visible representation of Jehovah it is
written, “Jesus Christ the same yesterday,
and today, and forever.” (Heb. 13:8) The
apostle James witnessed of Him, “Every
good gift... comes down from the Father of
lights, with whom is no variableness, neither
shadow of turning.” (James 1:17)
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Self-Existent Life
Isa. 11:2; Jn. 11:26; 17:2; Rom. 8:9-11;

1 Cor. 15:45-47; 1 Tim. 5:6; 1 Jn. 5:11-12

Only Jehovah possesses eternal life and
an incorruptible nature in Himself. Man was
born without the vital essence that enables
him to live forever. Man is mortal. Man is a
breathing, eating, drinking, blood-circulating
physical being. Never forget, dear friend,
that “The first man Adam was made a living
soul... the first man is of the earth, earthy.”
(1 Cor. 15:45, 47) The first Adam was made
with the potential for eternal life, but only by
eating from the tree of life. As we all know,
Adam and Eve chose the wrong tree.

This natural life, now under the curse
of sin and death, is not really life at all. It is
really death, as Paul so forcefully taught.
“She that lives in pleasure [sensuality] is
dead while she lives.” (1 Tim. 5:6)

Let us now contrast the glory of the last
Adam, Jesus, with the state of that first man.
The first Adam was “made a living soul,”
but the last Adam was “made a quickening
[life-giving] Spirit.” (1 Cor. 15:45) A life-giving
Spirit! The first man was given only the
“breath of life.” The second man contained
all the fullness of divine life of His Father!
“And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon
Him.” (Isa. 11:2) The Spirit of Jehovah is the
Spirit of self-existent life, even the eternal,
incorruptible, and unchanging life of God!

Jesus made a statement which the first
Adam could never have made. He said,
“For as the Father has life in Himself; so has
He given to the Son to have life in Himself.”
(Jn. 5:25-26) Life in Himself! Self-existent life!
Jesus could say, “I am the life!” No other
person before Him could say that. Jesus has
the life in Himself because He is life!

The Spirit of Jehovah

The greatest wonder is not that Jesus
possessed the self-existent life of God; it is
that God made Him “a life-giving Spirit.”
“This 1s the record, that God has given to us
eternal life, and this life is in His Son. He
who has the Son has the [eternal] life...” (1
Jn. 5:11-12) Notice the result of having the
Holy Spirit, “Now if any man have not the
Spirit of Christ he is none of His. And if
Christ be in you the body is dead because of
sin; but the Spirit is life because of righteous-
ness. But if the Spirit of Him who raised up
Christ from the dead dwell in you, He who
raised up Christ from the dead [Jehovah]
shall also quicken your mortal bodies by His
Spirit that dwells in you.” (Rom. 8:9-11) If the
Spirit of Jehovah dwells in us, He brings the
power to commence eternal life within us!

Jesus said, “Father... glorify Your Son

. as You have given Him power over all
flesh, that He should give eternal life to as
many as You have given Him.” (Jn. 17:2)
From the incorruptible seed of Christ, placed
in the womb of the believing heart, comes
forth that incorruptible new creation which
lives and abides forever. When John said,
“He who has the Son has the life,” he was
speaking of that incorruptible life which
Jesus is. When Jesus said, “He who believes
on Me shall never die,” (Jn. 11:26) He was not
talking about the possibility of just extending
our physical existence forever so we would
never go to the grave. He meant that He was
planting a new life within us: God’s own
incorruptible, self-existent life. The life Jesus
has made available is the life He is, the life
of Jehovah, the life of eternity. It is the life
which produces an eternal Spirit, nature,
and essence of the same quality as the self-
existent life possessed by God our Father.
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Here, in receiving of this life, the “holy
anointing oil” of Jehovah’s Spirit flows from
the head to the body, giving unto the body
the same self-existent life which originally
was only in the Son. Thus, saints filled with
His Spirit and life can now say, “As the Son
has life in Himself; so has He given the sons,
the members of His body, to have life in
themselves!” This is the “eternal life” Jesus
promised in John 3:15-16: the self-existent
life of God in Christ. “It is no longer I who
live but Christ who lives in me!” (Gal. 2:20)

The Well Within
Jn. 4:6-14; 7:38-39; Col. 1:27; 1 Jn. 4:4

How many of the Lord’s dear children
do not understand this one simple, sublime
truth — that they have within them the self-
existent life of God! How many weak and
weary saints are constantly running around
from meeting to meeting, from revival to
revival, from preacher to preacher, from
prayer group to prayer group, seeking life.
These dear souls are those who always need
to receive some kind of “blessing.”

Blessing seekers are yet babes. There is
nothing wrong with beginning as a babe. But
babies should grow up, fast! You can always
spot a babe in Christ, because his whole
world is on the outside. Babies are weak and
helpless. A baby is often in a mess. He gets
hungry or thirsty, needs a diaper change, has
the colic, needs a bath, or gets hurt. And an
undeniable fact about babies is that they
can’t do anything about their problems
themselves. The baby’s whole world is on
the outside. He is totally dependent upon
what others do for him. Someone else must
always be ministering to his needs. Someone
else must change him, feed him, bathe him.
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Thus we see that there are three basic
characteristics that accompany babyhood:
(1) The baby has more problems than most
older folk, (2) He is totally dependent upon
others, unable to do anything for himself,
and (3) When he has a need he cries until
someone comes and meets it. What a picture
is this of the babes in Christ!

Baby Christians are constantly loaded
down with problems. They are always sick,
or discouraged, or depressed, or offended, or
confused, or upset, or worried, or fearful,
or... They take up 90 percent of the elders’
time, strength, and patience in most groups.
You must constantly be praying for them,
encouraging them, counseling them, deliver-
ing them, and lifting them up. They will
answer every altar call, stand in every prayer
line, and follow every ministry where they
may get another “blessing” or “experience.”
They have the victory when everything is
going well or when they are struck with
some ecstatic experience such as “falling out
under the power” or receiving a personal
word of prophecy. But as soon as their new
“blessing” wears off, they are so weak, they
can’t make it without another spiritual “fix.”

What’s wrong with these folk? I will tell
you. Their source of life is on the outside.
Being babes, they are not yet aware that all-
sufficient, self-existent life dwells within
them. They are unable to appropriate that
life for themselves. Their senses have not
been exercised to discern that He who is in
them is greater than he who is in the world.
(1 Jn. 4:4) They have not yet matured to the
place where they truly know Christ as the
substance of their inward life, their all-in-all,
sufficient to transcend every problem and
conquer every enemy within or without.
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Intentionally or not, many preachers
keep their people perpetually on this baby
level of immaturity by restricting their diet to
“milk” and training their babies to always
look to the pulpit to be taught, delivered,
healed, inspired, or blessed. What a tragedy!

God 1s desirous of a people who come
to know that they have life in themselves!
This is a glorious company of overcomers,
all those who are aware of the life within.
They are strong. They are full of faith and
the Holy Spirit. They have discovered the
river of life flowing deep within their spirits,
powerful and abundant. They are victorious.
They are never discouraged by any situation,
not upset by any circumstance. They are
constant — not “up” one day and “down”
the next. They seldom have prayer requests.
They are always encouraging others but
never needing to be encouraged themselves.
They minister to many, but do not stop to
“be ministered to.” They are not offended by
what others say or do. They are not anxious,
fearful, worried, depressed, or confused.
They don’t quit when the going gets rough.
They don’t whine about how “the old devil”
has been after them all week. They don’t
talk about their problems. They are not sad,
sorrowful, or downcast — regardless of what
happens. The word of Christ dwells in them
richly. They sing a new song, even praise
unto our God! They walk in wisdom and
understanding, in confidence and faith in the
faithfulness and purposes of God, and
“rejoice in expectation of the glory of God.”
They are always positive, always rejoicing in
the Lord and walking in His victory. What is
the secret of these people’s victory? I will tell
you. They have life in themselves! Only one
with life in himself can be an overcomer.

The Spirit of Jehovah

There was One who perfectly walked in
this realm, and He overcame all things.
Upon Him rested the fullness of the Spirit of
Jehovah, the Spirit of self-existent life. Can
you imagine Jesus plopping Himself down
on a rock and calling to Peter, James, and
John, “Boys, this depression has got to Me.
Please come over here and pray for Me. 1
really need to be ministered to today. Ever
since we left Galilee, the old devil has really
been after Me. Lay hands on Me and rebuke
this thing! I think it started last week when
Father showed Me that Judas will betray
Me. I've been so upset ever since. If I don’t
get the victory pretty soon, I won’t be able to
minister in Samaria like Father wants.” Hal!
It seems blasphemous to even think it!

Jesus said, “The Son of Man came not
to be ministered unto, but to minister, and to
give His life...” (Mat. 20:2) Jesus did not
come to receive life, for He is life! He has life
in Himself even as the Father has life in
Himself. In that source of self-existent life is
contained every element of victory He could
ever need. When He needed power, it was in
the life within Him. If He needed encourage-
ment, it was in the life within Him. This is a
life that is not dependent on anything from
without, for it is self-existent life, a life all-
sufficient and unchanging, neither requiring
sustenance nor any external source.

This is the life we have in Christ and
which Christ is in us! Nothing brings greater
joy to my spirit than seeing the members of
Christ’s body coming unto this “measure” of
the stature of the “fullness of Christ” and
“growing up into Him in all things, who is
the head, even Christ” that they “henceforth
be no more children, tossed to and fro, and
carried about by every wind...” (Eph. 4:13-15)
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Oh that God’s people would seek Him
until the Holy Spirit illumines their minds,
filling them with a mighty revelation of the
glorious and eternal reality now abiding in
the spirits of all who are born of God, even
the indwelling of the Spirit of Jehovah, the
Spirit of self-existent life!

Jesus and His disciples decided to stop
one day at Jacob’s well in Sychar for lunch.
Jesus sat in the shade of the well’s shelter
while His disciples went to the nearby town
for food. After they left, a woman with a
water pot on her shoulder approached the
well. Jesus startled her by asking for a drink.
Her response was brittle with the hatred
between the two peoples, “How is it that
you, being a Jew, ask me for a drink since I
am a Samaritan woman?” (Jn. 4:9) Jesus was
unruffled, offering her the gift He had come
to give to all, “If you knew the gift of God,
and who it is that says to you, ‘Give Me a
drink,” you would have asked Him, and He
would have given you living water.” (Jn. 4:10)

She responded by saying, “You don’t
have a bucket, and this well i1s deep. How
are you going to draw water from this well?
Have you got some water that doesn’t come
from this well? Are you greater than our
father Jacob?” She was a little provoked
with this Jew who is speaking to her.

So Jesus told her a principle that she
understood all too well in the natural. He
said, “You’ve been drinking this water all
your life, and you still have to keep coming
back each day. You know how wearisome it
is to trudge back and forth through the heat
and dust with that water pot on your head.
But if you drink of the water that I give you,
you’ll never thirst again! It will become in
you as a well overflowing with life eternal!”
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Jesus spoke to this woman of a truth
more wonderful and glorious than the vast
majority of Christians have ever grasped.
How many of the Lord’s people still come to
the well? How many of us still get our water,
our source of life — from the outside? We are
still trying to pray something down from
heaven. We are always looking up to some
minister, some meeting, some prophet, some
healer, or some experience from which we
can draw life. And after all our running to
and fro from well to well, we’re still thirsty.
We're still conscious of our need. So we
keep looking for a well from which to draw
to quench our thirst and meet our need.
Some think it 1s normal, even commendable
to always be thirsty, to ever be coming to the
well, drinking again and again and again.

Oh, how “need” conscious are God’s
little children! Years ago I was in a meeting
where a brother expressed the mentality of
the majority of Christians today. He asked
the congregation, “How many have a need
tonight?” Every hand in the room shot up.
The brother continued, “If you don’t have a
need, then you ought to!” How many of us
are centered around our “needs”? If you
removed the saints “needs” from the average
church meeting, they wouldn’t know what
to do. Most of our meetings simply assume
that everyone desperately needs God. But
how many start with the assumption that we
are already filled with God by His Spirit?

I don’t want anyone to misunderstand
me here. I am not opposed to meetings! It is
right that God’s people come together as a
corporate expression of the body of Christ
upon earth. That fellowship, and the work of
God which emanates forth from it, is a vital
aspect of Kingdom ministry.
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But most saints need a change in the
focus of the meetings. Instead of coming as
empty buckets we should come together as
flowing rivers! Remember that in Christ we
are a new creation. The old creation comes
together saying, “We're all here tonight
because we need God, we need filling, we
need a blessing.” But if we come as the new
creation in Christ, in the Spirit of Sonship,
we will say, “We’re here to be a worship
and praise unto God, to delight Him and
rejoice His heart, to shine with God’s glory,
to discern and do His will, to express Him to
a dark and needy world!” What a difference!

Usually a preacher stands in the pulpit
and says, “I hope you folks expect to get a
blessing tonight.” That is the highest expres-
sion of Christianity that most people know,
but in all reality, it’s not Christianity at all;
it’s the cry of children who are hungry,
thirsty, and empty because they don’t know
where the well is. They have no life in them-
selves, so they are always searching for some
water to quench their thirsty souls. How
many Christians are deceived by the false
idea that the one who is the most spiritual is
the one who is most conscious of his need —
the one who tarries the longest, prays the
loudest, or travails and cries out to God the
most? But I declare to you that this is not an
expression of spirituality. It is an expression
of spiritual poverty. It is the cry of babies.

We see these Christians coming to
meetings all the time with their “buckets.”
“Brother Eby, fill ’er up! I've got to have a
whole lot. I’ve got some real tough problems
to face this week, and I've got to get enough
to carry me through. I've just got to have a
“touch” from God! Oh, I'm so hungry, so
thirsty, help me! Please, fill 'er up!”

The Spirit of Jehovah

Show me some saints who know they
have the well on the inside, and I'll show
you a people who are never talking about
how much they need a touch from God.
They are not anxious about their own needs.
They are focused on His fullness! How can
one be conscious of his own need, of the
need of a touch from God, when a literal
Niagara of living water is gushing forth from
his innermost being?

Now, don’t misunderstand me! I don’t
mean that these are never weak, or that they
never have any problems. Certainly they do!
You would be amazed at all the devil throws
at them, for they are a serious threat to his
kingdom. But one thing they know: the well,
the source of life, the answer to the problem
is not on the outside, it’s on the inside.
When we know that the well is on the
inside, then we’ll understand what God is
after in our meetings. It is our expression of
His well, the manifestation within us of the
self-existent life of Jehovah, spreading life,
His life, to the world around us.

Jesus taught the Samaritan woman one
of the most profound and blessed truths of
the ages. He said that He has water to give
you, and if you once drink His water, you
can throw away your water pots because this
water becomes a mighty artesian well within
you. As long as the well is outside, as long
as our source of life is without, then you
have to trudge back and forth to the well to
satisfy your thirst. And when you have to go
to the well to drink, you know you are going
to be thirsty again. So Jesus asked the
woman, “How would you like to have the
well on the inside? How would you like to
have an abundant, all-sufficient well within
you, springing up to eternal life?”
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Let me ask you, dear Reader, can you
even imagine how different your life would
be with the well on the inside? This is what
sonship is all about! It is, “Christ in you the
hope of glory.” (Col. 1:27) Sonship, maturity,
overcoming, perfection, and the measure of
the stature of the fullness of Christ — all of
this is found in that blessed realm where we
know, experientially, that we do indeed
have life in ourselves even as the Father has
life in Himself. This is the well on the inside!
It is high time that we who are apprehended
of God to be sons, stop going to the well. It’s
time we learn to drink from the well inside.

After leading the Israelites out of Egypt,
God told Moses to strike a rock to bring
forth life-giving water in the desert. (Ex. 17:6)
That smitten rock typifies Christ crucified,
His blood bringing freedom and life to those
who had been bound in sin. (1 Cor. 10:4)

Then in Numbers, when the Israelites
reached Kadesh on their way to possess the
Promised Land, God told Moses to speak to
a rock, so that it would bring forth life-giving
water. (Num. 20:8) This was to have typified
Christ glorified in a many-membered body,
bringing forth life within by His Holy Spirit.
But instead of speaking to the rock, Moses
angrily struck it, thus typifying those who
“have tasted of the good Word of God and
the power of the age to come, and then have
fallen away, it is impossible to renew them
again to repentance, since they crucify to
themselves the Son of God afresh.” (Heb. 6:4-6)

Moses was never allowed to enter the
Promised Land because of this disobedience.
But did that spoil God’s plan for a type of
the Holy Spirit in the saints? No. A little
later we read, “And from thence they went
to Beer [a well]; that is the well whereof the
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Lord spoke unto Moses, ‘Gather the people
together, and I will give them water.” Then
Israel sang this song, ‘Spring up, O well;
sing to it! The well, which the leaders sank,
which the nobles of the people dug, with the
scepter and with their staffs.”” (Num. 21:16-18)
This well did not come so easily. The leaders
had to work for it, typifying those heroes of
faith who have gone before us, believing, but
not yet receiving the complete fulfillment.
(Ref. Heb. 11:13, 39-40) Yet when they finally
did reach water, it sprang up like an artesian
well. This is a type of Christ returning in the
person of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost.

The rock typified Christ on the cross,
smitten, so that the living water, which is the
Spirit of life, may flow into us. But the well
i1s Christ in us, springing up from within in
full and abundant life. For the sons of God,
it is no longer a matter of the stricken rock,
but of the artesian well. Christ as the rock
has already accomplished His work on the
cross, which gave the water of life flowing
into us from without. How many want to
stop at the rock! But that 1s the source of life
on the outside. As we move on, into His
fullness, Christ as the well of living water
springing up continuously within each of us,
abundant and free, is becoming the reality
for all who follow on to know the Lord.

“He who believes on Me, as the
Scripture has said, out of his belly shall flow
rivers of living water.” (Jn. 7:38)

This is the well on the inside. This is
eternal life within yourself. This is the Spirit
of Jehovah which rested upon the first-born
Son. We can only move on into the full
measure of the seven Spirits of God as we
allow the reality of this first aspect to be
fulfilled within us. Receive it, my friend!
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Chapter 6 — The Spirit of Wisdom

Introduction

“These things says He who has the
seven Spirits of God.” (Rev. 3:1)

“And the Spirit of the Lord [Jehovah]
shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of Wisdom
and Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel
and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge, and the
Fear of the Lord [Jehovah].” (Isa. 11:2)

The second Spirit to rest upon the sons
of God is the Spirit of Wisdom. Just as the
lampstand was seven branches yet one lamp-
stand, so the seven Spirits of Sonship are
one Spirit. As the rainbow round about the
throne contained seven colors, yet was one
bow, so also the seven Spirits of Sonship are
one Spirit. As each color of the rainbow has
its own manifestation and glory, so do the
seven Spirits as they are given in all fullness
to the sons of God, producing in them the
image of Christ and the fullness of God.

How vital that we understand by divine
revelation that wisdom is not a “thing” to be
sought after. Wisdom is a living personality,
one of the seven Spirits of God. How truly
did the apostle Paul pen the words, “Unto
them which are called, Christ [is] the power
of God and the wisdom of God.” (1 Cor. 1:24)
He then adds, “And of Him are you in
Christ Jesus, who of God is made unto us
wisdom.” (1 Cor. 1:30) This does not tell us
merely that Christ has the wisdom of God,
but that He is the wisdom of God. And He
does not just give us His wisdom, but is
made wisdom within us.
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Hear now the declaration of wisdom,
personified in the person of Jesus Christ:
1, Wisdom, dwell with prudence,
and 1 find knowledge of discretion.
The fear of Jehovah is to hate evil;
1 hate pride and loftiness, the evil way,
and the perverse mouth,
To me is counsel and sound wisdom.
1 am understanding; to me is strength.
By Me kings reign
and princes decree righteousness.
By Me rulers rule, and nobles,
even all the judges of the earth.
1 love those loving me,
and the ones seeking me, find me.
Riches and honor are with me,
enduring wealth and righteousness.
My fruit is better than gold, even pure gold,
My produce is better than choice silver.
1 walk in the path of righteousness
among the paths of justice,
To cause all who love me to inherit wealth;
1 will fill up their storehouses.
Jehovah possessed me
in the beginning of His way,
before His acts of old.
1 was established from everlasting,
from the beginning,
from the ancient times of the earth.
When there were no deeps, I travailed; when
there were no fountains laden with water.
Before the mountains were settled,
before the hills, I travailed;
while He had not made the earth or the
fields, nor the first dust of the world.
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When He prepared the heavens, I was there,
when He inscribed a circle on the face of the
deep and made firm the skies above.

When He fixed the fountains of the deep,

When He set for the sea its boundary

that the waters should not transgress
His command,
When He laid the foundations of the earth,
then I [Wisdom] was at His side
a master craftsman;
and I was daily His delight,
rejoicing before Him at all times.

Rejoicing in the world, His earth,
and my delight — with the sons of men!

Now therefore listen to me, O you sons;
for blessed — happy, fortunate — are those

who keep my ways.

Hear instruction and be wise,
and do not ignore it!

Blessed is the man listening to me,
watching daily at my gates,

guarding the posts of my doors.

For the one finding me finds life,
and he shall obtain favor from Jehovah.

But the one sinning against me hurts his own
soul. All hating me love death.”

(Literal interpretation of Prov. 8:12-36

from the Hebrew-English Interlinear.)

In this personification of wisdom, it is
unmistakably clear that the living Word of
God, the Lord Jesus Christ Himself, is the
wisdom of God. No man can possibly be
filled with divine wisdom without first being
filled with Christ, any more than he can
have eternal life without having received
Jesus as Savior. It is only the elect, those
individuals who are born from above of the
Spirit of God, who may become recipients
of true wisdom from the Spirit of Wisdom.
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Those who have such wisdom flowing
through them are redeemed by the blood of
the Lamb, sanctified by the indwelling Holy
Spirit, and enabled to walk in righteousness
through the life of Christ working within.
This is why Paul exultingly cries out, “Of
God are you in Christ Jesus, who was made
unto us wisdom from God, both righteous-
ness and sanctification, and redemption.” (1
Cor. 1:30, R.V. margin) Note carefully who it is
that by God finds Christ made unto Himself
wisdom. It is only those who are “in Christ
Jesus,” which is to say only those who were
chosen “in Him” before the foundation of
the world. (Eph. 1:4-5)

Jesus Christ is not only the sacrificial
Lamb to purchase, and the High Priest to
secure, but also the Prophet and the King to
reveal to us the redemption and glory which
God has prepared for them that love Him.
At creation, light was called into existence
first, so that in it, all God’s other works
might display their life and beauty. In the
same way, wisdom (light to our minds) is
mentioned first (1 Cor. 1:30) as the treasury in
which are found the three precious gifts that
follow — righteousness, sanctification, and
redemption. Christ’s life is the light of man.
In revealing this life to us, we behold the
glory of God. In that revelation of Christ, we
are changed into His image — we partake of
the divine nature. (2 Pet. 1:4) He becomes our
wisdom. “In Him are hid all the treasures of
wisdom and knowledge.” (Col. 2:3)

And you are in Him and have only to
abide in Him (Jn. 15:1-8) to partake of these
treasures of wisdom. In Christ you are, and
in Christ wisdom is. Dwelling in Him, you
dwell in the very fountain of all light and
glory. Abiding in Him you have Christ the
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wisdom of God leading and energizing your
whole spiritual life, communicating to you
In ever increasing measures of wisdom,
knowledge, and glory. It is this connection
between what God has made Christ to be to
us and what God has made us to be in
Christ, that we are to keep focused upon,
better understand, and appropriate.

We shall thus see that all the realities
prepared for us in Christ, as matured sons of
God, cannot be obtained as special gifts in
answer to prayer, or even by virtue of our
faith, apart from abiding in Him. We do not
simply receive wisdom by asking for it
(though it is true we must ask), but wisdom
1s channeled into us through our union with
Christ. The answer to every prayer comes in
the vital union and intimacy of fellowship in
Him, for it 1s in Him, the unspeakable gift,
that all other gift treasures are hid, including
the gifts of wisdom and knowledge.

The Wisdom of This World

Gen. 1:26; 3:4-5, 22; 4:16-22; Num. 3:23, 38;
Ps. 19:4-6; Ezk. 8:15-18; Mal. 4:2; Mat. 2:1-2; 24:27;
Rom. 3:23; 1 Cor. 3:18-21; 2 Cor. 1:12; 11:3;
Eph. 2:2-3; Heb. 6:1; James 3:15; Rev. 3:8

The apostle Paul was so concerned that
we might be led astray from the simplicity of
this wisdom of God in Christ that he wrote,
“But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent
beguiled Eve through his subtlety, so your
minds should be corrupted [away] from the
simplicity that is in Christ.” (2 Cor. 11:3)
When Paul says that the serpent “beguiled”
Eve, the Greek text reveals that he actually
cheated her out of something, for the word
used is “exapatao” which is a compound of
the Greek word “ek” which means “out”
and “apotao” which means “to cheat.”
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Eve was “cheated out” of something,
being, as the Greek word indicates by virtue
of its strength, “thoroughly deceived” or
“sold short.” That out of which she was
cheated was nothing less than the glory of
God Himself which was available to her in
Christ, the tree of life. Thus it is written of
the human family, “All have sinned and fall
short of the glory of God.” (Rom. 3:23)

The means by which the serpent be-
guiled Eve and cheated her out of that glory
which was her inheritance in Christ, was
through subtlety. This word in the Greek is
“panourgia” meaning “craftiness, trickery,
sophistry.” The word “sophistry” is most in-
teresting since it is derived from the Greek
word for wisdom — sophia. Several English
words come from the Greek word sophia
including “sophistry” (the art of deception
through perverted logic), “sophomore” (wise
fool), and “sophisticated” (worldly wise).
Each of these terms, you will note, speak of
the kind of wisdom that appeals more to the
natural man and the carnal mind. “Let no
man deceive himself. If any man among you
seems to be wise in this age, let him become
foolish, that he may become wise. For the
wisdom of this world is foolishness with
God. For it is written, ‘He catches the wise
in their own craftiness.” And again, ‘The
Lord knows the reasonings of the wise, that
they are futile.”” (1 Cor. 3:18-20) This worldly
wisdom is further called “fleshly wisdom,”
(2 Cor. 1:12) as it is focused on the flesh, the
physical realm, rather than the spirit.

Thus the means by which the serpent
beguiled Eve was through the wisdom of
this world, subtlety, sophistry, “Reasoning
that is superficially plausible but actually
fallacious,” according to Webster.
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Sophistry is also, “the art of deception
through perverted logic.” What was the
argument that the serpent used that sounded
“superficially plausible” but was, in fact,
“perverted logic”? Hear it! “You shall not
surely die; for God knows that in the day
you eat thereof, then your eyes shall be
opened, and you shall be as gods, knowing
good and evil.” (Gen. 3:34)

There was a truth in that statement, for
after the woman and the man had eaten, the
Lord God Himself verified the serpent’s
statement as being correct. “And the Lord
God said, Behold, the man is become as one
of Us to know good and evil.” (Gen. 3:22) The
Lord was saying that Adam had become as
a god himself! “You shall be as gods,” the
serpent had said, and the truth of his words
stand confirmed by the Almighty. Adam,
and through him all mankind, has become
as god! Now he could know good and evil
for himself, without any input from God.
Now he could make his own choices, apart
from the wisdom and knowledge of God.

In fact, then, the serpent had a truth.
He had employed the Word of God to tempt
Adam and Eve, for God Himself had said,
“Let us make man in Our own image and
after Our own likeness.” (Gen. 1:26) But the
serpent in his sophistry failed to reveal the
whole truth. Independent of God, man can
never be a partaker of the divine nature! This
should have been a self-evident truth, but
Adam failed to see it. He was deceived by a
fact, a dead letter of the Word. He took the
promise of God’s Word to make man in His
image and likeness, and received it as a
dead-letter fact, something attainable within
himself, rather than as a life obtainable only
in union with God.
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Many of Adam’s descendants today
have not learned the difference between fact
and truth. Jesus never said, “You shall know
the facts, and the facts shall make you free.”
He said, “You shall know the truth, and the
truth shall make you free.” (Jn. 8:32) Facts are
a form of truth held by the carnal mind in
the intellect, dead-letter concepts, doctrines,
forms, rituals, ceremonies, presumptions —
all true but containing no life which comes
from union with God. The letter kills. Truth
is life. Jesus said, “I am the... truth and the
life.” (In. 14:6) The serpent did not preach
truth. He preached facts — facts apart from
life, form apart from essence, dead doctrines
of self-effort and presumption — instead of
truth brought alive through union with God.

In accepting the image and likeness of
God as a fact, inherent within man, rather
than as a life to be experienced in union with
God, man was cheated out of the very thing
he sought! In the former, there is the thought
of independence; in the latter, the principle of
total dependence. Though the terminology is
the same — that is, “You are as gods” — the
essence is not. “The man is become as one
of Us” but in his independence and rebellion,
he did not partake of the divine nature and
life of God. Man received the knowledge of
good and evil, but man did not become holy.

Instead, man received the wisdom used
by the serpent, the wisdom of this world,
sophistry. Man was created “very good.” In
his disobedience, he added evil to his good,
and a human knowledge to discern between
the two for himself. In so doing, he was
cheated out of true god-hood which is only
found in union with God as partakers of His
divine nature. The mind, will, and nature of
Satan became the mind, will, and nature of
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man to such an extent that it is written of
this fallen race that they walk “according to
the course [wisdom, knowledge, traditions]
of this world, according to the prince of the
power of the air, the spirit that now works in
the children of disobedience; among whom
also we all had our conversation in times
past in the lusts of our flesh... and were by
nature the children of wrath.” (Eph. 2:2-3)
“This wisdom descends not from above, but
is earthly, sensual, devilish.” (James 3:15) This
world’s wisdom is the very same wisdom
promised Eve by the serpent in Eden.

Sin and the World

To properly understand the “wisdom of
this world” which is “foolishness with
God,” (1 Cor. 3:19) we must first understand
what is meant by the “world.” The Greek
word for world is “kosmos,” meaning any
organized system, such as the solar system,
the cosmos. But the scriptural use of “the
world” means something far more sinister.

Let us compare “the world” to “sin.
Because both are abominable before God,
they must be dealt with and purged from all
who walk in sonship to God. However, the
defilement of these two aspects differs. The
contamination of sin appears savage, rough,
and ugly; while the contamination of the
world often appears cultured and refined,
and may be beautiful in man’s eyes. Sin’s
contamination is like greasy food spilled on
a white cloth. But the world’s contamination
is like a lovely, colorful pattern inked on the
white cloth. From the human standpoint, a
tablecloth with greasy food spilled on it is
deemed dirty and undesirable, whereas a
tablecloth with a colorful design is not dirty,
but rather desirable and appreciated.
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However, in the sight of God, both are
undesirable! God’s standard has always been
neither a dirt-stained nor a colorful piece of
cloth, but a only pure white cloth. “And to
her was granted that she should be arrayed
in fine linen, clean and white; for the fine
linen is the righteousness of the saints.” (Rev.
19:8) “He who overcomes, the same shall be
clothed in white raiment.” (Rev. 3:5) Just as a
dirty spot 1s not pure white, so also a color-
ful design detracts from the pure whiteness.
Likewise, the world may appear better than
sin, but in contrast to the divine nature, both
are contaminating and require purging.

Furthermore, the damage to mankind
caused by sin and the world differ greatly:
sin contaminates and destroys man, whereas
the world possesses man. It is just as serious
for man’s life to be possessed by the world as
to be contaminated by sin. If Satan only uses
sin to defile man, he only causes man to be
corrupted and shamed, but if he uses the
world to control man, he gains man totally
for himself. Sin is defined as disobedience to
God, while the world may be defined as the
result of man’s independence from God.

Though Adam was corrupted by sin, he
still lived in the presence of God. He knew
God’s presence outside the garden, being
justified by the sacrifice of that animal with
whose skin he was clothed, which was “the
Lamb slain from the foundation of the
world.” (Rev. 13:8) Righteous Able also was
justified in the presence of God by the blood
of that Lamb, typified in the firstlings of his
flocks which were offered unto the Lord. So,
though man was corrupted by sin in his act
of disobedience, he had not left the presence
of God to walk out the ultimate end of his
disobedience — independence from God.
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From East to West

“And Cain went out from the presence
of the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod on
the east of Eden.” (Gen. 4:16) “Nod” is the
Hebrew word for exile or vagrancy. Cain
went out from God’s presence, away from
his inheritance in God, into exile, to walk
independent from God and outside of God.
This “land of Nod” is stated to be “on the
east of Eden.” After the Fall, man was
driven out of the garden, away from the tree
of life, driven eastward. (Gen. 3:24) Now Cain
continued farther in an eastward direction
away from even the presence of God.

Jesus Christ — who 1s the wisdom of
God - is pictured by the psalmist as a bride-
groom typified by the sun who comes out of
his chamber to run a race through the skies.
(Ps. 19:4-6) Malachi speaks of Christ as “the
sun of righteousness, arising...” (Mal. 4:2)
Everyone knows of course that the sun runs
its “race” from east to west. Thus Jesus said,
“For as the dawning [sunlight] comes out of
the east, and shines even unto the west, so
shall also the coming of the Son of Man be.”
(Mat. 24:27) In the Scriptures, this is the route
of spiritual progression — from east to west.

Interestingly enough, the primary focus
of God’s dealings through His church has,
during the past 2,000 years, moved steadily
from east to west. The first area of God’s
moving by His Spirit, and the center from
which the glorious light of the gospel shown
forth to the world, was in Jerusalem. After
the destruction of Jerusalem in 70 AD and
the consequent scattering of the Jews, the
center of spiritual activity moved westward
into Asia Minor. As the Bishop of Rome
gained prestige and power over the church,
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the center again moved westward from Asia
Minor to Rome. The next move was only
slightly westward, but westward it was, as
the center of God’s dealings was established
during the Dark Ages among those saints
which were later known as the Waldenses —
hundreds of thousands of the Lord’s people
who clung to the truth and thus were sorely
persecuted by the Roman Babylon of their
day, dwelling in the Alps of northern Italy,
Switzerland, and southern Germany. Then
the Reformation sprang up, and Germany
and Switzerland became the most active
center of this revival which shook the world.
In the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries
the center moved once again, to England
and Wales, as the Spirit moved in mighty
power across that land in wave after wave of
revival, which produced the Bible societies
and modern foreign missionary movements.
England sent out missionaries to her many
colonies which circled the globe. Over the
last 200 years the center moved again —
westward, as always — as our country, the
United States of America, became a great
nation under God. From America flowed
the majority of the revivals, revelations,
printed literature, missionary activities, and
so on, unto the world. Now, sadly for us,
America has turned away from God, so His
hand has moved on, this time to the Orient,
primarily focused in South Korea and
China, where great revivals sweep the land.

That “east to west” speaks of the route
of spiritual progression is seen also in the
tabernacle built by Moses in the wilderness.
God instructed Moses to always pitch the
tabernacle with the entry to the outer court
in the east and the most holy place situated
in the west. (Num. 3:23, 38)
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Moving from a beginning experience in
God into the fullness of His divine life and
glory is, in symbolism, a moving from east
to west. The wise men at the time of the
birth of the Christ child were living in the
east and travelled westward to where the
star led them. In Ezekiel’s temple, the Prince
enters through the east door and departs out
the west door. This represents the Sun of
Righteousness running His course through
the spiritual heavens. Spiritual progression is
seen to always be from east to west, from the
place of man’s wisdom to the place of Christ
— who is the wisdom of God.

All who would move on in God must
move, symbolically, from east to west. The
Lord denounced, in parabolic form, those
who turn away from this westward walk in
the Spirit of God. “He brought me into the
inner court of the Lord’s house, and, behold,
at the door of the temple of the Lord, be-
tween the porch and the altar, were about
twenty five men, with their backs toward the
temple of the Lord, and their faces toward
the east, and they worshiped the [rising] sun
toward the east. Then He said unto me,
‘Have you seen this, O son of man? Is it a
light thing to the house of Judah that they
commit the abomination which they commit
here? Therefore will I deal in fury; mine eye
shall not spare, neither will I have pity..."””
(Ezk. 8:16-18)

Now we understand what happened to
Cain. “Cain went out from the presence of
the Lord, and dwelt in the land of Nod, on
the east of Eden.” (Gen. 4:16) What spiritual
realities are hidden in this single verse of
Scripture! Had it not been for sin, Cain
would have been living in the Garden of
Eden, which typifies the realm of the Spirit.
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In spite of sin, because of the sacrifice of the
lamb he was still able to know the presence
of God, which typifies the anointing. Not
the inner abiding anointing which is typified
by the tree of life, but that anointing we see
in the Old Testament in which the Spirit of
God came upon men, working on and
through them in special ways and times,
ever coming and going, and always working
from above and without, working inwards.

To Cain was given an opportunity to
stand justified in the presence of God, under
the anointing of God, being justified by the
blood of the lamb. But now Cain is found re-
jecting the blood of justification and moving
in the opposite direction from the course of
the anointing, moving further from God’s
presence. His final end is that of an exile, a
vagrant, living in a land never intended for
him, not his true inheritance.

There, separated from the anointing of
God’s presence, the Scripture says Cain
“dwelt.” He “settled” there. Any man who
understands the progressive dealings of God
knows the anointing of God is ever from
glory to glory. So as long as we still fall short
of the incorruptible life of the most holy
place, we must never “settle” anywhere. The
condition of settling down indicates the loss
of the anointing, for the Son does not settle
until He stands on the pinnacle of Mount
Zion in the heavenly sphere of life, glory and
dominion. But men always “settle” when,
following some spontaneous moving and
revelation of God, they begin to organize
and systematize it and build walls of creeds
and dogmas over it, thus endeavoring to
“preserve” it. But the Spirit who produced
the outpouring in the first place, still exhorts,
“Let us go on to perfection!” (Heb. 6.1)
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“The World” began with Cain

Sin began with Adam in the garden, for
Adam sinned and was corrupted by sin, but
he did not fall into “the world” at that point
in time, nor was he usurped by the world.
The world began with Cain. Cain invented
“civilization,” which typifies the worldly
system of independence from God. The
scope of sin differs from the scope of the
world. The field of the world is much larger
than that of sin. Sin refers to all matters that
are in opposition to the moral law of God,
whereas the world includes all activities,
men, and things which are outside of God.
We cannot say that everything outside of
God is sin; many “good” things are outside
of God. However, we can say that every-
thing outside of God is the world. The world
includes sin, but sin does not include the
entire world, though it be filled with sin.

In this context, we must differentiate
between the “earth” and the “world.” They
are often used interchangeably but are not
the same. “In the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth.” (Gen. 1:1) “... The
earth is full of the lovingkindness of the
Lord.” (Ps. 33:5) But, “He shall judge the
world in righteousness...” (Ps. 9:8) “I will
punish the world for its evil...” (Isa. 13:11)
“The devil... showed Him all the kingdoms
of the world, and their glory.” (Mat. 4:8) “If
the world hates you, you know that it has
hated Me before it hated you. If you were of
the world, the world would love its own; but
because you are not of the world, but I chose
you out of the world, therefore the world
hates you.” (Jn. 15:18-19) “The world hated
them because they are not of the world, even
as I am not of the world.” (Jn. 17:14)
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This is generally consistent in Scripture.
“The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness
thereof, the world and they that dwell there-
in.” (Ps. 24:1) Those dwelling in the world,
though in rebellion against God, are still
under His dominion — He “owns” them.

Thus “the world” (as we have defined
it) did not exist when man was created, but
developed gradually after the fall of man as
man removed himself from the anointing of
Spirit and walked in his own independence
from God. The civilization fostered by Cain
was one which embraced three basic needs
of mankind: (1) provision, (2) pleasure, and
(3) protection. In order to maintain his own
existence, man needs not only various kinds
of provision, such as clothing, food, and so
on, but also forms of amusement for his
“happiness,” and some means of defense to
protect himself from being hurt. Therefore,
the entire need for human living is included
in these three general categories.

Provision

After Cain’s retreat from the anointing,
out of his descendants came the founders of
man’s provision for these three great needs
in life. These were the three sons of Lamech.
Jabal, Jubal, and Tubal-cain.

Jabal was the father of tent dwellers
and cattlemen. (Gen. 4:20) Tents and livestock
are for the supply of man’s living and there-
fore belong to the category of provision. In
the beginning, God intended that He should
be our provision and so made Himself avail-
able to man as the tree of life, that in union
with Him, we should have all things, even
the supply of God Himself. Jabal represents
man’s own efforts, apart from the anointing,
to make provision for himself. Spiritually,
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this symbolizes the carnal religious systems
with their creeds, rituals, ceremonies, and
traditions designed to “feed” God into man.
“Religion” 1s defined as man’s seeking after
God. All religion is the invention of man in
his effort to meet man’s spiritual need —
apart from the anointing. Alas! they know
not that the reality of God’s life is neither
contained in nor ministered through their
doctrines, programs, rituals, ceremonies,
and traditions. Those who live in that ream
know nothing of the mighty power of the
personal inworking of the incorruptible life
of God in Christ. Man’s religion is of the
world, for it is outside of God, being apart
from the anointing of the Spirit.

Pleasure

Another of Cain’s descendants, Jubal,
was the father of all that handle the harp and
organ. Playing musical instruments is for
enjoyment and thus pertains to the category
of pleasure. This worldly aspect is fulfilled,
spiritually, in the maze of social activity in
religion, as well as in most of the music, pro-
grams, and sermonizing, all of which is
structured to be pleasant and to entertain the
people. I personally have little use for most
of the special singing, musical groups,
programs, showmanship, and humorous
sermonizing which constitutes much of the
so-called “ministry” among God’s people
today. It is without doubt very appealing to
the carnal mind, which i1s ever wanting to
feed upon soulish entertainment rather than
drink of the fountains of living water. God
gave us apostles, prophets, evangelists, and
pastor—teachers for the perfecting of the
saints, whereas the carnal, worldly church
system has given us Pat Boone, Johnny

The Spirit of Wisdom

Cash, André Crouch, Bob Harrington, and a
host of other popular religious shows for the
entertaining of the saints.

Most solemnly do I declare unto you
that all such are of the world and not of the
Father. Their methods and means are out-
side of the anointing of the Spirit and can
never lead God’s people on to perfection.
Thank God that a people in these last days
are arising who are finding their way out of
Cain’s pleasure land of entertainment and
sentimentality, back into Eden, back to the
tree of life, where they become partakers of
the sublime truth that “... In Your presence
is fullness of joy; at Your right hand there
are pleasures forevermore!” (Ps. 16:11)

Protection

The third son, Tubal-cain, was the
inventor of a forging process to make brass
and iron implements. These were formed for
the purpose of defense, thus referring to the
category of protection. Not knowing the
power of the Spirit, with what pompousness
do the religious systems construct about
them their walls and implements of defense!
Church history is replete with examples of
revival after revival in which people were
sovereignly caught up into heavenly places
of glory and power, only later to have man
put his hand of flesh upon the working of
God, to control, protect, and preserve it — as
though the sovereign God needed man’s
wisdom or regulation to preserve His mighty
works! Out there in Cain’s world you must
have the earthly brass and iron implements
of Tubal-cain — implements of organization,
denominations, creeds, regulations, boards,
doctrines, programs, or “church” buildings,
to defend and preserve the work.
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But, blessed be God! As one moves
“westward” into the anointing of God’s
presence and life, the omnipotence of the
Spirit Himself becomes our fortress and our
exceeding strong tower! The psalmist writes,
“Blessed is the people that know the joyful
sound. They shall walk, O Lord, in the light
of Your countenance. For You are the glory
of their strength, and in Your favor shall our
horn be exalted. For the Lord is our defense;
and the Holy One of Israel is our King.” (Ps.
89:15-18) That is an expression of someone
who comprehends the ways of God.

Worldly Wisdom

In these three inventions of the sons of
Cain, man found within himself an answer
to his need of supply, amusement, and
defense. Man found no need for God or for
the anointing as he set about to establish his
own world independent from God. This was
civilization after the human race lost God —
the world — a godless existence created by
men. This present world system of things is
patterned after the order of Cain. It is out-
side of God. That does not mean that it is all
evil. Some of it is very good! Cain too had
inherited the knowledge of good and evil. It
simply is not of the Spirit. How clear it is
that in this world, the politics, economics,
education, and religion are outside of God!

When we have learned how the world
was formed, it is easy to define the world.
Originally, man belonged to God, lived by
God, relied entirely upon Him, and had (for
the appropriating) all the fullness of God.
Now Satan, through subtlety, sophistry, the
carnal mind, and the wisdom of this world,
has established and organized the world to
provide for man’s needs without God.
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Forsaking the anointing of the Spirit,
man relied fully upon the world and was
overcome by the world. Therefore, the world
consists of everything that replaces God as
man’s ultimate source of all things. When
people, activities, or things — whether good
or bad, desirable or undesirable, beautiful or
ugly — enslave mankind, they comprise the
world. Anything causing man to disregard
the Spirit, to be removed from the anointing,
or to be independent of God, is the world.

Cain built a city, as did Nimrod after
him. “And Cain knew his wife; and she con-
ceived, and bare Enoch; and he [Cain] built
a city, and called the name of the city after
the name of his son, Enoch.” (Gen. 4:17)
There was no city in Eden, no system, no
carnal arrangement of things. Adam had one
way to go — if he would — and that was up
into God via the tree of life. Not a system,
but life! But Cain chose instead to develop a
system by which to live, and God’s people
today still cling to the world, the system,
rather than choosing to live in life.

The cry of man’s heart for the world
system finds expression in denominations, in
creeds and doctrines, in religious rituals and
ceremonies, in programs and methods, in
committees and boards, in seminaries and
trained preachers, in expert seminar leaders
and glib speakers — all of which constitute
the city of Enoch, the city which Cain built.

Enoch is a most interesting word, for in
the Hebrew it comes from the root “chanak”
which means “to narrow, initiate, dedicate,
train up, or discipline.” The second Enoch,
in the seventh generation from Adam,
speaks of the positive aspect: one who comes
under the discipline of God by the Spirit,
discovers the narrow way of God’s eternal
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purposes, and is initiated into the realm of
God... the heavenly sphere. But Enoch son
of Cain typifies the negative aspect, one who
devises his own system of discipline which
restricts mankind and brings them under
bondage to the flesh. It is self-discipline, law,
legalism, the rule of flesh rather than Spirit.
How God’s people need to learn the
one simple but sublime truth that only that
which is of the Spirit is of God! The wisdom
of the world always seems so logical to the
carnal mind. Often it seems to make more
sense than divine wisdom. Satan gleefully
causes carnal wisdom to prosper because it
is a denial of the life of the Spirit of God.
Many times, so-called Christians and
churches operate contrary to the Spirit with
the argument, “It works!” The “program” of
the church may be contrary to spirituality
and be built around flesh-appeal activities,
but they continue in it because “it works”
and causes the church to prosper in numbers
and finances. Men build their cities of
Enoch, their means and methods, apart from
the anointing, outside of the life of the Spirit.
Little do they realize that after they cover
sea and land to make one proselyte, when he
1s made, he becomes twofold more a child of
the world than they themselves. (Mat. 23:15)

The Wisdom of God
Gen. 3:6; Lk. 2:40, 52; Rom. 1:22; 2:17-20;
1 Cor. 1:30; 2:4-15; 7:6; James 1:5; 3:14-17; 1 Peter
5:1; Rev. 2:7;14:13; 21:5; 22:17
Paul contrasts the spirit of the world
and the Spirit of God. “My preaching was
not in persuasive words of man’s wisdom,
but in demonstration of the Spirit and of
power; that your faith should not stand in
the wisdom of men, but in the power of

The Spirit of Wisdom

God. Yet we do speak wisdom among the
perfect, a wisdom, however, not of this age;
but we speak God’s wisdom in a mystery,
even wisdom that has been hidden, which
none of the princes of this world knows. But
unto us God revealed it through the Spirit.
But we received, not the spirit which is of
the world, but the Spirit which is of God,
that we might know the things... of God,;
which things also we speak, not in the word
which man’s wisdom teaches, but which the
Spirit teaches.” (1 Cor. 2:4-15)

This contrast is especially evident in the
area of wisdom. It was in seeking wisdom
that man fell. “And when the woman saw
that the tree was... a tree to be desired to
make one wise, she took of the fruit thereof,
and did eat.” (Gen. 3:6) It was in the pride of
wisdom that humanistic paganism had its
origin: “professing themselves to be wise [in
and of themselves, without God], they be-
came fools.” (Rom. 1:22) It was in wisdom,
philosophy, and the search after truth, that
the Greeks sought their glory. It was in the
knowledge of God’s will, “the form of the
knowledge and of the truth of the law,”
(Rom. 2:17-20) that the Jew made his boast.
And yet when Christ, the wisdom of God,
appeared on earth, Jew and Greek combined
to reject Him. Man’s wisdom, whether in
possession of a revelation or not, is utterly
insufficient for comprehending God or His
wisdom. As his heart is alienated from God,
so his mind is darkened that he cannot know
Him aright. Even when, in Christ, the light
of God in its divine wisdom and love shone
upon men, they knew it not and saw no
beauty in it. They condemned His divine
wisdom and crucified Him when He would
not deny the Father as its source.
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At His baptism, Jesus was filled with
the Spirit of Wisdom. How did it manifest?
In His waiting to hear what the Father said.
“... He awakens Me morning by morning,
He awakens My ear to listen as a disciple.
The Lord God has opened my ear; and I
was not disobedient, nor did I turn back.”
(Isa. 50:4-5, prophetic of Jesus in His incarnation)
Meekness (teachableness) distinguished the
first-born Son on earth. It also distinguishes
all sons. “If any of you lack wisdom, let him
ask of God...” (James 1:5) As we listen to the
Spirit in us, He teaches us wisdom by what
He works in us. “I will destroy the wisdom
of the wise.” This work begins within us.

Two stages of wisdom are revealed in
the life of Jesus. First, He grew in wisdom,
experienced in childhood. “Jesus increased
in wisdom and stature, and in favor with
God and man. ... And the child grew, and
waxed strong in spirit, filled with wisdom,
and the grace of God was upon Him.” (Lk.
2:40, 52) Second, He was filled with the Spirit
of Wisdom at His baptism when the Spirit
fell on Him. By then He knew how to hear
the Spirit’s voice, so from then on, He lived
only according to the Spirit of Wisdom.

This second stage of wisdom is where
we are presently being exercised in our walk
as sons. We are no longer babes; we know
how to hear the voice of Spirit. But in order
to receive the Spirit of Wisdom, a yielded
condition of the heart is necessary. We must
possess humility. Selfish pride will receive
nothing from God. We must see this above
all — Christ must be made unto us wisdom.
Through the unveiling of His mind within,
we must see the wisdom of making a full
consecration to the will of the Father and
following up that consecration in a life of
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daily sanctification and commitment to do
the Father’s will. In every action we take,
wisdom is the principle thing. All through
the life of growing consecration, at every
step of the journey to Mount Zion, we must
receive the wisdom that comes from above.
The apostle describes this as — “first pure,
then peaceable, gentle, easy to be entreated,
full of mercy and good fruits, without par-
tiality and without hypocrisy.” (James 3:17)

The wisdom of this world operates
along lines of self-centered pride: selfishness,
self-will, self-esteem, self-righteousness, and
self-sufficiency. As the apostle points out,
these things lead to bitter envying and strife,
because this wisdom, instead of being from
above, is “worldly, sensual, devilish.” The
heavenly wisdom, in contrast, is in harmony
with the divine nature of God, the nature of
self-giving love, mercy, and truth. In this
wisdom we must grow, as did Jesus.

Christ, the wisdom of God, is made
wisdom unto us. Yes, dear friend, learn to
abide in Jesus as your wisdom. Seek to
maintain the spirit of waiting in dependence
on Him, always seeking His mind and will to
not move except as the heavenly light moves
ahead. Withdraw from needless distractions,
close your ears to the voices of the world,
cease from the meaningless activity of this
world’s religious systems, and be as a docile
learner listening for the heavenly wisdom
that the Master has to teach. Surrender all
your own wisdom; seek a deep conviction of
the utter blindness of natural understanding
regarding the things of the Spirit. Wait for
Jesus to teach and to guide both as to what
you have to believe and have to do. “When
He, the Spirit of Truth, comes, He will guide
you into all the Truth...” (Jn. 16:13)
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Remember that the Spirit’s teaching
and guidance come not from without. It is
by His life in us that the divine wisdom does
His work. Retire often with Him to the inner
chamber of the Spirit where the gentle voice
of the Spirit is only heard if all else be still.
Even in the midst of darkness or apparent
desertion, hold fast in unshakable confidence
His own assurance that He is the light and
leader of His own and He will never leave us
nor forsake us. Above all, live day by day in
the blessed truth that, as He Himself, the
living Christ Jesus is your wisdom. Your
first and last care must ever be this alone — to
abide in Him. In this abiding, His wisdom
will come to you as the spontaneous out-
flowing of a life rooted in Him.

The wisdom of God is not for spiritual
infants, nor for spiritual children, but for
those who have gone beyond the “salvation”
stage and the “baptism in the Spirit” stage,
and moved on to maturity in Christ, the
wisdom of God. In his letters to the carnal
Christians of Corinth, Paul speaks of the
spiritual infancy of those believers who were
still arguing about baptisms and boasting
about gifts. Their tragic condition was based
on the fact that they were still in the nursing
stage of spiritual babyhood, happily playing
with basic doctrines and gift manifestations
instead of applying themselves to growing
up in Christ the wisdom of God. (1 Cor. 14:20)

Much of the spiritual immaturity that is
rampant among God’s people today is due
to the fact that their church services are used
to “reach the lost for Christ” or for the saints
to “get a blessing,” when they should be
focused on the edification (1 Cor. 14:5, 26) of
the saints, “till we all come... unto a perfect
man, unto the measure of the stature of the
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fullness of Christ.” (Eph. 4:13) In most
churches, the believers are still eating baby
food which, although it is good for babies,
will never bring a child of God into sonship.
People who attend churches that only labor
“the plan of salvation” or “water baptism”
or even “the baptism in the Spirit” and
“ecstatic utterances” are limiting themselves
to be stunted midgets, shutting themselves
up from the high and holy purposes of God.
They place themselves in a position where
they can never gain divine wisdom, which is
realized only through the deep and vital
inner dealing of God with His sons.

As one reads the epistle to the Hebrews,
he discovers that Jewish Christians were
having the same problem of spiritual infancy
rather than growing up in God that they
might be perfected in wisdom. (Heb. 5:11 - 6:2)
If you are content to “settle” in that kind of
fellowship, your life-flow will be on that
level, and you will never progress in the
Spirit beyond the realm of babes in Christ.

The Spirit of Wisdom

The second stage in divine wisdom is
the fullness of wisdom received by Jesus
when He was anointed as a Son after His
baptism in the Jordan. Jesus then received
the Spirit of God without measure, even the
seven-fold Spirit of Sonship. These seven
Spirits, significantly, are revealed in the last
book of the Bible, the book of Revelation.
Revelation points to the “last day” — the day
in which we now live. Thus the age revealed
in the book of Revelation is the age of the
seven Spirits. So praise God for the book of
Revelation! Note from verse 1 that it is not
just a revelation of truth; it is specifically
“The Revelation of Jesus Christ,” the Truth.
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Revelation is entirely different from all
other books. Other New Testament books
are built on the Old Testament, as evidenced
by many Old Testament quotations. But in
the book of Revelation, we cannot find one
Old Testament quotation. It is not based on
anything that had been given before. It is
altogether a new book — everything is new.
It is a revelation fresh from God’s throne!

In this book, God reveals to us a new
name (nature), a new song (message), the
new Jerusalem (people), a new heaven (rule,
government), a new earth (world order), and
finally God proclaims, “Behold, I make all
things new!” (Rev. 21:5) Hallelujah! God’s
purpose in this book is to declare the passing
away of all that is of the old order, and the
establishment of all that is new.

Then what 1s here? The seven Spirits!
There is a Lamb with seven eyes, which are
the seven Spirits of God. (Rev. 5:6) The Lamb
has seven horns, which are the seven Spirits
of God. Before the throne are seven lamps of
fire, also the seven Spirits of God. (Rev. 4:5)
We only see the Lamb upon the throne with
the seven-fold intensified Spirit! That is all.
All the utterances of this book are made by
the seven-fold Spirit; all reveal that which is
entirely new and fresh. There is nothing old,
nothing dead; everything is “from the seven
Spirits” (Rev. 1:4) in a new and living way!

In addition, every utterance to the body
of Christ in this book is the utterance of the
seven-fold Spirit. It is always the Spirit who
is speaking! “He who has the seven Spirits
says...” (Rev. 3:1) “Yes, says the Spirit.” (14:13)

“He who has an ear, let him hear what
the Spirit says to the churches.” Seven times
in chapters 2 and 3 (2:7, 11, 17, 29; 3:6, 13, 22),
we read that it is the Spirit who is speaking
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to the churches. And seven times the Spirit
says, “He who overcomes...” or “To him
who overcomes...” (2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 21)
He who hears the seven-fold Spirit will be an
overcomer. He who overcomes will be a
son. He who is a son shall inherit all things.
He who inherits all things receives the seven
Spirits of God, for He is our inheritance.

How different from the Old Testament
prophets who prophesied, “Yea, My people,
thus saith the Lord...” How different from
the apostles who say, “This I [Paul] say...”
(1 Cor. 7:6) or “I [Peter] exhort...” (1 Pet. 5:1)
Now it has become, “The Spirit says... the
Spirit says... the Spirit says!” Hallelujah!

Who are these overcomers filled by the
seven-fold Spirit? You know who: the Bride!
So the book of Revelation concludes with,
“And the Spirit and the Bride say...” (22:17)
At first the Spirit is speaking to the churches.
But by the end of the book, the Spirit and the
Bride have become one. They speak as one.
Glory to God! The overcomers are one with
the seven Spirits, and the seven Spirits have
been fully worked into the overcomers. This
1s God’s goal for all He has chosen in Christ.

And after this is achieved, what is the
ultimate conclusion? “... to bring to light
[reveal] what is the administration [fellow-
ship] of the mystery which for ages has been
hidden in God, who created all things; in
order that the manifold wisdom of God [the
Spirit of Wisdom] might now be made
known through the church [this is the Bride
speaking as one with the Spirit] to the rulers
and authorities in the heavenly places [Satan
and his princes of the power of the air]. This
was in accordance with the eternal purpose
[purpose of the ages] which He carried out
in Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Eph. 3:9-11)
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Chapter 7 — The Spirit of Understanding

Introduction

“These things says He who has the
seven Spirits of God.” (Rev. 3:1)

“And the Spirit of the Lord [Jehovah]
shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of Wisdom
and Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel
and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and of
the Fear of the Lord [Jehovah].” (Isa. 11:2)

The third Spirit of Sonship is the Spirit
of Understanding. Since the inspiration of
the Almighty has called this the “Spirit” of
Understanding we must free ourselves from
any notion that this understanding is in any
way a function or product of the natural or
carnal. How clear it is that the source of this
kind of understanding is the Spirit of God
and not the mind of man. Hence we read,
“But the natural man will not receive the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are fool-
ishness unto him; neither can he know them,
because they are spiritually discerned. For
who has known the mind of the Lord, that
he may instruct Him? But we have the mind
of Christ.” (1 Cor. 2:14, 16) We cannot learn
spiritual understanding as we would learn
mathematics or the laws of science, for such
facts are dead, lifeless things that can as well
be performed by a computer as by man. The
seven Spirits of God are the seven lamps of
fire burning before the throne. One of these
seven lamps is the Spirit of Understanding.
(Rev. 4:5). It is one of the seven Spirits who
dwell continually before the throne of God —
and in the hearts of His apprehended sons.

The Spirit of Understanding

It 1s Jesus, first of all, who has received
the sevenfold intensified Spirit of God. “And
I beheld, and, lo, in the midst of the throne
stood a Lamb as having been slain, having
seven horns and seven eyes which are the
seven Spirits of God.” (Rev. 5:6) When Jesus
was baptized and anointed with the seven-
fold intensified fullness of God’s Spirit, He
was given something way beyond the realm
of cold, calculative human logic. He became
that living understanding of God the Spirit!

The Mind of Understanding
Ezk. 36:25-27; Rom. 12:2; 1 Cor. 2:11-12, 16;

2 Cor. 5:17; Eph. 4:22-24; Col. 2:9; 3:9-10

Understanding is an ability and faculty
of the mind. Without mind there can be no
understanding; understanding corresponds
precisely to the condition of the quality of
the mind. Every created life-form possesses
mind, and the understanding of the creature
is limited by the quality of its mind. Quality
of mind is primarily inherited. For instance,
a cat thinks like a cat, understands as a cat,
and acts like a cat because it was born a cat
— therefore possessing the brain and mind of
a cat. We have a cat in our home. He will
come and sit in the living room while I
watch the evening news on television. But
the cat has positively no interest in the news.
He couldn’t care less! It’s not that he doesn’t
see the pictures flashing across the screen.
He can see them, but he doesn’t understand
— it 1s impossible for him to understand — so
he just curls up on the carpet for a nap.
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Humans are of a different order from
cats. Cats may see men and observe their
movements, yet a cat’s knowledge base is
very different from a man’s. It discerns only
things pertaining to its own realm. It has
positively no understanding of the ways of
man. Cat minds function on the level of cat
nature, while human minds function on a
higher level, that of human nature.

Likewise, God is of a different and
higher order of life and nature from humans.
The mind of man functions on the level of
human nature, whereas the mind of God
functions on the level of divine nature.
There is no common ground of knowledge
or understanding between the two. A natural
man is totally incapable of comprehending
anything that pertains to the realm of God.
For natural man to comprehend spiritual
things is just as impossible as for cats to
comprehend human things. Until humans
receive of God’s Spirit — the Spirit that
knows and understands those things that
pertain to God — it is impossible for them to
have any understanding, either of God, of
His Word, or of His ways. “For who could
really understand a man’s inmost thoughts
except the spirit of man himself? How much
less could anyone understand the thoughts
of God except the very Spirit of God? We
have now received not the spirit of the world
but the Spirit of God Himself, so that we can
understand something of God’s generosity
towards us.” (1 Cor. 2:12, Moffatt)

After men receive God, the depth of
their knowledge and understanding is
wholly in proportion to the measure of the
indwelling Spirit. Jesus was a man, but God
was in Him. (2 Cor. 5:19) “In Him dwells all
the fullness of the Godhead bodily.” (Col. 2:9)
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He did not receive the Spirit by measure as
do we. (Jn. 3:34) He has all the fullness of
God. And therefore He had and has all the
discernment and understanding of the
Almighty! But we faltering mortals cannot
claim in fullness what Christ possessed until
we stand upon Zion’s holy hill, completely
conformed to the image of the Son of God.
Upon being born again, we become actual
sons of God, yet babes — “babes in Christ.”
Though now spiritual, the understanding of
newborn babes is limited in the extreme!
They cannot have a deep knowledge and
comprehension until they have been filled
with the mind of God; until they have
grown to spiritual maturity, the spiritual
mind being fully developed within them.
One thing we want to see in this study
1s that understanding is a faculty of mind,
and mind is inherited. Yes, a mind must be
developed and matured, but, the quality of
mind, the kind of mind, and the potential of
mind is received at the time of conception.
In the Old Testament period, the Spirit
of God did not indwell men. Before Christ,
the Spirit of God came upon men to move
them to do God’s work. The emphasis was
upon the power of the Spirit of God moving
through men to work, fight, write, or speak
for God. God’s Spirit merely descended
upon man, but did not enter into man as his
life; He bestowed a divine power upon man,
but did not impart to man the divine nature
and being. Therefore, in the Old Testament.
we see some who possessed God’s power,
yet had nothing whatever of God’s life,
nature or mind. Samson is a good example.
(Judg 14-16) He had the supernatural power of
God upon him, but at the same time, he did
not have the nature of God in him at all.
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Samson’s power was beyond belief, yet his
nature remained incompatible with God.
With respect to power, Samson had the Holy
Spirit upon him, but with respect to life, he
did not have the Holy Spirit within him.

It is not until New Testament times that
the Holy Spirit actually enters into man and
indwells him, that he might possess not only
God’s power, but also God’s life, nature,
character, and mind. Mind is a faculty of
life; to possess divine life and divine nature
means that you also have divine mind.

The prophet Ezekiel saw this day of the
New Testament, of the remarkable regenera-
tion by which men would actually be born of
God to become sons of God. He prophesies,
“Then will I sprinkle clean water upon you,
and you shall be clean... a new heart also
will T give you, and a new spirit will T put
within you; and I will take away the stony
heart out of your flesh, and I will give you a
heart of flesh. And I will put My Spirit
within you, and cause you to walk in My
statutes, and thus you shall [be able to] keep
My judgments, and do them.” (Ezk. 36:25-27)
In Christ, we not only are forgiven of our
sin, but there is an impartation of new life,
the divine life of God. We are impregnated
by the Spirit of God, and a baby spirit — a
divine nature — is conceived within us!

This new life is the off-spring of God in
Christ so that God becomes, not figuratively
or mystically, but very literally our Father —
the Father of our spirit. Therefore, “if any
man be in Christ, he is a new creature.” (2
Cor. 5:17) Deep within ourselves, beyond the
realm of our conscious knowledge, grows a
divine life — the child of God’s Spirit, under
His loving care, working in stillness, ever
unwearied, never exhausted, ever growing
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and maturing to gain control of our whole
being and transform us into the image of
God. This is the life that will be manifested
in all fullness as the seven Spirits of God in
and through the sons of God at the end of
this age of preparation.

This new creation of which the Spirit
speaks, this new spirit being, is blest not only
with a new heart, but with a new mind as
well. The mind which i1s produced in the
new creation is in truth, the mind of Christ.
“Who has known the mind of the Lord?
But we have the mind of Christ.” (1 Cor. 2:16)
“... lay aside the old self, which is being cor-
rupted in accordance with the lusts of deceit,
and be renewed in the spirit of your mind;
and put on the new self [identity], which in
the likeness of God has been created in
righteousness and holiness of the truth.”
(Eph. 4:22-24) The believer who is born of the
Holy Spirit is a new creature, a man with a
new heart, a new spirit, and a new mind.

We will never in this age be fully able
to comprehend the boundless power of the
mind of man. Amazing miracles come forth
from the mind of man, both of good and of
evil. Though understanding not the things of
God’s Spirit, the natural mind is capable of
astonishing wonders. All the marvelous
inventions of the world have proceeded from
the mind of man, though that natural mind
receives not any of the things of God.

As heaven is higher than earth, so are
God’s thoughts and ways higher than man’s.
The most brilliant of mankind, even the best
educated, most skilled in his field, most
intelligent and innovative, most productive
and inventive, still cannot understand the
wisdom or ways of God, for his mind is
darkened and his spirit is dead.

91



The man who receives of God’s life is
renewed in the spirit of his mind; that is, he
takes on a new mind originating in Spirit life
so that he thinks and acts as an entirely new
creation, a new man. If he follows on to
know the Lord, he will find that his darkened
mind will come alive to this new-creation
mind which is the mind of Jesus Christ. Paul
wrote, “Let this mind be in you which was
also in Christ Jesus.” Jesus had His Father’s
mind, thus He was able to affirm, “I and My
Father are one.” The mind that was in
Christ Jesus 1s freely offered to everyone
who believes on His name, that he might be
one with Christ and one with the Father: a
son of God in unity with the Son of God.

How does God rule the universe? First,
He rules through Christ Jesus, who said,
“All authority has been given to Me...” (Mat.
28:18) But in those glorious ages to come,
“... His bondservants shall serve Him ... the
Lord God shall illumine them; and they
shall reign forever and ever.” (Rev. 22:3-5)
How can they do that? Those bondservant-
sons, every one, will have the Father’s mind.
God the Father gave His mind to His Son,
Jesus Christ, and He in turn gives that same
mind to us. As the hands and feet of a
healthy body act in harmony with the head,
so each member among the sons of God acts
in harmony with the head, even Jesus,
because one mind is in them all. Hallelujah!

All understanding is in the mind; there-
fore, God’s understanding is in the mind of
Christ, which is the mind of the Spirit,
which is the mind of the new-creation man.
My natural mind, the mind that understands
how to drive my car, cannot understand the
spiritual realities of God or the mysteries of
the Kingdom of Heaven. Not at all. It is the
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new mind, the mind of Christ within me,
that understands things spiritual.

When Jesus was baptized into the
seven Spirits of God, He received the Spirit
of Understanding. This was not the under-
standing of the same mind by which He
made furniture in Joseph’s carpenter shop.
This Spirit of Understanding is one aspect of
the fullness of the mind of God — to discern
and understand as God understands.

The mind of Christ within must be
developed. Understanding is a product of
the development of the mind. The things of
God are sensed in the spirit, but they can be
understood only in the mind, even in the
new-creation mind. We may know some-
thing of God in our spirit, but if our spiritual
understanding is not adequately developed,
we will not understand in practical terms
what we sense. Sometimes, as we wait upon
the Lord, it may take weeks or even months
before we are able to understand what we
sense in our spirit. Many times we sense in
our spirit that a certain thing is true in God,
but we cannot explain it from the Scriptures
or put it into words. As we seek the Lord
about it, understanding begins to come.
Scriptures start to leap out of the Bible.
Finally the truth of it crystallizes within our
understanding, taking on form. We then
understand what before we only sensed.

I have had this happen many times.
Many of the truths we write in these pages
began as something sensed in the spirit but
not understood in the mind. As we waited
on the Lord, the new-creation mind was able
to pull it all together. Finally, we understood!
The truth then declared is not a product of
learning by the natural mind, but of the
development of the mind of Christ within.
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How we need the understanding in our
mind to interpret what we sense in our spirit!
The things of the Spirit of God are sensed by
the function of the intuition in our spirit, but
they can only be understood by the function
of the understanding in our spiritual mind.

However, remember that we are yet
both natural and spiritual;, we possess both
the natural and the spiritual minds. With
your natural mind you may do your work,
play, scheme how to make money, and do a
thousand other natural things. But it is not
that same mind that sees and understands
the things of the Spirit. This is why we have
so much dead religion in the world; men
with their natural minds have endeavored to
interpret spiritual things but since the natural
mind neither receives nor understands the
things of the Spirit of God, the doctrines,
traditions, ceremonies, and programs of
those carnal religious systems are no more of
God than the Empire State Building in New
York City is of God. They all belong to the
same category; all are simply the products of
the natural mind of man, unrelated to the
Kingdom of God.

God is not in the business of improving
the old, carnal, natural mind. He does not
ask us to “reprogram” our natural mind, but
to “put off” the old and “put on” the new.
(Col. 3:10) “Be not conformed to this world,
but be transformed by the renewing of your
mind, that you may prove what is the good,
and acceptable, and perfect will of God.”
(Rom. 12:2) This is a total transformation. It
will change our thoughts towards almost
everything. Our thinking in the new-creation
mind will reflect the image of Christ. The
understanding of our mind (as renewed by
the mind of Christ) will then be spiritual.

The Spirit of Understanding

For example, many young Christians in
colleges or universities today have the same
thoughts about their studies and degrees as
worldly young people. But if they would be
renewed in the Spirit of their minds, putting
on the thinking and understanding of Christ,
their thoughts would change. This does not
mean that they would give up their studies,
but their focus, their worldview, would be
different, giving them new goals and desires
relating to their courses and teachers.

The Darkened Understanding

Jer. 17:9; Prov. 3:5; 4:7; 9:10; 10:23; 16:16, 22;
1 Cor. 14:20; 2 Cor. 4:3-6; Eph. 1:18; 4:17-18; 5:17;
Col. 1:9-10; 2 Pet. 1:19; 1 Jn. 5:20;

)

“Wisdom is the principle thing,” said
Solomon, “therefore get wisdom, and with
all your getting, get understanding.” (Prov.
4:7) “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
wisdom, and knowledge of the holy is
understanding.” (9:10) “It 1s sport to a fool to
do mischief, but a man of understanding has
wisdom.” (10:23) “It 1s better to get wisdom
than gold, and understanding is rather to be
chosen than choice silver.” (16:16)

Hear it! “Understanding is a wellspring
of life unto him who has it.” (16:22) Certainly
one reason so many billions of humans are
lost upon this earth is that they neither know
who, where, nor why they are. Truly, a great
darkness is upon the human family. This
condition is explained to us by the apostle
Paul: “This I say therefore, and testify in the
Lord, that you henceforth walk not as other
Gentiles walk, in the vanity of their mind,
having the understanding darkened, being
alienated from the life of God through the
ignorance that is in them, because of the
blindness of their heart.” (Eph. 4:17)
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Notice these conditions in the life of the
unregenerate man:

Vanity characterizes his mind.

His understanding is darkened.

He is alienated from the life of God.
His alienation is because of ignorance.
This ignorance is blindness.

N

In this verse we learn, among other things,
this simple truth: to be in darkness means to
be ignorant. Ignorance is a condition of the
mind in which the mind lacks knowledge
and understanding. Paul tells us that men
have “the understanding darkened” because
of the “ignorance that is in them.” It is this
condition of ignorance that causes the whole
world of men to walk in darkness, being lost,
“alienated from the life of God” in Christ.

There is a big difference between dark-
ness and bondage. Darkness is the absence
of something; whereas bondage is the power
of something. Darkness is the absence of
light, while bondage comes from a power (or
force) that usurps and controls. The dark-
ness in men is simply the absence of light —
understanding. Men walk in spiritual dark-
ness because they do not have light — truth.
The blindness of their hearts has kept the
glorious light of Christ from penetrating into
their lives. But men are in bondage because
they have been usurped by a power — Satan.
They are slaves to his power over them.

It just takes light to dispel darkness, but
only life can break bondage. The Lord told
Paul that He had called him “to open their
eyes, to turn them from darkness to light,
and from the power of Satan unto God.”
(Acts 26:18) The people who sat in darkness
saw a great light when Jesus came, but when
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He healed the woman with the “spirit of
infirmity” he said, “Ought not this woman
whom Satan has bound, lo, these eighteen
years, be loosed from this bond?” So you see
that those who are walking in darkness, are
also under bondage.

The bondage comes as a result of being
in darkness, but the two are not the same.
According to Paul, men in darkness are
“alienated from life.” Because there is no life
or strength in them, they also are usurped by
the devil who brings them under bondage to
his power. Since it is darkness that alienates
men from life, receiving light enables them
to see and appropriate life, and the life then
gives them power to break the bondage.
Light alone will not break the bondage in
the lives of men, only life can do that.

“But if our gospel be hid, it is hid to
them who are lost, in whom the god of this
world has blinded the minds of them who
believe not, lest the light of the glorious
gospel of Christ — who is the image of God —
should shine unto them. For God who com-
manded the light to shine out of darkness,
has shined in our hearts to give the light of
the knowledge of the glory of God in the
face of Jesus Christ.” (2 Cor. 4:3-4, 6) From
this we learn that the glorious gospel of
Christ is light, but this light is hid from those
in whom the god of this world has blinded
their minds, keeping them from understand-
ing for, “Understanding 1s a wellspring of
life unto him who has it.” (Prov. 16:22)

Lack of understanding puts men in
darkness, darkness alienates men from life,
and alienation from life allows men to be
usurped by Satan and put under bondage to
his power. Little wonder, then, that Satan is
so interested in blinding men!
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You can see this veil over the minds of
men. Many times when an unbeliever comes
to hear a good message of the gospel, we
think, “Oh, tonight this man will surely be
influenced toward the Lord; certainly he will
be saved!” But when he leaves, his mind is
still blank. The mind is the understanding
organ, and the god of this world has blinded
his mind. Regardless how good the message
1s and how much he has heard, Satan blocks
it by blinding his understanding.

Some years ago a brother preaching the
gospel said that God’s intention was not for
us to “do good,” as our “good works” do
not merit anything with God. He stressed
this point so much that it was very clear.
Another brother had brought a friend. From
time to time during the message, he noticed
that he was nodding his head positively as if
he understood. The brother was so happy,
thinking his friend was listening carefully
and receiving what was being ministered.
But afterwards the brother asked his friend,
“What do you think about the message?” He
replied, “Yes, all religions encourage people
to do good!” This indicated that his under-
standing had been blinded by the enemy.

As participators with God in bringing
His Kingdom to pass in this earth, we must
bind the god of this age from his blinding
operation upon men. I declare to you that
this can be done in the power of the Holy
Spirit. The true light has now shined in our
hearts, giving the light of the knowledge of
the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
(See 2 Cor. 4:6) “And we know that the Son of
God is come, and has given us an under-
standing that may we know Him who is
true, and we are in Him who is true, even in
His Son Jesus Christ.” (1 Jn. 5:20a)

The Spirit of Understanding

It is true that the light of Christ has now
shined into our hearts, yet I know that we
have not at this present time experienced the
fullness of that light. When we were first
saved, just enough light shone in to reveal
Jesus to us as Savior. We joyfully embraced
what was revealed unto us in that measure
of light, but what a great darkness prevailed
even yet in so many areas of our lives!

Peter writes, “We have also a more
sure word of prophecy; to which you do well
to pay attention, as unto a light that shines
in a dark place, until the day dawns and the
day star arises in your hearts.” (2 Pet. 1:19)
Peter states that this light shines in a “dark
place.” And I ask you, dear Reader, what
darker place could there be in the universe
than the heart of man? The Almighty told
Jeremiah that, “The heart is deceitful above
all things, and desperately wicked.” (Jer. 17:9)

Now truly the glorious light has shined
in that dark place of the heart of man, yet,
we still await that “arising” of the day star in
our hearts, which shall be as the brightness
and glory of the noontime sun. We praise
God for that measure of light that has
shined, and we eagerly await the arising of
the day star — the Sun of Righteousness.
“The path of the just is as the shining light,
that shines brighter and brighter unto the
perfect day.” (Prov. 4:18)

How many of the Lord’s people are still
satisfied with the first dim glow that awoke
the dawn of their spiritual experience? How
many have tasted God at the baby level of
the gifts and are content? How many never
follow on to know the fullness of the arising
Sun of Righteousness, who would flood
their whole being with the transcendent
glory and majesty of the glory of the Lord?
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The dead carnal church systems were
built by men who were saved by receiving
just enough light to know Jesus as Savior,
and then, out of the overshrouding gloom of
darkness yet untouched in their carnal hearts,
they proceeded to build upon the foundation
of Christ every kind of grotesque institution
of tradition, error, and worldliness: towering
edifices of hay, wood, and stubble soon to be
consumed in the fire of God’s judgment.
The day of judgment shall declare before the
eyes of all exactly what proceeded from the
darkness of man’s carnal hearts, in contrast
with what was born of the Spirit of God.

Let us not forget that understanding is
the key to everything in God. Faith comes
by understanding the will of God. This is
why Paul wrote, “Brethren, be not children
in understanding; yet in malice be children,
but in understanding be men.” (1 Cor. 14:20)
Paul’s prayer for the Ephesian brethren was,
“The eyes of your understanding being
enlightened; that you may know [by under-
standing] what is the hope of His calling,
and what riches — the glory of His inheri-
tance — are in the saints.” (Eph. 1:18) Again,
“Wherefore be not unwise but understand-
ing what the will of the Lord is.” (Eph. 5:17)
“For this cause we also, since the day we
heard of it, do not cease to pray for you, and
to desire that you might be filled with the
knowledge of His will in all wisdom and
spiritual understanding.” (Col. 1:9-10)

Faith comes by understanding. How
could any of us get saved before we came to
understand that we were lost, sinners, and
that Jesus died and rose again for us? Was it
not when we came to understand the simple
gospel that faith was born in our hearts unto
salvation? This came by the Holy Spirit.
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Show me a man who doesn’t under-
stand that Jesus died for him, and I will
show you a man who isn’t saved. Show me
a man who doesn’t understand that the Lord
has provided a baptism in the Holy Spirit,
and I will show you a man who has not been
Spirit-filled. Show me a man who doesn’t
understand that saints are supposed to go on
to perfection, and I'll show you a carnal
Christian who 1s not actively experiencing
the means God uses to produce perfection.
Show me a man who doesn’t understand
that the hope of creation is the manifestation
of the sons of God, and I'll show you a man
who is just waiting to be whisked away to
some far-away heaven somewhere at the
“rapture” and knows nothing of the deep
and vital dealings of God that produce
mature sons. The degree of our faith is
proportionate to the degree of our spiritual
understanding, which corresponds to the
amount of light and truth that has shined
into our minds and hearts by the Holy Spirit.
We will be filled with light (understanding)
to the same degree that our new-creation
mind has been developed.

Have you ever prayed that God would
open the eyes of your understanding that
you might know what is the hope of His
calling and what are the riches of the glory
of His inheritance in the saints? Ah, how
much better this would be than to seek the
passing vanities of this present world to the
detriment of your devotion to God. God
provides us with many good things, and we
should receive and enjoy them as well as
share them to encourage others. But the
heart of the Father is truly pained when He
beholds His sons diligently rushing about
“doing good,” while missing the best of all.
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Walk no longer in the vanity of your
mind, having the understanding darkened,
while alienating yourself from the life of
God through ignorance. Set your priorities
on things above, not on things of this carnal
life, for they make themselves wings and fly
away, never to yield any eternal reward.

We are exhorted, “Be not children in
understanding, yet in malice be children, but
in understanding be men.” (1 Cor. 14:20) But
for centuries God’s people have been men in
malice but children in understanding. The
pages of church history show that from Bible
times, the church has been a vast feuding
ground of malice, envy, bitterness, and
strife, full of pettiness, peevishness, debate,
whisperings, deceit, backbiting, gossip, and
evil speaking. Have they not then been men
in malice and children in understanding?

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart
and lean not unto your own understanding,”
says the Lord. (Prov. 3:5) Yet how often the
Lord’s people are found leaning to their own
understanding, and generally that is nothing
more than the faulty understanding of other
men whose traditions, interpretations, and
deductions they have accepted.

Human understanding is so terribly
limited! It is limited because it contains
nothing of God’s understanding, and is,
therefore, as faulty as is the nature of man.
Just as the fear of the Lord is the beginning
of wisdom, so the knowledge of the holy is
understanding. (See Prov. 9:10)

Understanding will never be yours by
following the traditions of the dead church
systems, for they know nothing of the things
of the Spirit of God. From the beginning, it
has been Satan’s policy to misrepresent truth
and distort and carnalize the Word of God,

The Spirit of Understanding

in order to hinder mankind from seeing the
beauty and majesty of the eternal purposes
of God. The more absurdities Satan can get
interwoven into man’s creeds, doctrines, and
concepts about God, the church, the world,
sin, eternity, the destiny of man, and so on,
the better he succeeds in separating men
from God. Thus for centuries the adversary
has been working most successfully. He has
hidden the most precious and wonderful
truths under the most specious and repulsive
errors, and progress of the Lord’s people has
been correspondingly slow.

But, thank God, we are now living in
the time when the veil of ignorance is being
dissolved and the Lord’s people are being
drawn by the Spirit to look away from the
creeds, systems, and programs formed for
their enslavement during ages past, to look
directly to the Word of God itself and to the
living God of the Word — bless His name!
Therefore lean no longer upon your own
understanding. Judge neither after the sight
of the eyes nor the hearing of the ears, but
seek that living Spirit of Understanding that
comes from God alone.

Two Aspects of Understanding
Gen. 8:20-22; 1 Chron. 28:9; Isa. 11:2-5;
Ps. 103:13-14; 119:73, 102-104;

Heb. 2:16-18; 4:14-16; 5:1-2; 2 Pet. 3:18

The understanding of the new-creation
mind functions in two directions: toward
God and toward man. The godward aspect
includes all spiritual understanding of God
Himself by which we are able to see and
know the realities of the Spirit of God. In
this aspect of understanding, we constantly
“grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.” (2 Pet. 3:18)
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The second function of divine under-
standing is also an understanding issuing
from the nature and life of God; however, its
direction i1s manward. This area of under-
standing is the ability to see and understand
men, together with their ways, actions,
intents, and condition, in that same spirit
and attitude in which God Himself views
them. No man shall ever be qualified to rule
over the nations until he has first been made
a partaker of this Spirit of Understanding
from God. This is what the Spirit indicated
when He inspired the prophet to write,
“And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest upon
Him, the Spirit of Wisdom and Understand-
ing... and He shall not judge after the sight
of His eyes neither reprove after the hearing
of His ears; but with righteousness shall He
judge the poor, and reprove with equity for
the meek of the earth; and He shall smite the
earth with the rod of His mouth, and with
the breath of His lips shall He slay the
wicked.” (Isa. 11:2-5)

Divine understanding does not judge
either by the sight of the eye or the hearing
of the ear, but with righteousness it judges
the poor and decides for (in favor of) the
meek and downtrodden. In the face of the
condemning multitudes it cries, “... judge
nothing before the time, until the Lord come,
who both will bring to light the hidden
things of darkness and will make manifest
the counsels of the hearts; and then shall
every man have praise of God.” (1 Cor. 4:5)

It was not only love and forgiveness
that led Jesus to tell the woman accused of
adultery, “Neither do I condemn you, go
and sin no more.” It was also the Spirit of
Understanding. In dealing with humanity,
God never forgets that we are “dust,” and
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He remembers just the kind of muck from
which our bodies and souls came. He knows
the lies and traditions we have inherited.
The eye of the all-seeing God certainly sees
what we sometimes see, that men have in
their up-bringing, their education, even in
their very blood, been saturated with sin and
the world. God knows that as a result of
Adam’s transgression, men have lived and
died mired in godless attitudes and actions,
in deceptions and heresies, in diseases and
fears — miserable creatures who by inherited
nature are the children of wrath, blinded by
the god of this world, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ — who is the image
of God — should shine into them. (2 Cor. 4:4)
David admonished his son Solomon as
he was about to take the throne of Israel,
“And you Solomon my son, know the God
of your father and serve Him with a perfect
heart and with a willing mind; for the Lord
searches all hearts, and understands all the
imaginations of the thoughts.” (1 Chron. 28:9)
David understood something of the justice
of God which proceeds from understanding
the frailties of mortal man, for he wrote, “As
a father has compassion on his children, so
the Lord has compassion on them that fear
Him; for He knows [understands] our frame;
He remembers that we are dust.” (Ps. 103:13)
This aspect of the Lord’s understanding
was revealed early in human history. When
Noah came forth from the ark following the
deluge, we read, “And Noah built an altar
unto the Lord; and took of every clean beast,
and of every clean fowl, and offered burnt
offerings on the altar. And the Lord smelled
the sweet savor; and the Lord said in His
heart, I will never again curse the ground on
account of man; for the intent of man’s heart
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is evil from his youth; and I will never again
destroy everything living as I have done.
While the earth remains, seed time and har-
vest, cold and heat, summer and winter, and
day and night shall not cease.” (Gen. 8:20-22)

When the Lord smelled the sweet savor
of Noah'’s sacrifice, He said within Himself
that He would never again destroy all living
things because of man’s wickedness. This
was a council made with His own heart, a
decision made by His own will. He made an
unconditional covenant with Himself con-
cerning the whole earth, never again to kill
all living creatures throughout the ages of
the earth. This Noahic covenant will never
cease. God purposed never again to curse
the ground, no matter how evil man would
become, “for” said He, “the imagination of
man’s heart 1s evil from his youth.”

The next time you feel like condemning
men for their slowness to see God’s glories,
just defer to the Spirit of Understanding that
it may possess you; then you will know that
the god of this world has blinded the minds
of men — God alone can open the eyes of
him who was born blind!

We pity a man who is handicapped
because of a physical defect from birth, for
understanding teaches us that his affliction is
no fault of his own. Why then do we cast
aside the Spirit of Understanding by think-
ing that he whose spiritual eyes have never
been opened ought to be able to see the
mountains filled with the hosts of the Lord?
If the men who crucified the Lord of glory
had not been blinded by the god of this
world, they would never have done it; there-
fore, the Spirit of Understanding guiding
Jesus’ soul prayed, “Father, forgive them,
for they know not what they do.”

The Spirit of Understanding

For many years, there was an area in
which I was extremely intolerant toward
people possessed of a particular fault. When
someone would fall into that error I would
contend, “I don’t understand how anyone
could ever do that and think God led them
into it!” I understood how a carnal Christian
could stumble into this sin, but I couldn’t
understand how someone claiming to be
walking by the Spirit of God could walk into
it believing that God led him there.

Then one day, due to some unforeseen
and complex circumstances, the very same
spirit of error came upon me. I found myself
irresistibly drawn toward the same sin that I
had condemned in others. The deception
was so cunning that I found myself actually
believing that it was the Lord leading me!
Suddenly wrong felt so right! Under this
attack, my values got so distorted that I was
ready to call the flesh Spirit and the Spirit
flesh. It all seemed so right, so logical, yes
even so — spiritual! God, who is exceedingly
gracious and altogether faithful, delivered
me from that snare of the devil ere I fell into
the trap so craftily laid for me. Today, I am
as much opposed to that particular error as I
ever was, for the Word of God opposes it.
But one thing the Lord taught me for sure:
never again can I say, “I don’t understand
how anyone could do that and think God
led them into it!” Now I do understand.

This personal example is one aspect of
understanding God ministered to my own
heart through experience. But look not to me,
only to Jesus. On Him rests the abundance
of that Spirit of Understanding in fullness!
Marvelous is the realization that this One on
whom rests the Spirit of Understanding is
both our Savior and also our High Priest.
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“Seeing then that we have a great High
Priest, who is passed into the heavens —
Jesus the Son of God — let us hold fast to our
profession. For we have not a high priest
which cannot be touched with the feeling of
our infirmities; but was in all points tempted
like as we are, yet without sin. Let us there-
fore come boldly to the throne of grace that
we may obtain mercy and find grace to help
in time of need.” (Heb. 4:14-16)

One of the requirements for priesthood,
under the typical laws of the Old Testament,
was that the priest be a man of compassion —
that kind of compassion which sprang from
his own experience, as he himself also was
bound by infirmity. “Every high priest is
selected from among men and is appointed
to represent them in matters related to God,
to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. He is
thus able to deal gently with those who are
ignorant and are going astray, since he him-
self is also subject to weakness.” (Heb. 5:1-2)

This wonderful type was fulfilled in our
great High Priest, Jesus. “Since the children
have flesh and blood, He too shared their
humanity... For surely it is not angels He
helps, but Abraham’s descendants. For this
reason He had to be made like his brothers
in every way, in order that He might become
a merciful and faithful High Priest... that he
might make atonement for the sins of the
people. Because He Himself suffered when
He was tempted, He is able to help those
who are being tempted.” (Heb. 2:14, 16-18) Yes
Jesus became man to pay the penalty for our
sin and show us the way to the Father, but
He also became man to fulfill the type of the
high priest who has suffered every weakness
and temptation, and thus for those bound by
sin is able to show mercy and forgiveness.
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As the “royal priesthood” of God, and
as the “body” of our great High Priest, Jesus
Christ, we are destined to reign as king-
priests over all nations during that glorious
age now dawning. Therefore, we need to
understand this principle of the priesthood:
the condition that develops compassion in
us is that we ourselves get beset, hedged in,
by the same problems, needs, and difficulties
that are going to come upon the people to
whom we minister. If we are intolerant of
certain faults in others, it may be because we
have never been afflicted by that particular
weakness, nor faced the same pressure, nor
been tormented by that temptation; therefore
we lack a spirit of understanding and a heart
of mercy and compassion.

This Spirit of Understanding is one of
the seven Spirits of Sonship that shall rest
like a cloud of glory upon the sons of God.
By these shall the glory and order of God’s
Kingdom be established across the earth.
Any man who would reign in that glorious
Kingdom must first partake of the fullness of
these seven Spirits. Let us pray for the Spirit
of Understanding. May the deep and fervent
cry expressed from the heart of the psalmist
become even the cry of the sons of God in
this hour, “Your hands have made me and
fashioned me; give me understanding that I
may learn Your commandments.” (Ps. 119:73)

How readily the Lord inclined His ear
unto the psalmist’s earnest petition! He sent
forth the answer immediately. It is found in
verses 102-104. “I have not departed from
Your judgments, for You have taught me.
How sweet are Your words unto my taste!
Yes, sweeter than honey to my mouth!
Through Your precepts I get understanding,
therefore I hate every false way.”
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Chapter 8 - The Spirit of Counsel

Introduction

“These things says He who has the
seven Spirits of God.” (Rev. 3:1)

“And the Spirit of the Lord [Jehovah]
shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of Wisdom
and Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel
and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and of
the Fear of the Lord [Jehovah].” (Isa. 11:2)

The fourth Spirit of Sonship is the Spirit
of Counsel. Since the Word of the Almighty
has called this the “Spirit” of Counsel we
must understand that this counsel is not in
any way an operation of human counsel,
which is nothing more than the deliberation
of the carnal mind. Carnal men toil for long
years in schools of “higher education” to
learn this world’s systems of psychology,
psychiatry, psychoanalysis, and methods of
psychotherapy. These at best deal only with
the effects of man’s problems and not with
the real causes. The wisdom and counsel of
God is rejected by the counselors of this evil
world, for in their darkened minds, they deal
only in the realm of the soul. They deny the
entire realm of heaven and hell and God and
Judgment Day — the realm of the Spirit.
They start with the premise that there is no
God and we evolved from pond scum, so
how can you expect to have any truth left?

Thus they can recognize neither the
glory of God nor the power of Satan. They
do not understand that the whole world of
mankind is indeed, “dead in trespasses and
sins, in which at one time you also walked.

The Spirit of Counsel

You were following the course of this world.
You were under the sway of this present age,
following the prince of the power of the air,
obedient to him and under his control, the
demon spirit that still constantly works in
the sons of disobedience... Among these we
as well as you once lived and conducted
ourselves in the passions of our flesh — our
behavior governed by our corrupt, sensual
nature; obeying the impulses of the flesh and
the thoughts of the mind — our cravings
dictated by our senses and our dark imagin-
ings. We were then by nature children of
God’s wrath and heirs of His indignation,
like the rest of mankind.” (Eph. 2:1-3, AMP)

The only real solution to the chaotic
problems in men’s lives is found in the very
next verses. “But God! So rich is He in His
mercy! Because of, and in order to satisfy,
the great and wonderful and intense love
with which He loved us, even when we were
dead, slain by our own shortcomings and
trespasses, God made us alive, together in
fellowship and in union with Christ. He
gave us the very life of Christ Himself, the
same new life with which He quickened
Him. For it is by grace — by His favor and
mercy which you did not deserve — that you
are saved [delivered from judgment and
given eternal life in Christ]. And He raised
us up together with Him and made us sit
down together — giving us joint seating with
Him - in the heavenly sphere by virtue of
our being in Christ Jesus the Messiah, the
Anointed One.” (Eph. 2:4-6, AMP)
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Many years ago, in my early days of
ministry, I found it very difficult to counsel
people in their problems. People came with
such miserable bondages, enslaved to such
wretched circumstances and conditions, in
such tangled and hopeless messes in their
lives, with such involved family situations,
financial problems, physical and emotional
problems, so unbelievably desperate, that
more times than not I felt overwhelmed,
empty and helpless before them.

To improve my ability to help people in
their problems I sought to study books on
counseling, psychology, and so on. But alas!
To my dismay, I soon discovered these
books were as empty of life and truth and as
full of weakness and death as I myself.

I thank God for that blessed day when
the answer came from heaven, the light of
God’s Holy Spirit of Counsel burst like the
noonday sun upon my understanding, and
the voice of Jesus resounded like thunder in
the ears of my spirit, “I am the way, the
truth, and the life!” (Jn. 14:6)

In one instant of time, I clearly saw that
there are not twenty-five different solutions
to twenty-five different problems — there is
only one solution for every single problem of
every single person on the face of this earth.
There is only one answer, the same answer,
to a zillion problems, from the petty troubles
of individuals to the staggering, frightening
dilemmas of nations and civilizations. Jesus
is the answer. There is no other answer, no
other way, no other counsel. The question
always boils down to, “How can I find life,
real life, as it ought to be?” And the answer
is simply, “He who has the Son has the life,
and he who does not have the Son of God
does not have the life.” (1 Jn. 5:12)
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With sorrow did the Master reprove a
people 2,000 years ago (who were not one
whit different from the masses that walk the
land today) declaring, “The Father who sent
Me, He has borne witness of Me. You have
neither heard His voice at any time, nor seen
His form. And you do not have His Word
abiding in you, for you do not believe Him
whom He sent.... and you are unwilling to
come to Me, that you may have life.” (Jn. 5:37-38,
40, emphasis added) Life is only found in Christ.

How greatly this one sublime truth
simplified, for me, the giving of counsel unto
men in their problems and sorrows! What
life and power were released to heal, deliver,
and transform these poor people out of every
kind of pit of bondage and despair!

How many of the world’s peoples, how
many of the world’s Christians, enmeshed in
the carnal system of religion which calls
itself the church, seek human counsel which
1s, in all reality, nothing more than the
advice of men who are walking in fallen,
unregenerate, carnal minds. As a worm
looks at things through the eyes of a worm
with its limited understanding, so fallen men
see all things through carnal minds and give
their darkened counsel. Often the counselor
is in greater darkness than the counseled.

It 1s ludicrous to hear what the world
accepts as counsel. Students seek to counsel
the faculties of our universities. Adolescents
counsel their parents. Divorced people serve
as marriage counselors to those with marital
issues. The unmarried instruct the married.
The childless counsel fathers and mothers in
the arts of child-rearing. Those who have
spent their lives in ivory-towered academia
train pupils to live “out there in the world,”
“... the blind leading the blind.” (Mat. 15:14)
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The carnal mind has nothing more to
offer in counsel but darkness and death, for
the carnal mind is dead, and knows nothing
at all of that which pertains to life. For the
children of God to seek counsel from the
experts of this world, whether psychologists,
psychiatrists, marriage counselors, or even
the ministers of religion in the harlot church
systems, is as futile and worthless as seeking
counsel from a corpse.

“For to be carnally minded is death;
but to be spiritually minded is life and
peace.” (Rom. 8:6) In the Amplified Bible this
is rendered, “Now the mind of the flesh,
which is sense and reason without the Holy
Spirit, is death — but the mind of the Spirit is
life and soul-peace now and forevermore.”

The carnal mind today is even more
corrupt and dark than in past ages, for it has
suffered the unrelenting process of 6,000
years of deterioration and degeneration.
You have only to follow the news which
daily flows forth from the radio, television,
and newspapers, and it will soon be clearly
seen that the counsel given by the wise men
of the earth gives naught but greater fear and
frustration until men’s hearts fail for fear at
the things that are coming upon the earth.

Hear now the counsel of God penned
long centuries ago by one who had learned
the wisdom of the counsel of the Lord.
“Blessed — happy, fortunate, prosperous, and
enviable — is the man who walks and lives
not in the counsel of the ungodly, following
their advice, their plans and purposes, nor
stands in the path where sinners walk, nor
sits down where the scornful gather. But his
delight and desire are in the law of the Lord
— the precepts, the instructions, the teachings
of God — in these he habitually meditates by
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day and by night. And he shall be like a tree
firmly planted by streams of water, ready to
bring forth his fruit in its season; his leaf also
shall not fade or wither, and everything he
does shall prosper and come to maturity.”
(Ps. 1:1-3, AMP)

Blessed is the man that walks not in the
counsel of the ungodly, says the Lord. How
naively many of the Lord’s people accept it
as something of great spiritual and national
import when our president announces that
he begins each day with a prayer asking God
to help him make the right decisions for our
nation. Laudable as that seems to the unen-
lightened mind, yet, I ask, how can one
receive counsel and direction from the Lord
if he asks but then refuses to listen to the
counsel of God and straightway goes out
and receives his counsel from the carnally-
minded “wise” men of the world? Truly can
I say to you that God does not channel His
counsel through the ungodly labor leaders,
dictators, world bankers, college professors,
businessmen, communist governments, and
especially the other politicians with whom
our president daily confers and from whom
he seeks advice and counsel.

Being a nominal Christian does not
qualify any man to rule our nation in the
wisdom and righteousness of God, for truly
such are merely “babes” in Christ. The
inspiration of God has this to say of babes,
“I could not talk to you as to spiritual men,
but as to nonspiritual men of the flesh, in
whom the carnal nature predominates, as to
mere infants in the new life in Christ. For
you are still unspiritual, having the nature of
the flesh — behaving yourselves after a
human standard and like mere unchanged
men.” (1 Cor. 3:1, 3, AMP)
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Any president could lead in greater
wisdom and in greater blessing to the nation
and the whole world, if he would call as his
advisors prophets of God in whose mouth is
the sure word of the Lord and if instead of
holding a cabinet meeting with unregenerate
“experts,” they would begin each day with a
prayer meeting, seeking the counsel of God,
and then simply do what the Spirit directs.

“Cause me to hear Your loving-kind-
ness in the morning; for in You, O Lord do I
trust; cause me to know the way wherein I
should walk; for I lift up my soul unto You.”
(Ps. 143:8) “Blessed are the people who know
the joyful sound; they shall walk, O Lord, in
the light of Your countenance.” (Ps. 89:15)

The Counsel of God
Isa. 11:2, 4, 9; 40:13-14; Acts 15:18;
Rom. 9:19; 11:34-36; 1 Cor. 1:17;
Eph. 1:4-5, 9, 11; 3:11; Col. 1:14-15

The carnal church system, having
rejected the counsel of the Lord, seeks to
reign through creeds, doctrines, laws, shame
or fear manipulation, and political influence
over human leaders. Again, none of those
things have life. Their result “with God” is
no better than the world systems without
God. It is still the blind leading the blind.

But blessed be God, the age is very near
at hand when the sons of God shall reign
with Christ in transcending glory and power.
The mind of Christ shall dwell richly in all
the sons of God, and from that divine mind
shall flow forth the counsel of the Lord.

Counsel is advice; the counsel of God is
the advice of God. However, counsel is
much more than mere advice. There are
three important words which keep company
in the Scriptures: will, counsel and purpose.
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Some of the words translated as will and
purpose are actually related to the Greek
word translated counsel, for they all derive
from the same stem. One of the Greek
words translated will is boulema. (Rom. 9:19)
One of the Greek words translated purpose
1s bouleoumai. (1 Cor. 1:17) The primary word
for counsel in the Greek is boule. (Eph. 1:11)

You don’t have to be a Greek scholar
to look at these three words and tell they are
related. They are related because purpose
proceeds from will and is then expressed as
counsel. So the counsel of God is the advice
of God, but it is more than advice. It is also
the very will and purpose of the Almighty.
Counsel from the Lord reveals the deliberate
purpose of God. It is discernment and good
judgment, taken by consultation with the
Lord. Thus it is the Lord’s own judgment.

The counsel of God begins as His own
sovereign will, the eternal purpose which
God holds in His own heart and mind. Since
God is the first and highest life-form in the
universe, the cause of all things and the
effect of nothing, He did not from eternity
receive counsel from any being nor did He
form His purposes in consultation with any
other. Thus we can understand that which is
written of Him, “Having made known unto
us the mystery of His will, according to His
good pleasure which He has purposed in
Himself.” (Eph. 1:9)

The verses surrounding this verse speak
of how the Father chose us “in Christ”
before the foundation of the world “that we
should be holy and without blame before
Him, in love having predestined us unto the
adoption of children [placement as sons] by
Christ Jesus unto Himself, according to the
good pleasure of His will.” (Eph. 1:4-5)
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In purposing and planning for this vast
family of sons who are finally to come into
the glorious image of that first-born Son, the
Father was not prompted nor inspired to this
purpose by selecting some suggestions from
the celestial suggestion box, nor by holding a
council and collaborating with His peers. He
“purposed in Himself!” When my wife and 1
made the decision to have children in our
home we didn’t ask our neighbors if they
thought this was a good idea, neither did we
consult my parents nor my wife’s relatives.
We purposed in ourselves.

Let it be forever established in our mind
and heart that, “Known unto God are all
His works from the beginning of the world.”
(Acts 15:1) We are participators, “actors upon
the stage,” in the actual playing out of those
“works” of God because we were “chosen in
Him,” and “in Him also we have obtained
an inheritance, being predestined according
to the purpose of Him who works all things
after the counsel of His own will.” (Eph. 1:11)

Isaiah asked this rhetorical question,
“Who has directed the Spirit of Jehovah, or
being His counselor has taught Him? With
whom took He counsel? Who instructed
Him or taught Him in the path of judgment?
Who taught Him knowledge, or showed to
Him the way of understanding?” (Isa. 40:13-14)
Paul reiterates the same question, “For who
has known the mind of the Lord... or who
has ever been His counselor? Or who has
first given God anything that he might be
paid back or claim a recompense? For from
Him and through Him and to Him are all
things.” (Rom. 11:34-36) J. B. Phillips renders
that last verse, “For everything began with
Him, continues its existence because of
Him, and ends in Him.”

The Spirit of Counsel

The answer, of course, is obvious. No
one has been His counselor. Seeing that “He
is before all things, and by Him all things
consist,” (Col. 1:17) how could anything have
been a counselor unto Him who created it?

The purposes and plans of God are as
eternal as is the God who purposed and
planned. We must understand that God did
not sit down one day on His glorious throne
and just “think up” the idea of creation, nor
of His glorious Kingdom, nor of His family
of sons who would share His glory.

If God is omniscient (all-knowing), as
the Scripture affirms He is and has always
been, it follows that there never was a time
when He did not know what all His actions
would be. Then there never could have been
a time when He had not already planned
and purposed in His own mind and heart for
all that He would bring forth from Himself
for all time; for then there would have been
a time when He was not omniscient —
indeed a time when He was not God!

God has always been God; He has
always been omniscient and omnipotent; He
has always known all things; He has always
planned and purposed for all things. This is
why God’s purpose is called “the eternal
purpose.” (Eph. 3:11) The purpose is fulfilled
within the framework of “the ages” of time,
but His “purpose” originates from eternity.

Eternity is timelessness, beyond time. It
is changeless, for it requires time to change.
In eternity, God is all and 1n all, perfect and
complete in matchless splendor, along with
everything He ever thought to accomplish.
Thus His “eternal purpose” transcends time.
His glorious “plan of the ages” was perfect
and complete before time began and is not
dependent on anything happening in time.
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The Wonderful Counselor
Isa. 9:6-7; 11:2, 4, 9; 28:29; Jer. 32:17-19; Rev. 11:15

The hour is near at hand when the
whole world shall come under the Spirit of
Counsel manifested in God’s sons, for God
has said of this corporate Son (head and
body), “And the Spirit of Jehovah shall rest
upon Him... the Spirit of Counsel... with
righteousness shall He judge the poor, and
reprove with equity for the meek of the
earth; and He shall smite the earth with the
rod of His mouth... they shall not hurt nor
destroy in all My holy mountain [kingdom];
for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of
the Lord as the waters cover the sea.” (Isa.
11:2, 4, 9) The exact counsel that Jesus Christ
Himself will give will be the counsel of the
whole body of sons, for upon them shall rest
the Spirit of Counsel. The sons of God shall
be the embodiment and full expression of
the whole counsel of God for all the earth.
Christ shall rule the earth by the Spirit of
Counsel through His sons — they shall faith-
fully manifest in the physical realm what
their head is saying in the realm of Spirit.

This sevenfold anointing of the fullness
of God’s Spirit rested first upon the glorious
head of the house of sons. Isaiah 9:6-7 is a
wonderful prophecy of the birth of Jesus and
worldwide growth of His government. To
help us grasp more fully what His rule will
mean for the nations, this prophecy assigns
to Him some significant titles. “His name
shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, the
mighty God, the everlasting Father, the
Prince of Peace.” Some Hebrew scholars
claim that no punctuation should follow the
word “wonderful;” that it is an adjective,
like “mighty” in the title, “the mighty God,”
or “everlasting” in the title, “the everlasting
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Father.” We know, of course, that Jesus is
“wonderful.” No matter how we view Him,
He is altogether “wonderful!” But it does
seem reasonable, and in harmony with the
revelation of God, that He is here telling us
primarily that “Wonderful Counselor” is
one title for Christ Jesus.

The term “counselor,” as used in this
prophecy, means far more than just one who
gives advice. It includes the concept of an
attorney — one who represents a client before
the bar of justice. It is in this capacity that
Jesus now represents the church, His body,
and in this capacity, He will act on behalf of
the whole world in His glorious reign as
King of kings and Lord of lords. His work as
counselor will be closely akin to His role as
judge, for the judge is the counselor. In both
respects, He will deal with the people for the
purpose of reconciling them to God, and on
this basis, point them all toward life and the
blessings and benefits of the Kingdom.

Indeed, Jesus is a wonderful Counselor
and a righteous Judge! Isaiah declared of
Him, “This also comes forth from the Lord
of hosts, who is wonderful in counsel, and
excellent in working.” (Isa. 2:29) It is almost
possible to hear the exultation in Jeremiah’s
voice as he proclaims, “Ah Lord God!
Behold, You have made the heaven and the
earth by Your great power and out-stretched
arm, and nothing is too hard for You... the
great, the Mighty God, the Lord of hosts is
His name, great in counsel, and mighty in
deed.” (Jer. 32:17-19) “The Spirit of the Lord
[Jehovah] shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of
Wisdom and Understanding, the Spirit of
Counsel and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge
and of the Fear of the Lord; and... with
righteousness shall He judge...” (Isa. 11:2-4)
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I stand in awe before such wonderful
words. Truly, One with such qualifications
will deal justly with the people, and we can
be assured that under His righteous reign,
there shall be a worldwide turning unto God
in which every prophecy shall see its long
awaited fulfillment, “And the seventh angel
sounded, and there were great voices in
heaven, saying, ‘The kingdoms of this world
are become the kingdoms of our Lord and of
His Christ [head and body], and He shall
reign forever and ever.”” (Rev. 11:15) “He
says, ‘It is too small a thing that you should
be My servant to raise up [only] the tribes of
Jacob, and to restore [only] the preserved
ones of Israel; I will also make you a light of
the nations so that My salvation may reach
to the end of the earth.”” (Isa. 49:6)

Counselors in the Kingdom
Judg. 3:9-11; Ps. 96:10-13; 98:4, 8-9; Isa. 1:24-26;
26:9; Dan. 7:21-22; 1 Cor. 6:2; Heb. 10:26-29; James
2:13; 2 Pet. 3:7; Rev. 2:26-27; 3:21; 14:6-7; 20:4

Not only will this Wonderful Counselor
reign in righteousness over the earth, but
that great company of overcoming sons shall
reign with Him. “And He who overcomes...
to him will T give power over the nations;
and he shall rule them with a rod of iron.”
(Rev. 2:26-27) “To him who overcomes will I
grant to sit with Me in My throne, even as |
also overcame and am seated with My
Father in His throne.” (Rev. 3:21) “And I saw
thrones, and they sat upon them. Judgment
was given unto them... and they reigned
with Christ a thousand years.” (Rev.20:4)
“And they shall see His face, and His name
shall be on their foreheads... because the
Lord God shall illumine them, and they
shall reign forever and ever.” (Rev. 22:5)
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Centuries before John penned those
verses, Isaiah prophesied of the day of God’s
divine government in and through His sons.
“Therefore says the Lord... I will be relieved
of My adversaries, and avenge Myself of My
enemies; and I will turn My hand upon you,
and purely purge away your dross, and take
away your tin; and I will restore your judges
as at the first, and your counselors as at the
beginning; afterward you shall be called the
City of Righteousness, the Faithful City.”
(Isa. 1:24-26)

Jesus i1s the Wonderful Counselor, but
there shall also be a restoration of counselors
and faithful judges to God’s people and
eventually to the whole world. Who these
judges and counselors are is not difficult to
determine, for the testimony of Scripture is
unified in declaring that judgment shall be
given to the saints of God. “... until the
Ancient of Days came, and judgment was
given to the saints of the Most High; and the
time came that the saints possessed the
Kingdom.” (Dan. 7:21-22) “Do you not know
that the saints shall judge the world? Do you
not know that we shall judge angels?” (1 Cor.
6:1-2) “And I saw thrones, and they sat upon
them, and judgment was given unto them,;
and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years.” (Rev. 20:4)

“Let the godly ones [the saints] exult in
glory; let them sing for joy on their beds. Let
the high praises of God be in their mouth,
and a two-edged sword in their hand, to
execute [God’s] vengeance [judgment] on
the nations, and punishment on the peoples;
to bind their kings with chains, and their
nobles with fetters of iron; to execute on
them the judgment written; this is an honor
for all His godly ones.” (Ps. 149:5-9)
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Understand now the precious truth that
even as Jesus is both judge and counselor
(lawyer, representing us before the bar of
justice, pleading our cause), so the sons of
God are given not only as judges of the
world but also as counselors to the nations.
The Old Testament book of Judges gives a
description of how God raised up judges to
execute justice, turn the people back to God,
and relieve oppression among God’s people.
They were anointed to be Israel’s “saviors”
by a special endowment of the Spirit of God.
Throughout the administration of the judges,
the people were blessed. Especially when
Israel was under oppression by their enemies
because they had forsaken God, when they
cried out to God, Israel was released from
bondage and blessed through the judges.
Thus we read, “When the children of Israel
cried unto the Lord, the Lord raised up a
deliverer, who delivered them... Othniel...
and the Spirit of the Lord came upon him,
and he judged Israel, and went out to war...
and prevailed... and the land had rest forty
years.” (Judg. 3:9-11)

Similarly, the church and the world
have been under the power and oppression
of the adversary, Satan. God does not wish
them pain, yet He has allowed it to bring
them to the place where they will cry out to
Him for deliverance. Then He who paid for
the sins of the whole world with His own
precious blood will take His great power and
reign. He, through His sons, will deliver and
judge those whom He so loved as to redeem,
just like He sent the judges to Israel when
they cried out to Him. With this conclusion
all the prophetic declarations agree. “... with
righteousness shall He judge the world, and
the people with equity.” (Ps. 98:9)
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When God declares that in the last days
He will raise up, “your judges as at the first,
and your counselors as at the beginning,”
(Tsa. 1:26) this does not mean that the judges
and the counselors are two different classes
of people. This is a form of Hebrew poetry,
in which the thought of the first phrase is
repeated in the next, using different words.
In the Old Testament economy, when God
ruled Israel through the judges, the judges
were the counselors. These are two aspects
of ministry embodied in the same person.

A distorted picture often comes to mind
when we speak of “judgment.” The only
judgment most people know is the judgment
of God’s wrath and condemnation, as on
“Judgment Day.” The view generally held is
that of Christ coming to earth seated sternly
upon a great white throne. He summons
every sinner in rank and file before Him to
be judged, amidst terrifying convulsions of
nature — widespread earthquakes, opening
graves, falling stars, rending rocks, and
crumbling mountains. Trembling sinners
will be brought from the depths of woe to
hear their many sins rehearsed, only to be
returned to an eternal and merciless doom of
unspeakable torture. The saints will be
brought from heaven to witness the misery
and despair of the condemned, to hear the
Judge’s favorable decision in their own cases
and to return to heaven and to their rewards.

This is a crude concept, and it is out of
harmony with the full biblical picture of
judgment. It is true that God’s judgment has
the aspect of wrath and condemnation —
every sinner has certainly earned God’s holy
wrath! All should stand in reverence and
godly fear before the prospects of a judgment
such as that spoken of in Hebrews 10:26-31.

The Seven Spirits of God



“For if we sin willfully after receiving the
knowledge of the truth, there remains no
more sacrifice for sins, but a certain fearful
looking for judgment and fiery indignation
which shall devour the adversaries. He who
despised Moses’ law died without mercy
under two or three witnesses; of how much
sorer punishment, do you suppose, shall he
be thought worthy who has trodden under
foot the Son of God and has counted the
blood of the covenant, wherewith he was
sanctified, an unholy thing, and has insulted
the Spirit of Grace? It is a fearful thing to fall
into the hands of the living God.” Peter also
speaks of a judgment of destruction: “But
the heavens and the earth which are now, by
the same word are kept in store, reserved
unto fire against the day of judgment and
perdition [punishment in hell, damnation,
destruction] of ungodly men.” (2 Pet. 3:7)

The judgments of God, however, are
much broader and more glorious than just
that one aspect of judgment would indicate.
May we be enabled by the gracious Spirit of
the merciful God to fully comprehend what
the apostle James meant when he penned
the following words, “For he shall have
judgment without mercy, who has showed
no mercy; mercy rejoices against judgment.”
(James 2:13) The New American Standard
Bible renders this, “For judgment will be
merciless to one who has shown no mercy;
but mercy triumphs over judgment.” Jesus
said, “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall
obtain mercy.” (Mat. 5:7, NASB) David wrote
of the Lord, “For the Lord is good; His
mercy is everlasting; and His truth endures
to all generations.” (Ps. 100:5) “Your mercy,
O Lord, endures forever; forsake not the
works of Your hands.” (Ps. 138:8)

The Spirit of Counsel

Mercy triumphs over judgment in the
heart of God! The judgments of God are not
limited to wrath and destruction. Revelation
expresses a higher purpose of judgment:
“Then I saw another angel flying in mid-air,
with an eternal gospel to tell the earth’s
inhabitants, to every race, tribe, language,
and people. And he cried with a mighty
voice, ‘Revere God and give Him glory,
honor and praise in worship, for the hour of
His judgment has arrived. Fall down before
Him; pay Him homage and adoration;
worship Him who created heaven and earth,
the sea and springs of water.”” (Rev. 14:6-7)

The Scriptures are filled with references
to the judgments of God on the earth, giving
assurance that it will be a most wonderful
and glorious time. In fact, we are exhorted
to rejoice because of the coming of the Lord
to bring judgment! “Say among the heathen
that the Lord reigns; the world also shall be
established that it shall not be moved; He
shall judge the people righteously. Let the
heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; let
the sea roar, and the fullness thereof. Let the
field be joyful, and all that is therein; then
shall all the trees of the woods [common
people] rejoice before the Lord; for He
comes — for He comes to judge the earth; He
shall judge the world with righteousness,
and the people with His truth.” (Ps. 96:10-13)
“Make a joyful noise unto the Lord, all the
earth; make a loud noise, and rejoice and
sing praise... Let the sea [peoples] roar, and
the fullness thereof; the world, and they that
dwell therein. Let the floods [multitudes]
clap their hands, let the hills be joyful
together before the Lord, for He comes to
judge the earth; with righteousness shall He
judge the world, and the people with equity.”
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(Ps. 98:4, 7-9) “The judgments of the Lord are
true; they are righteous altogether. They are
more desirable than gold, yes, than much
fine gold. Sweeter also than honey and the
drippings of the honeycomb. Moreover, by
them is Your servant warned and in keeping
of them there is great reward.” (Ps. 19:9-11)
Many other Scriptures talk about how God’s
mercy is found even in His judgment, and
tell us that His wrath (judgment) is but for a
moment, while His mercy endures forever.
(For example, Ps. 30:5; 78:34-38; 103:9, 14; 118; 136;
Jer. 3:12 ff; Isa. 26:20-21; 28:21-22; 54:7-8)

Much of the Gospel of Isaiah speaks of
judgment, but always with the promise of
redemption woven in. (Some good examples are
Isa. 30:25-26; 32:14-18; 33:13-24; chapters 34 and 35;
40:1-11; and many others.) “Behold My Servant,
whom I uphold; My chosen one in whom
My soul delights. I have put My spirit upon
Him; He will bring forth justice to the
nations... A bruised reed He will not break,
and a dimly burning wick He will not extin-
guish; He will faithfully bring forth justice
[judgment]. He will not be disheartened or
crushed until He has established justice in
the earth; and the coastlands will wait
expectantly [eagerly] for His law.” (Isa. 42:1-4)

Not only shall the Lord bring judgment
across the earth but, with that judgment,
counselors. A counselor is more than one
who gives advice. As noted before, the term
also includes the concept of judge-advocate
or attorney — one who represents a client
before the bar of justice to plead his cause.
Through these ruling judges who are also
counselors, the nations shall be turned to the
Lord. In the Old Testament, that was always
the primary purpose of the judges, to restore
the people’s relationship to their God.
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Bear in mind that these judges rule.
They are not kings, for they don’t rule in
their own authority, yet they do rule for the
King of kings under His authority. The time
of the judges was actually supposed to be a
true theocracy, for at the end, God said to
Samuel (Israel’s last true judge), “... they
have not rejected you, but they have rejected
Me from being King over them.” (1 Sam. 8:7)

In the age to come, we see the sons of
God ascending their thrones. “And I saw
thrones, and they sat on them, and judgment
was given to them.” (Rev. 20:4) The result of
this manifestation of the fullness of God is
glorious. “The city [the government of God]
has no need of the sun nor of the moon to
give light to it, for the splendor and radiance
of God illuminate it, and the Lamb is its
lamp. The nations shall walk by its light and
the rulers and leaders of the earth shall bring
into it their glory. And its gates shall never
be closed by day, and there shall be no night
there. They shall bring the glory — splendor
and majesty — and the honor of the nations
into it.” (Rev. 21:23-26, AMP)

Thank God! The very thought of an age
governed by the sons of God who are full of
the sevenfold Spirit of God, upon whom
rests the glorious Spirit of Counsel, leaves
me breathless. Words are totally inadequate.
Human ability to articulate the wonder of
such a thing fails completely. Our faltering
minds cannot fully grasp or appreciate the
wonder of Isaiah’s prophecy, “In the way of
Your judgments, O Lord, have we waited
for You; with my soul have I desired You in
the night; yes, with my spirit within me will
I seek You early; for when Your judgments
are in the earth, the inhabitants of the world
will learn righteousness.” (Isa. 26:8-9)
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Qualifying As Counselors

Ps. 16:7; 73:24; Prov. 12:15; 19:20-21; 20:5;
Isa. 25:1; Jer. 23:18, 22; Mat. 11:12; 28:18;
Lk. 16:16; Col. 1:13; Heb. 5:9

Christ shall reign through the sons of
God to bring the nations into reconciliation
and harmony with God in much the same
manner as the southern states were dealt
with (on a carnal level) after the rebellion of
the confederate government. The southern
states for a while were not allowed to govern
themselves by electing their own officers, for
fear they might not follow the constitutional
laws of the union. So governors, with full
power to act, were placed in control for the
purpose of reconstructing the southern state
governments and bringing them back into
harmony with the union.

Our ministry in that coming age will be
to bring all peoples and nations back into
reconciliation and harmony with the union —
God’s Kingdom, (see 2 Cor. 5:18-19) so that all
nations shall come and worship before Him,
as it is written. (Zech. 14:16 ff; Isa. 66:19 ff)

If you are among the number who know
and experience from deep within the cry, the
groaning, the travail, the insatiable desire to
see the inhabitants of the world learn right-
eousness, to behold the glory of the coming
of the Kingdom of God, then hesitate not to
count yourself as one apprehended of God,
marked out beforehand, to walk as a son of
God as a counselor in His Kingdom. Then
follow your acceptance of that divine
appointment by unreservedly consecrating
yourself to be led through the deep and vital
dealings of God to be conformed to His
image, to express nothing but His will and
glory in the earth, and to be filled with the
sevenfold Spirit of Sonship.

The Spirit of Counsel

We must first submit ourselves unto
God in the totality of our being, for none
shall dispense the counsel of the Lord except
those who have both received and obeyed it
from the heart. We must become the visible
expression of the Spirit of Counsel — that
Spirit resting upon and manifesting through
our being in a practical outworking of His
will and purpose. What the Spirit is, must
ultimately be expressed in the nitty-gritty of
even our everyday living in order for that
Spirit to be communicated to the people in
the world. They must see the counsels of the
Lord and the righteousness of our God by
our “state of being,” our life before them.

The route to becoming a counselor is to
become a visible demonstration of mercy,
forgiveness, love, joy, peace, faith, wisdom,
power and righteousness. It is to not become
vindictive or judgmental toward anyone, but
extend mercy and blessing, reconciling the
wayward back to God. It is to live in the
Spirit, walk in the Spirit, speak by the Spirit,
work by the Spirit, and display the nature
and character of God’s Spirit to man.

We cannot speak of being counselors,
kings, priests, or sons upon whom rests the
Spirit of Counsel, when our own lives and
relationships with our brethren, our families,
our neighbors, our business associates, and
even our enemies are a feuding ground of
malice, envy, anger, bitterness, peevishness,
strife, whisperings, shadiness, debate, deceit,
backbiting, evil speaking, vindictiveness and
other such manifestations of carnality. God
1s not passing out honorary degrees or titles.
He is not pinning little lapel buttons on our
coats reading “Counselor” if, in fact, in our
nature, attitudes, and relationships we are
anything but counselors!
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God is conforming sons to His image.
We speak of an anointing, which becomes
expressed as a ministry in both what we do
and in what we are. This is the high calling
of God upon our life. It is not a free gift, as
is salvation, but a prize to be won, just as the
prize is won by the winner of a race. The
apostle Paul was certainly “saved,” yet he
insisted, “I press toward the mark for the
prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus.” (Phil. 3:14) And Paul exhorted us to,
“... run in such a way that you may win... |
buffet my body and make it my slave, lest
possibly, after I have preached to others, I
myself should be disqualified.” (1 Cor. 9:24, 27)

“... the Kingdom of God is preached,
and every man presses into it.” (Lk. 16:16)
The NASB renders this, “... the gospel of the
Kingdom of God is preached, and every one
is forcing his way into it.” For over nineteen
centuries this message, this offer of God’s
Kingdom, has been doing its intended work
of calling the “elect,” the “overcomers” from
the world. During this entire age, these have
waited the Father’s time for their exaltation
to power, as His kings and priests, to rule
and to teach the nations, and thus lead them
into the blessings and life of the Kingdom.
Yet all this time, these Kingdom people
have suffered violence at the hands of Satan
within his blinded servants, the Esaus and
the Ishmaels of this world. As our Lord
affirmed, “The Kingdom of Heaven suffers
violence, and the violent take it by force.”
(Mat. 11:12) Jesus, the head of the Kingdom,
suffered even to the death. All His followers
are likewise persecuted (2 Tim. 3:12) by those
who hate the fact that we are translated out
from their powers of darkness and into the
Kingdom of God’s dear Son. (Col. 1:13)
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This submission for twenty centuries to
the violence of dominant evil has not been
because of a lack of power on the part of our
risen, ascended, glorified Lord to protect His
people. After His resurrection, He declared,
“All power is given unto Me in heaven and
in earth.” (Mat. 28:18) But the exercise of His
power is delayed for a purpose. In the
Father’s plan, there was a “due time” for the
great sacrifice for sin to be given, (Gal. 4:4)
and another “due time” for the Kingdom to
be set up in power and glory to bless all the
families of the earth. (Acts 1:7) These were
just far enough apart to permit the calling
and preparing of the “overcomers” to be
joint-heirs of the Kingdom with Christ.

The evil influences of the world and the
opposition of Satan have been permitted for
the purifying, testing, and polishing of those
“called” to be rulers, kings, priests, judges,
and counselors in the Kingdom. As with the
head, so with the body, it is God’s design
that each member shall, as a new creation,
be made perfect through suffering. “Though
He were a Son, yet learned He obedience by
the things which He suffered. Being made
perfect, He became the Author of eternal
salvation unto all that obey Him.” (Heb. 5:9)

How we act and react to the pressures
and problems of this evil time determines
whether or not the nature and character of a
counselor is being formed within each one.
Christ was not “made perfect” because He
had been fleshly or sinful. He was “made
perfect” as a Son. All of the characteristics
of sonship were perfected in Him — matured,
polished, tuned to their ultimate precision,
much like a fine musical instrument is tuned
to absolute perfection under the hand of a
master musician before he begins a concert.
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Let us open our hearts wide to these
admonitions, “You, O Lord shall guide me
with Your counsel, and afterward receive
me to glory.” (Ps. 73:24) “Counsel in the heart
of man is like deep water; but a man of
understanding will draw it out.” (Prov. 20:5)
“Hear counsel, and receive instruction, that
you may be wise in your latter end.” (Prov.
19:20) “There are many devices in a man’s
heart; nevertheless it is the counsel of the
Lord that shall stand.” (Prov. 19:21) “I will
bless the Lord, who has given me counsel.”
(Ps. 16:7) “O Lord, You are my God; I will
exalt You, I will praise Your name; for You
have done wonderful things; Your counsels
of old are faithfulness and truth.” (Isa. 25:1)

Counsel “Offered” and
“Predetermined”

Isa. 14:24, 27; 46:9-11; 46:9-10; Prov. 1:25-26, 30-31;
Lk. 7:30; Acts 2:23; 4:28; 5:38-39; 13:48; Rom. 8:29;
Heb. 6:17-18; Rev. 3:16-18

Before closing this study, I wish to share
with you, dear Reader, yet one more aspect
of the counsel of God. As I was studying the
Scriptures in which the counsel of God is
discussed, I observed that some counsel is
“offered” (for what it may be worth to the
one being counseled), but other counsel is
“determinate.” What is the difference?

“Offered counsel” has a special purpose
beyond mere counseling. It also reveals the
relationship between the counselor and the
counselee (the one being counseled). If he
acknowledges the wisdom of the counselor
by openly accepting and acting upon his
counsel, it affirms that he is pleased with the
purpose and will of the counselor. On the
other hand, if the counsel is rejected, so is
the will and purpose of the counselor.

The Spirit of Counsel

An example of this principle can be
seen in the New Testament as the counsel of
God is proclaimed through John the Baptist.
“All the people who heard Him [Jesus],
acknowledged God’s justice, being baptized
with the baptism of John, but the Pharisees
and lawyers rejected the counsel of God for
themselves, not being baptized by John.”
(Lk. 7:29-30) The fleshly pride of the Pharisees
and lawyers rebelled against the counsel of
God through John, who called upon them to
repent publicly and be baptized. They were
not “common people,” and most assuredly
they would not join that mongrel crowd of
tax collectors and sinners! They considered
themselves to be the elite of society. The
thought of public acceptance of the counsel
of God to repent and be baptized — along
with all those who were so obviously in need
of doing so — was simply “too much to ask.”

The common people, by submitting to
the counsel of God proclaimed by John,
“acknowledged God’s justice.” By their
obedience to John they declared that God
was right and righteous. But the Pharisees
and lawyers, by rejecting the counsel of God
through John, declared themselves to be the
righteous ones and not God! To reject the
counsel of the Lord is the same as rejecting
the Lord, the Counselor. It is disbelieving
His wisdom and questioning the purpose
behind His will. Thus the religious leaders
put themselves under condemnation, guilty
of blaspheming the very One they pretended
to worship! To them God says, “But you
have rejected all my counsel, and did not
want My reproof. They would not accept
My counsel... so they shall eat of the fruit of
their own way, and be satiated with their
own devices.” (Prov. 1:25-26, 30-31)
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How sad it 1s that in our day, too, the
system of religion which calls itself the
church has rejected the counsel of God. Its
ministers, bishops, overseers, and popes dare
to give counsel from their carnal minds,
from doctrines, traditions, psychology, and
everything else that they learned in their
seminaries and schools of higher learning,
but this results only in death. Yet they will
not hear or even acknowledge the prophets
of God who are attuned to the Spirit of
Counsel, that they might have life.

Two thousand years ago, the apostle
John looked down through the telescope of
divine revelation and beheld at the end of
this age a church neither hot nor cold, but
lukewarm, ready to be spewed from the
Lord’s mouth (removed from being His
“voice” in the earth). He saw how rich they
were in gold and silver, in the increase of
goods and property, in fame and prestige, in
governmental recognition and collaboration,
in traditions, rituals, pomp, and piousness,
and he heard them boast, “We have need of
nothing!” But they knew not that they were
“wretched, and miserable, and poor, and
blind, and naked.” (Rev. 3:16-18) They knew
only the counsel of this natural world, only
the wisdom of the carnal mind, so they
could neither see nor comprehend their
wretched estate from God’s perspective.

Hear now the counsel and wisdom of
God to them, “I counsel you to buy of Me
gold tried in the fire, that you may be rich;
and white raiment, that you may be clothed
and that the shame of your nakedness not
appear; and anoint your eyes with eyesalve,
that you may see.” This counsel is “offered
counsel.” What the church of this hour does
with it reveals their true state.
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“Offered counsel” may be rejected or
accepted by the counselee, for its object is to
display openly the spiritual condition of the
one to whom the counsel is offered. If the
receiver is reprobate, he will reject the divine
counsel of God. If he is apprehended by
God, he will certainly receive and do it. If he
is “saved” but of little faith, he may or may
not accept it. Either way, he will be judged
on the basis of how he responds (or does not
respond) to this offered counsel, “For we
must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may be recompensed
according to what he has done in the flesh,
whether good or evil.” (2 Cor. 5:10)

The “determinate counsel of God” is
another matter. This counsel is never offered
on a take-it-or-leave-it basis. It is guaranteed
to come to pass, precisely as planned, for it
is predetermined by a sovereign God whose
will and Word cannot fail. “Determinate
counsel” 1s immutable; it changes not. “The
counsel of the Lord stands forever, the plans
of His heart to all generations.” (Ps. 33:11)
Almighty God alone has the wisdom to will
a perfect plan “purposed within Himself.”
“Having made known unto us the mystery
of His will, according to His good pleasure
which He has purposed within Himself.”
(Eph. 1:9) Thus He who framed the ages and
i1s the architect of all creation can boldly
declare, “Surely as I have thought, so shall it
come to pass, and as I have purposed so it
will stand... I am God and there is none
other! I declare the end from the beginning,
and from ancient times things not yet done;
saying, My counsel shall stand. I will do all
My good pleasure... Truly I have spoken; I
will also bring it to pass. I have planned it;
surely I will also do it.” (Isa. 14:24; 46:9-11)
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Carnal men may take counsel together,
determined to accomplish their will, but they
are unable to guarantee the outcome. The
League of Nations was formed “to end all
wars.” How’s that working out? Too many
unforeseen things can prevent the fulfillment
of human counsel. The purposes of man,
expressing his own human will, are easily
frustrated by other men. But the purposes of
almighty God will stand. Only He is able to
bring to pass all that He has decreed in His
counsel, absolutely, perfectly, faithfully, and
completely down to the very last detail,
without the slightest possibility of mistake or
failure. Only our God possesses determinate
counsel which is immutable and eternal.

An example in the New Testament of
the importance of wise counsel is seen in the
advice given the Sanhedrin (the chief council
of Israel) concerning the testimony of the
apostles as they proclaimed Jesus to be the
Messiah. Gamaliel (a teacher of the apostle
Paul) warns them, “If this counsel be of
men, it will come to nothing; but if it be of
God, you cannot overthrow it, lest perhaps
you be found to be fighting against God!”
(Acts 5:38-39) Gamaliel was a wise old rabbi.
He knew that if human counsel is contrary
to divine counsel, it will surely fail. On the
other hand, if the counsel preached by Jesus’
followers was given by God, it would surely
stand, for such counsel is determinate. It is
fully guaranteed to come to pass.

On the day of Pentecost, Peter declared
with boldness that the reason the Jews had
succeeded in murdering Jesus was that their
will and purpose expressed by their own
counsel, fulfilled the will and purpose and
counsel of God Himself. Thus Peter could
say of Jesus, “Him being delivered by the
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determinate counsel and foreknowledge of
God, you have taken, and by evil hands
have slain.” (Acts 2:23) The disciples declared
in prayer that the self-will of Herod, Pontius
Pilate, the Gentiles, and the men of Israel,
all acting in one accord against Jesus, were
gathered together “to do whatever Your
[God’s] hand and Your counsel determined
before to be done.” (Acts 4:28) The purpose of
those who slew Jesus was to get rid of a
“troublemaker” who was disrupting their
religious order. Yet, as they thought and
executed this evil against the Lord’s
Anointed, they unknowingly fulfilled God’s
own purpose to redeem the world “by the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb slain,
without spot and without blemish.” Now,
that 1s “determinate council!”

The overcoming sons of God are the
“heirs of God and joint-heirs with Christ,”
whose salvation and ultimate perfection is
based upon God’s ordained and determinate
counsel. (Acts 13:48; Eph. 1:4-5, 11) This should
encourage any who may still be struggling to
discover their place in Christ. The counsel of
God our Father is fixed and can never be
altered or hindered by the enemy. “Wherein
God, willing more abundantly to show unto
the heirs of promise [saints] the immutability
[unchangeability] of His counsel, confirmed
it by an oath, that by two immutable things,
in which it was impossible for God to lie, we
might have a strong consolation [encourage-
ment], who have fled for refuge to lay hold
upon the hope set before us; which hope we
have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and
steadfast, and which enters within the veil;
whither the forerunner is for us entered,
even Jesus, made a high priest forever after
the order of Melchizedek.” (Heb. 6:17-20)
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I have unquenchable hope that I shall
one day stand upon Zion’s holy hill among a
glorious band of God’s overcoming sons.
“For whom He did foreknow, He also did
predestine to be conformed to the image of
His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren... what shall we then
say to these things? If God be for us, who
can be against us?” (Rom. 8:29, 31) My heart is
overwhelmed with desire to see God’s pur-
poses fulfilled in His elect sons in this hour,
and to behold the majesty of the Kingdom of
God as it comes in power and glory through
His “vessels of mercy, which He had afore
prepared unto glory.” (Rom. 9:23)

I admit that I see myself as falling far
short of that image of the beloved Son, as
Paul also confessed that he did not count
himself as having apprehended. (Phil. 3:13)
The perfection of the body of Christ, the
glory that shall follow, a glory so transcend-
ing that it shall reconcile the entire world
back to God, seems so remote at times, even
though the sure Word of the Lord has been
firmly established in our hearts. As some
ignorantly misjudge the wisdom or skill of a
famous architect by his unfinished work, so
also in their ignorance, some misjudge God
by His unfinished work. But when the rough
scaffolding of carnality and evil (which God
permits for the processing of His sons and
instruction of mankind) has been removed
and the rubbish destroyed, God’s finished
work will universally declare His infinite
wisdom and power, and His plans will be
seen to be in harmony with His glorious
character. “God was in Christ reconciling
the world to Himself... He has committed to
us the word of reconciliation; therefore, we
are ambassadors for Christ.” (2 Cor. 5:19-20)
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Since God tells us that He definitely
has a fixed purpose, His plan of the ages,
and that His purpose shall be accomplished,
it behooves us, as His children, to inquire
diligently what His plans are, that we may
be found in harmony with them. Notice how
emphatically the Lord declares the firmness
of His purpose, “I, even I, am the Lord, and
there is no savior besides Me... I am God,
even from eternity I am He, and there are
none who can deliver out of My hand. I act,
and who can reverse it? ... The people whom
I formed for Myself will declare My praise.”
(Isa. 43:11, 13, 21) “... like clay in the potter’s
hand, so are you in My hand, O house of
Israel.” (Jer. 18:6) However haphazard or
mysterious God’s dealings with men may
appear, those who believe the declaration of
His word must accept that His original and
unalterable plan has always been and still is
progressing systematically to completion.

Those groping blindly in darkness and
ignorance will have to await the fulfillment
of God’s plan before they will realize the
glorious character of the Divine Architect.
But it is the privilege of the Spirit-led child of
God to see it by faith and by the light of the
revelations God has given. Only the saint
can understand and appreciate the otherwise
mysterious dealings of God. As sons of God,
heirs of a promised inheritance, we separate
ourselves from every system of man, from
all works of the flesh, to consecrate ourselves
wholly and unreservedly to the counsel of
God by the fullness of His Spirit of Council,
thus making ourselves available for His use
as ambassadors for God in these last days.
By His bountiful grace and divine enable-
ment, we shall apprehend that for which we
are also apprehended of Christ Jesus.
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Chapter 9 — The Spirit of Might

Introduction

“These things says He who has the
seven Spirits of God.” (Rev. 3:1)

“And the Spirit of the Lord [Jehovah]
shall rest upon Him, the Spirit of Wisdom
and Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel
and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and of
the Fear of the Lord [Jehovah].” (Isa. 11:2)

The fifth Spirit of Sonship is the Spirit
of Might. The kingdoms of this present evil
world flex all their economic and military
muscles, arrogantly displaying their power
and might. The might of the nations is seen
in the building and equipping of immense
armies and powerful navies, the invention of
new and awesome instruments of war, mass
production of powerful explosives including
now the atomic bomb, development of the
frightening neutron bomb, the stationing of
hundreds of multi-warhead missiles and spy
satellites all over the earth, and “defense”
budgets totaling untold billions of dollars
annually, draining natural resources in every
land for military purposes. One can hear the
mutterings of the angry nations as they all
stand armed to the teeth, scowling upon one
another, assembling daily in the halls of the
misnamed “United Nations” to blast one
another with their political rhetoric. These
are all examples of this present evil world’s
distorted and grotesque concept of what
constitutes might. They cry, “Peace, peace!”
but there is no peace. And there will never
be peace if it 1s up to the efforts of man.

The Spirit of Might

Do not forget for even a moment, dear
friend: God 1s in control of all these things!
Do not think for one second that anything
upon this planet is out of God’s control or
that Satan is winning the victory, for Satan
has no power at all except that which God
gives him. “For there is no power but of
God; the powers that be are ordained of
God.” (Rom. 13:1)

The words of Daniel, penned nearly
twenty-six centuries ago, stand confirmed
and irrefutable upon the pages of history,
“Blessed be the name of God forever and
ever; for wisdom and might are His, and He
changes the times and the seasons; He
removes kings and sets up kings; He reveals
the deep and hidden things; He knows what
is in the darkness, and the light [truth]
dwells with Him.” (Dan. 2:20-22) The hope of
God’s people was beautifully expressed by
King Jehoshaphat when, besieged by his
enemies, he prayed, “O Lord God of our
fathers, are not You God in heaven? And
the God who rules over all the kingdoms of
the heathen? And in Your hand is there not
power and might, so that none is able to
withstand You? O our God, will You not
judge them? For we have no might against
this great company that comes against us;
neither know we what to do; but our eyes
are upon You.” (2 Chron. 20:6, 12)

Let all men know that power and might
belong unto the Lord. “Behold the nations
are like a drop in a bucket, and are counted
as the small dust on the scales; behold He
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takes up the isles like a very little thing. All
the nations are as nothing before Him; they
are regarded by Him as less than nothing,
and emptiness. It is God who sits above the
circle of the earth, and its inhabitants appear
as grasshoppers; it is He who stretches out
the heavens like curtains and spreads them
out like a tent to dwell in; who brings
dignitaries to nothing; who makes the judges
and rulers of the earth as chaos — Yes, these
men are scarcely planted... when the Lord
blows upon them and they wither, and the
whirlwind or tempest takes them away like
stubble. “To whom then will you liken Me,
that I should be equal to him?’ says the Holy
One.” (Isa. 40:15, 17, 22-25, AMP)

While the nations rattle their swords,
vainly boasting of their powerful weapons,
God is secretly preparing His sons of might,
the many-membered Son, head and body,
upon whom rests the Spirit of God’s might.
Even now, the stone is being cut out from
the mountain without noise and without
hands to smite the earthen feet of the image
man has built (Dan. 2:34), that the kingdoms
of this world may become the Kingdom of
our Lord and of His mighty Christ, His
many-membered son, and He shall reign
forever and ever! (Rev. 11:15) Hallelujah!

The glorious age now dawning will
know the glory of the Spirit of Might as He
manifests through God’s holy anointed sons.
At long last, the world will know the wonder
of true authority and might, with wisdom,
counsel, and understanding. He judges with
righteousness. He smites the earth with the
rod of His mouth, and with the breath of His
lips He slays the wicked. Every yoke, every
bondage is being destroyed, for all power in
heaven and earth is given unto Him.
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The nations shall be ruled by the Spirit
of Might, irresistible might, until righteous
order is established in the hearts of the men
of every nation under heaven. Every knee
shall bow and every tongue shall confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord to the glory of God
the Father (Phil 2:10-11) as the sons of God
administer the power and glory of God’s
Kingdom wupon the earth. This work of
bringing the Kingdom of God to pass in the
whole earth belongs to the sons of God, as it
1s written, “And he who overcomes, and
keeps My works unto the end, to him will I
give power over the nations; and he shall
rule them with a rod of iron; as the vessels of
a potter shall they be broken to shivers
[brought into total submission] even as I
received of My Father. He who overcomes
shall inherit all things; and I will be his God,
and he shall be My son.” (Rev. 2:26-27; 21:7)

This smiting and breaking by the rod of
iron will be the authority of God’s Word 1n
the mouths of His kings and priests saying to
babbling, clamoring, self-assertive humanity,
“Be still, and know that I am God. I will be
exalted among the peoples, I will be exalted
in the earth.” (Ps. 46:10) This is the work of
“laying justice to the plumb line and right-
eousness to the level” (Isa. 28:17) in all the
affairs of each individual of Adam’s race, all
of whom will be “taught of God” through
Christ (head and body), the great Prophet,
King, and Priest: Prophet declaring God’s
will; King ruling in authority, power, and
might; and Priest as counselor or mediator
who, having redeemed, is now the people’s
advocate, reconciling them unto God. Praise
God, this work has begun in those sons who
have opened up their hearts to receive the
fullness of God’s seven-fold Spirit.
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Reigning with Christ
Gen. 1:26; Isa. 11:2; Ps. 8:3-9; Mat. 4:17; 7:29; 12:28;
Jn. 14:10; Acts 10:38; Rom. 8:19-21; 2 Tim. 2:12;
Heb. 2:6-9; Rev. 5:9-10; 20:4, 6

Of the seven Spirits of Sonship, the
“Spirit of Might” is the one most closely
connected to God’s sons reigning with Him.
“If we endure, we shall also reign with
Him.” (2 Tim. 2:12) “You were slain, and you
have redeemed us to God by Your blood...
and have made us kings and priests unto our
God, and we shall reign on the earth.” (Rev.
5:9-10) “And I saw thrones, and they sat
upon them, and judgment was given unto
them... and they lived and reigned with
Christ a thousand years.” (Rev. 20:4)

Simply speaking, to reign with Christ
means to exercise the authority of Christ — to
rule all things and in particular to deal with
all His enemies from His perspective, by His
sevenfold Spirit within us. God, from the
beginning, had a two-fold desire and intent
for man. Firstly, God purposed for man to
possess His image that man might express
His nature and character to the universe.
Secondly, God planned for man to represent
Him with His authority and might, to take
dominion and rule over all creation.

In creating man, God ordained his
dominion. It was never His intent that man
should be subservient to angels or devils, or
even to material circumstances or elements
of earth. Man was created to have dominion
over all the works of God’s hands. (Ps. 8:3-9;
Heb. 2:6-9) God said, “Let us make man in
our image.” (Gen. 1:26) Therefore, when God
created man, on the one hand, He created
him in His own image and likeness that man
might be like Him in nature and wisdom,
and on the other hand, God gave to man
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“... dominion over the fish of the sea, and
over the birds of the heavens, and over the
cattle, and over all the earth, and over every
creeping thing [including even the ancient
serpent, Satan] that creeps upon the earth.”
(Gen. 1:26) God gave man authority that he
might reign for Him over the earth. Thus,
the two ingredients in God’s original intent
for man were for man to share God’s nature
and exercise God’s authority.

Even after Adam’s fall, many instances
are recorded in the Old Testament of men
reigning for God. Genesis tells how Noah,
being warned of God of things not yet seen,
moved with fear, and prepared an ark to the
saving of his house, by which he condemned
(judged) the world and brought in a new era.
(Heb. 11:7) Then in Exodus, Moses triumphed
over Pharaoh and led two million Israelites
out of Egyptian slavery to become a nation
of God’s people. All the fearful signs and
wonders wrought in Egypt by his hand, the
parting of the Red Sea, and all the mighty
miracles in the wilderness were acts of
Moses’ reigning for God. The book of
Joshua records how Joshua, in the last hours
of the critical battle at Gideon, commanded
the sun and the moon to stand still and the
very constellations of the heavens hearkened
to the voice of a man and were stayed in
their orbits at his word. All the great exploits
in the conquest of the land of Canaan are
examples of Joshua reigning for God. Eljjah
reigned by closing up the heavens to stop the
rain for three and a half years. Then he
prayed, and the heaven gave rain, and the
earth brought forth her fruit. And what shall
I say more? Space fails us to tell of Gideon,
and of Barak, and of Samson, and Jephthah,
and David, and Samuel and the prophets,
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who by faith subdued kingdoms, obtained
promises, administered justice, closed lion’s
mouths, extinguished the power of raging
fire, escaped the sword, out of frailty and
weakness were made strong, even mighty
and irresistible, putting to flight alien hosts.
(from Heb. 11:32-34) All these glorious stories
show us that through the ages, as long as
there are men willing to come into union
with God and His plans and purposes, God
grants them authority that all things might
come under His dominion through them.

This matter is even more evident in the
New Testament, for it is in the person of
Jesus Christ, the last Adam, the Son of God,
that all God’s purposes in man are summed
up. When Jesus began His ministry as the
Son of God He declared, “Repent; for the
Kingdom of Heaven is at hand.” (Mat. 4:17)
The strong implication here was that the
kingdom of earth, the kingdom of Satan,
wherein Satan ruled, held sway; but now the
Kingdom of Heaven, the Kingdom of God,
had come upon this earth to take over. In
essence Jesus was saying, “Repent, for I am
come to set you free from Satan’s kingdom
and to invite you into My Kingdom, which
1s the Kingdom of Heaven.”

Peter witnessed of Jesus’ ministry,
“How God anointed and consecrated Jesus
of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
strength and ability and power;, how He
went about doing good and curing all that
were harassed and oppressed by the power
of the devil, for God was with Him.” (Acts
10:38, AMP) Even in the flesh, before His
ascension and glorification, Jesus reigned.
He said, “If I cast out devils by the Spirit of
God, then the Kingdom [reign] of God is
come unto you.” (Mat. 12:28)
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Every aspect of the dominion delivered
to Adam was demonstrated in Jesus in His
sojourn upon earth. He manifested control
over the animal kingdom, the beasts, the
birds, the fish; over the human family, the
rich, the poor, the learned and unlearned;
over the elements of nature, the sea, the
wind and rain; over trees and the vegetable
kingdom; and over the spirit realm that was
related to man, the angels, the devils, Satan
himself, and the human mind. Furthermore,
He “taught as one having authority, and not
as the scribes.” (Mat. 7:29)

Jesus came as the pattern Son, as the
model manifestation of what the Kingdom
1s, how the Kingdom operates, and how the
Kingdom shall subdue all things upon earth.
Into just such dominion as this, a company
of God’s sons are destined to rise. (Jn. 14:12)
Intermittent demonstrations of it are already
being seen in the lives of some; however, the
fullness of the new dominion is yet to be
realized. We will know it in “due time.”

In the Old Testament, before the Holy
Spirit was given as an indwelling life, men
reigned for God — on His behalf. In Jesus we
have a higher dimension of reigning — God
reigning through man. “And the Spirit of
Jehovah shall rest upon Him... the Spirit of
Counsel and Might.” (Isa. 11:2) “Believe you
not that I am in the Father, and the Father
in Me? The words that I speak unto you I
speak not of Myself; but the Father who
dwells in Me, He does His works.” (Jn. 14:10)
It is one thing for man to reign for God, as
“borrowing” His authority and power. But it
1s quite another for God Himself to reign
through man. God’s one intention is that He
may gain man for Himself, so that He may
reign over the universe — through mankind.
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This was God’s stated purpose when
He created man. (Gen. 1:26) Even more, this
was God’s intention in redeeming man.
“For if by one man’s offence death reigned
by one; much more they which receive
abundance of grace and of the gift of right-
eousness shall reign in life by one, Jesus
Christ.” (Rom. 5:17) “And they sang a new
song, saying... You have redeemed us to
God... and have made us kings and priests
unto our God; and we shall reign on the
earth.” (Rev. 5:9-10)

Therefore, from the point of view of
authority, reigning is the final goal of God’s
salvation. It is the summit of our spiritual
experience. If God does not so fully and
completely save and transform us to the
extent that He can reign through us, then
His salvation cannot be considered fully
accomplished. Although this reality of reign-
ing with and in Christ will not be completely
realized until the time of the manifestation
of the sons of God, when the Spirit of Might
shall rest fully upon the house of sons, yet,
today it must have its beginning within us in
the “first fruits of the Spirit” already given us
of God. As for us, if God is not establishing
within us His victorious reign, if we have
not yet reached the point of reigning in life
by one, Jesus Christ, then we know nothing
yet as we ought to know of what it means to
be a son of God.

Those apprehended ones with whom
the Father is dealing in this hour are not
only finding forgiveness for sin and a filling
with the Holy Spirit, but also their flesh
nature is being put to death, they are over-
coming the world, they are achieving real
victory in their everyday life circumstances,
and they are learning to experientially
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appropriate their joint-seating with Christ in
the heavenly realms, far above all worldly
principalities, power, might, and dominion.
They are learning to daily reign with Christ
in all things, whether in the ministry of the
Spirit, affairs at home, in business, or in any
encounter in their environment — they can
reign and rule over all that God sets before
them. There is no discouragement, defeat, or
despair to those who learn to reign! There
must be such a people gained by God in
redemption, that through them the authority
of God can be executed and the Kingdom of
God can come upon the earth.

Today, although the Kingdom has not
yet completely come to pass upon this earth,
although God has not yet gained a sphere
wherein He can exercise His authority in a
full way, and although His glory has not yet
been made fully manifest, nevertheless, there
is a small place, a small sphere where there
exists the condition of God’s partial reign,
which thereby manifests a portion of God’s
glory. Can you guess where that is?

It is the body of Christ, the saints of the
Kingdom. Today the Spirit-filled and Spirit-
led members of the body of Christ are the
expression of God’s reigning here on earth.
What God desires today is to perfect and
expand His reigning sphere over, within,
and through His saints. It is through the
body of Jesus Christ that God will bind
Satan and destroy his power. It is through
the body of Christ that life and blessing shall
be ministered so that all the families of the
earth shall be blessed. Thus, His name will
be honored, His Kingdom established, and
His glorious will done in the whole earth.
This 1s the commission of God’s sons. This
1s the final purpose of our redemption.

121



The Power of the Kingdom
Isa. 2:4; Mat. 4:17; 1 Cor. 15:28; 2 Cor. 10:3-5; Eph. 6:10

The Spirit of Might which shall rest
upon God’s sons is not the same kind of
might known by the people of this world. It
i1s not the might of force, marching armies,
clanging swords, tanks and bombs, laws,
militias, or policemen, for all these exist
only in the fleshly realm of carnal might.
God’s might is not carnal. It is spiritual.
Many of God’s precious saints are no further
advanced in their understanding than were
the fleshly-minded Jews of old — still viewing
the Kingdom with carnal eyes, expecting to
sit upon literal thrones with political power.
But the power of the Kingdom of God is not
political, military, police, or legal power.
“For though we walk in the flesh, we are not
carrying on our warfare according to the
flesh and using mere human weapons. For
the weapons of our warfare are not physical
... but they are mighty before God for the
overthrow and destruction of strongholds,
inasmuch as we refute... reasonings and
every proud and lofty thing that sets itself up
against the knowledge of God; and we lead
every thought and purpose away captive
into the obedience of Christ.” (2 Cor. 10:3-5,
AMP)

If our eyes are open by the Spirit of
God, we will see that the nature of all our
work in the Kingdom of God is spiritual.
The power of the Kingdom is spiritual. The
work of the Kingdom is to deliver the world
of humanity from the power of sin and the
flesh and the devil. It is the work of rescuing
men out of the power of Satan and driving
out the satanic power of darkness from
within men, that they may be reconciled
unto God. It is the work of imparting unto
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all men the very life and Spirit of Jehovah,
that we all may be restored more and more
in a living relationship with God until He
truly becomes “all in all” — as the Amplified
Bible so beautifully renders it, “that God
may be... everything to everyone, supreme,
the indwelling factor of life.” (1 Cor. 15:28)

Men must not be forced to obey God,
for that will never bring God’s glory into
man. Force breeds contempt and rebellion,
not life and peace. Men need to have their
minds changed, their hearts transformed and
their spirits quickened. This is why Jesus at
the beginning of His ministry exhorted men
to “repent.” (Mat. 4:17) Repent means “take a
new mind.” When the sons of God arise in
the earth their message will also be “Repent!
for the Kingdom of God is at hand.”

Soon, thank God, the nations shall
repent! “And He [Christ, head and body]
shall judge among the nations, and shall
rebuke many people; and they shall beat
their swords into plowshares, and their
spears into pruning hooks; nation shall not
lift up sword against nation, neither shall
they learn war anymore.” (Isa. 2:4) The
nations of this earth shall indeed “take a
new mind” to walk in the light of the Lord.
Thus God’s name shall be sanctified in men,
His will shall be done in men, and thereby
His glory shall be manifested through men.

The nature of the work of the Kingdom
is spiritual. The weapons of the overcoming
sons of God shall not be the carnal weapons
of political power or police action but spirit
weapons which are mighty through God.
They shall reign in the Spirit of Might, the
omnipotent, invincible power of His might.
“Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord,
and in the power of His might.” (Eph. 6:10)
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The Pleroma of God
Isa. 9:6; Ps. 82:1; 110:1; Jn. 15:1-14;

Eph. 1:19-23; 3:14, 16-21; Col. 1:19; 2:9-10

The Spirit of Might which belongs to
the sons of God is the Spirit of Jesus, for He
upon whom the sevenfold Spirit first rested
1s also called the Mighty God. (Isa. 9:6) It is
only “in Him” that one can become mighty.
There is a glorious company of people who,
along with Jesus the Mighty God, are
termed “the mighty.” Asaph, a leader of
worship in Israel, wrote of this company in
Psalm 82:1, “God stands in the congregation
of the mighty; He judges among the rulers.”
This company of “the mighty” in whose
midst God stands, is none else but those
who are “in Christ” who is “the Mighty
God” and are thus “strong in the Lord and
in the power of His might.” (Eph. 6:10)

We want to take a closer look at this
term “in Christ.” We meet this phrase often
in Paul’s epistles. If “Christ in you” is the
hope of glory, as the Scripture says (Col. 1:27),
then you in Christ must surely be the glory
for which you have hoped. Three times
Jesus insisted, “Abide in Me, and I in you,”
“He who abides in Me, and I in him, he
bears much fruit,” “If you abide in Me, and
My words abide in you, ask whatever you
wish and it shall be done for you.” (Jn. 15:4-7)

In Christ! Think of the glory of such a
thing! “God was in Christ...” (2 Cor. 5:19)
And now — mystery of mysteries — He is
saying that we, His people, are also in Christ.

“If any man be in Christ, he is a new
creation.” (2 Cor. 5:17) Certainly he must be a
new creation, for he has entered that realm
where God dwells. No longer is he of the
earth, earthy, but one Spirit with God in
heaven. Jesus’ greatest recorded prayer was,
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“that they may all be one, even as You,
Father, are in Me and I in You, that they
also may be in Us... I in them, and You in
Me, that they may be perfected in unity.”
(Jn. 17:23) This oneness is not unity of creed,
doctrine, organization, or denomination as
the man-made church systems would have
us think, but rather it is individual members
baptized into one body, the body of Christ.

In context with “in Christ,” the apostle
Paul sometimes adds the word “fullness.”
“And gave Him to be head over all things to
the church, which is His body, the fullness
of Him who fills all in all. ... to know the
love of Christ which surpasses knowledge,
that you might be filled with all the fullness
of God. ... til we all attain to the unity of the
faith and of the knowledge of the Son of
God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure
of the stature of the fullness of Christ. For it
was the Father’s good pleasure that all full-
ness should dwell in Him [Christ]... for in
Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily. And you are complete [full] in Him.”
(Eph. 1:22-23; 3:19; 4:13; Col. 1:19; 2:9-10)

In the above verses the word “fullness”
is translated from the Greek word pleroma.
Pleroma 1s a term used by philosophy, and
borrowed by Paul from philosophic authors.
They claimed to know the secret of some-
thing that filled up all human deficiency — a
reservoir of knowledge and power. Pleroma
is from the root pleroo which means “to fill,
make complete or perfect; cram; level up;
finish.” Philosophic teachers thought of the
pleroma fullness as the sum total of all the
divine powers and attributes. These were
parceled out through the gods, angels,
prophets, teachers, and so on, all of whom
were instruments in the revelation of God’s
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will and power, individual manifestations of
the pleroma (fullness). These mediatorial
beings were considered to contain some of
the influence of the pleroma, a measure of
the fullness, but none could contain it all, for
the pleroma was the sum total of all divine
power and attributes. When the pleroma
was distributed through the various lesser
beings it was diluted, changed, and darkened
by foreign (earthly) admixture. These lesser
beings were only partial and blurred images,
merely deceptive caricatures of the original —
feeble flickers of the great central light, God.

Paul claims that the true pleroma is
found in Christ! As the Son of God, He has
the Godhead in Him in full measure and
running over! “For it has pleased the Father
that all the divine fullness — the sum total of
the divine perfection, powers, and attributes
— should dwell in Him [Jesus] permanently.
For in Him the whole fullness of Diety
continues to dwell in bodily form, giving
complete expression to the divine nature.”
(Col. 1:19; 2:9, AMP)

This leads to another most wonderful
and enlightening declaration. Hear it! “And
He has appointed Him [Jesus] the universal
and supreme head of the church, which is
His body, the fullness of Him who fills all in
all — for in that body lives the full measure of
Him who makes everything complete... and
you are in Him, made full...” (Eph. 1:22-23;
Col. 2:10, AMP) In Christ, you too are filled
with the Godhead! The true pleroma, all the
fullness of God, dwells permanently in
Christ Jesus, so if we are in Him, all that
divine pleroma becomes ours. All perfection
found in God — His power, wisdom, love,
knowledge, holiness, and so on — fills us too,
to the full measure of our capacity.
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The King James version says, “For in
Him dwells all the fullness of the godhead
bodily... and you are complete in Him.”
The word “complete” in the Greek is pleroo
which is the root form of pleroma. Thus,
Paul is saying that Christ Jesus is full of the
Godhead, and in Him we are made full to
the very same measure. The Greek text does
not say “You are made full in Him,” but
“You are in Him, made full.” In Him dwells
the fullness, and the same fullness dwells in
us as we dwell in Him! This is beyond finite
perception. To the natural mind such truth
sounds silly, yet the Holy Spirit will reveal
its depths to those who ask Him.

There simply are no words that can
adequately translate such a conception into
the human language or convey it to human
minds. It is fathomless in its depths and lofty
beyond the highest eminence, far beyond the
scope of the natural mind. The fullness of
God in us as we dwell in Christ is the same
essential idea as that which seeks expression
in the greatest parable spoken by our Lord:
the vine and the branches. (Jn. 15:1-14)

In that passage, seven words form the
salient points of thought: vine, branch, fruit,
abide, ask, love, and joy. The key word of
the seven is abide, the key lesson is absolute
and perpetual dependence on the one hand,
and perfect, perpetual fullness on the other,
and the key result is fruit. Remember that in
the vine dwells all vegetable fullness — all the
fullness of soil and sap of life and strength —
and that the branch abides in the vine that it
may be filled with all the fullness of the vine!
Branch life, like limb life in the physical
body, does not, cannot, exist independently.
The child may outgrow the mother’s care,
and turn around and support and nourish
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the parent; but the branch can never out-
grow its dependence, nor can the limb ever
become independent of the body. The same
in nature and nurture, in root and soil and
sap, in life and growth, the very leaves,
blooms, and fruit of the branch are all just
leaves, blooms, and fruit of the vine. It is the
full life of the vine, pushing its way through
the branch’s channels, that exhibits itself in
every new twig, bud, flower, and grape; and,
as the grapes round into luscious fullness, it
is the vine which imparts its own fullness in
the juice, color, and perfection of the cluster.

Thus, the sons abide in the Son, as
branches of the vine. Their asking becomes
Christ’s asking; their love and joy are in fact
Christ’s love and joy; their holiness is
Christ’s holiness; their strength and might
are His strength and might, as the “company
of the mighty” find their fullness in Him
who is the Mighty God.

What the parable of the vine and
branches hides in symbolism, Paul’s epistles
unfold by the Spirit of Revelation. In Christ
dwells the fullness of the Godhead bodily,
and we in Him are filled to the fullest of the
same pleroma of God. The very thought is
inexpressible — “exceeding abundantly above
all that we ask or think.” (Eph. 3:30) Only the
mind of Christ within can search it out.

Paul certainly had the realization of
such an incomprehensible fullness in mind
when he wrote to the Ephesians, “May He
grant you out of the rich treasury of His
glory... that you may be filled through all
your being unto all the fullness of God — that
1s, may have the richest measure of the
divine Presence, and become a body wholly
filled and flooded with God Himself.” (Eph.
3:16, 19, AMP)
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The King James version reads, “That
you might be filled with all the fullness of
God.” A better translation from the original
(as you see above in the Amplified Bible) is,
“That you may be filled unto all the fullness
of God.” This speaks of eternal increase into
the unfathomable and inexhaustible!

It has been my privilege over the past
few years to stand at various times on the
Pacific Coast and look out over the broad
expanse of the largest ocean on this planet.
The glorious stretches of shore, sky, and sea
are wonderful. Imagination thrills as I face
the immensity of the seemingly infinite vista,
making me feel very small. Now, suppose I
were to take a pint jar to the edge of the
water, lean down, and allow the ocean to
run into the jar? It will take just one gesture
to fill that jar with Pacific Ocean. But how
could I fill that jar unto all the fullness of the
Pacific Ocean? If I carry my bottle back to
Texas, to someone who has never looked on
the ocean, and tell him that he can now
understand the ocean because I have it in
my little bottle, he will not see what the
ocean really is. All he will see is a pint of
seawater. There will be none of the mighty
sweep of distance, none of the power of the
swelling waves, and none of the wonders of
its depths. I cannot hold in one bottle the
frothy breakers or the vast reaches of the sea!

Such a sampling, seawater in a jar,
might be the comprehension of the verse,
“filled with all the fullness of God” if it were
rendered, merely, that God purposes to fill
us with His fullness. But that is not pleroma,
“the sum total of all the divine powers and
attributes.” God does not want to make us
tiny samples of Diety, so that we each hold
impotent “pints” of His great power.
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To understand the meaning of pleroma,
we must put the entire ocean into the bottle!
Then, and only then, could we understand
what God purposes to reveal in, upon, and
through that glorious company of sons who
come into His very own image, likeness, and
dominion. Yes, like the pint jar, our capacity
is small. But He purposes to continue to
enlarge our capacities forever and ever. We
are to be filled unto all the fullness of God!

And lest there be some fearful saints
who still think the measure of our heritage
must be confined within certain limits, God
tells us exactly what those limitations are,
“... what is the exceeding greatness of his
power toward us who believe, according to
the working of His mighty power, which He
wrought in Christ when He raised Him from
the dead and set Him at His own right hand
in heavenly places, far above all principality,
and power, and might, and dominion, and
every name that is named, not only in this
age but also in the age to come.” (Eph. 1:19-21)

This is the measure of the power that is
available to the saints. Not merely the power
that Moses exercised in Egypt or at the Red
Sea; not the power that Joshua had when he
commanded the sun and moon to stand still;
not the power Elijah exercised when he
locked up the heavens for three and a half
years; not the power that Elisha wielded
when he caused the iron to swim, the waters
to be healed, the hungry to be fed, or the
dead to be raised; not the power that Daniel
had in the lion’s den, or Shadrach, Meshach
and Abednego had in the fiery furnace; and
not even the power that Jesus held at His
command in His earthly ministry, when He
healed the sick, cast out devils, walked on
the sea, and raised the dead from corruption.
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No. The power available to the saints is
the “working of His mighty power which He
wrought in Christ, when He raised Him
from the dead and set Him at His own right
hand in the heavenly places...” And still we
could go on, for Paul continues to enlarge
upon the immensity of this power which
Christ exercises through us, His church:
power and authority over all principalities
and powers, both in this age and in the next,
even power to put all things under His feet,
for He is the head, and we are His body.

Oh the immensity of these words! And
what is more, Christ (the head) will remain
at God’s right hand until His overcomers
(His body) shall arise to conquer all of God’s
enemies. “The Lord [God] said unto my
Lord [Christ], ‘Sit at My right hand, until I
make all Your enemies Your footstool.”” (Ps.
110:1) “But He, having offered one offering
for sins for all time, sat down at the right
hand of God, waiting from that time onward
until His enemies be made a footstool for
His feet.” (Heb. 10:12-13) The vast majority of
Christians are still looking for a rapture any
moment, when Jesus is supposed to come to
snatch away a miserable, divided, defeated,
disease-ridden, lukewarm Laodicean church.
But God says Christ is going to remain at
His right hand until He (by His seven-fold
Spirit in His saints) brings all enemies into
subjection under His feet. “And the God of
peace shall crush Satan under your feet
shortly.” (Rom. 16:20) His enemies include
even that “last enemy,” death. (1 Cor. 15:25-26)
A group of overcomers will arise who shall
conquer and become absolutely victorious
over all the opposing forces of the world, the
flesh, and the devil — before this age of sin
draws to a close. (Rev. 2:7, 11, 17, 26; 3:5, 12, 27)
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The Condition for Power
Ps. 62:11; Mat. 6:13; Lk. 2:52; Acts 5:32;
Rom. 8:14; Eph. 1:17; 3:16;

Within God’s inexhaustible fullness is
His Spirit of Might. One of the burning
concerns within my own heart is that God’s
people understand that fullness is not found
in the gift-realm of the New Testament
church. A “gift” is merely a fragment, a
measure, given by the Spirit. In the “in-part”
realm of the gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor. 12-14),
the power and wisdom of God is diluted —
the body members are only partial and
blurred images of the original pattern Son,
dim lights of Him who is the true light.

This, dear friend, is not the ultimate,
even for this present age. The cry in the
hearts of God’s apprehended ones in this
hour is not just for another revival, another
miracle, or another gift of the Spirit, but for
the fullness of God! The fullness of which
we speak is the seven Spirits of God.

I am sure that among the fifty-thousand
believers in Ephesus, many had received the
“gift” of the “word of wisdom.” And yet
Paul asked for the Ephesians that the Father
would give them “the Spirit of Wisdom.”
(Eph. 1:17) The “gift” of a “word of wisdom”
was given “by” the Spirit, but these believers
needed to transcend the gift and receive the
fullness of the Spirit of Wisdom who had
given them the gift.

In like manner, we cannot be wrong in
praying specifically for the “Spirit of Might”
and any other of the seven Spirits of God.
Better yet, let us use another prayer of Paul
(Eph. 3:16) and plead that He would “grant
unto us to be mightily strengthened by His
Spirit.” Let all who aspire to be sons of God
take this prayer to dwell deep within them.
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It is in bowing our knees and waiting
on God, that from Himself will come what
we ask, be it the Spirit of Might or the might
of His Spirit. The Spirit 1s never anything
separate from God; in all His working, He is
still God Himself who is the mighty One
working in us, growing us, and manifesting
Himself through us. Our incapacity and
weakness does not diminish His fullness.

Make no mistake about the condition
necessary for receiving the Spirit of Might.
He who would command nature must first,
most absolutely, obey her. He who drives a
car must first subject himself to the laws and
principles by which it functions. It is such an
easy thing to ask for power, even the power
of the Spirit. Who would not be glad to have
power? Many pray earnestly for power in
and upon their work, their witnessing, their
programs, their plans, their methods, efforts,
and so on. But they receive it not, simply
because they do not accept the only posture
in which the Spirit of Power can work. We
want to get possession of the power and use
it! But God’s order i1s always backwards to
natural wisdom. God intends for the power
to get possession of us and use us! If we give
up ourselves to the power to rule in us, the
power will then give itself to us, to rule
through us. Unconditional submission and
obedience to the power in our inner life is
the one condition of being clothed with it.

“Power belongs unto God” (Ps. 62:11),
says the Lord, and remains His forever.
“Thine is the power,” Jesus taught us to
pray in the sonship prayer. (Mat. 6:13) The
Scripture 1s plain that God gives the Spirit
“to them that obey Him.” (Acts 5:32) This
means that the Holy Spirit is given only to
the measure that we learn to obey the Spirit.
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If our measure of the Spirit is little, then it
follows that the working of obedience in our
lives is correspondingly little. To me there is
no more important principle than this for a
son of God to learn! Jesus possessed the
Spirit “without measure,” but not until after
thirty years of walking with the Father as He
grew up, during that time daily increasing
“in wisdom and stature, and in favor
[approval] with God and man.” (Lk. 2:52)

If you would know the fullness of the
Spirit of Might, if you would have His
mighty power at work in and through you,
then bow very low in reverence before the
holy Presence that dwells within you, that
asks for your surrender to His guidance and
will, in even the least of things. Walk very
humbly, oh son of God, lest in anything you
should miss the mark of knowing and doing
His holy will. Live as one given up to a
power that has entire mastery over you, that
has complete possession of your inmost
being, of your will, mind, emotions, and
desires. Seek not, dear one, to gain personal
possession of the Spirit of Might. Set your
own will to find and do His will. Let the
Spirit of Might have possession of you, and
you shall surely stand among that glorious
company of sons upon whom shall rest the
sevenfold Spirit of God which is given to
them that obey Him! “For as many as are
led by [in strict obedience to] the Spirit of
God, they are the sons of God.” (Rom. 8:14)

In the Belgian Congo, the weather was
hot and dank. No breath of air stirred; leaves
hung from the trees as though they were
weighted. In the garden not far from the
missionary home, a small boy played under
a shade tree. Suddenly, his father called,
“Philip, drop to your stomach!”
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The boy obeyed at once, as he had been
taught to obey, and his father continued,
“Now crawl toward me fast.”

The boy again obeyed. After he had
come about half way, the father said, “Now
stand up and run to me.”

The boy reached his father and turned
to look back — hanging from the branch
under which he had been playing was a
fifteen-foot serpent!

Even so, dear Reader, obedience to the
Father is the route to victory over that
ancient serpent, which is the devil and
Satan. Obedience! They err who want the
fullness of the Spirit before they obey. It is in
a tender listening to the voice of the Spirit
and faithfulness to submit to His word that
the hearts of the sons of God are prepared
for the fullness of God.

When God commanded Israel to build
Him a holy place that He might dwell
among them and be their God, He said to
Moses, “According to all I show you, the
pattern of the dwelling, even so shall you
make it.” Moses obeyed, and we find in the
last two chapters of Exodus, eighteen times
the expression that all had been done “as the
Lord commanded.” It was in a house built
precisely to His specifications, the perfect
expression of His will, that God came to
dwell.

“Lo, I come to do Your will, O God.”
(Heb. 10:9) God comes down to dwell in
fullness in sons of obedience. He exercises
His Spirit of Might in His meek and humble
servants who are committed to doing His
will.
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Chapter 10 - The Spirit of Knowledge

Introduction

“These things says He who has the
seven Spirits of God.” (Rev. 3:1)

“And the Spirit of the Lord [Jehovah]
shall come upon Him, the Spirit of Wisdom
and Understanding, the Spirit of Counsel
and Might, the Spirit of Knowledge and of
the Fear of the Lord [Jehovah].” (Isa. 11:2)

The sixth Spirit of Sonship is the Spirit
of the Knowledge of the Lord. We are living
in a day when God has a controversy with
mankind, especially with those who name
His name and profess to be His people,
because there is no truth, or mercy, or
knowledge of God, but lying and swearing,
killing, stealing, and committing adultery.
More than twenty-seven centuries ago, God
had the same controversy with those who
were His. Through the prophet Hosea, God
declared to Israel, “Hear the word of the
Lord, you children of Israel; for the Lord has
a controversy with the inhabitants of the
land, because there is no truth, nor mercy,
nor knowledge of God in the land. ... My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge;
because you have rejected knowledge, I will
also reject you from being My priest...”
(Hos. 4:1, 6)

Ever since Adam’s first sin in Eden,
God has worked to bring forth in the earth a
royal priesthood to be His instrument in
bringing mankind into reconciliation with
Himself. In the days of Moses, God offered
this priesthood ministry to the nation of
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Israel. “Now if you will obey My voice
indeed, and keep My covenant, then you
shall be a peculiar treasure unto Me above
all people; for all the earth is Mine; and you
shall be unto Me a kingdom of priests, and a
holy nation.” (Ex. 19:5-6) Seven centuries
later, Hosea pronounced to the posterity of
this same people, “... because you have
rejected knowledge, I will also reject you
from being My priest...” (Hos. 4:6)

It 1s evident to all who have eyes to see
that the end of the age is now upon us. The
world is filled with knowledge leading them
to destruction, and the people of God are
chained with shackles of death and tradition.
But I declare unto you by the Word of God
that in this climactic hour, God is separating
a people from the knowledge of this present
evil world that He might impart unto them
the Spirit of Knowledge, for the Kingdom
age is even now at hand when that glorious
prophecy of Isaiah shall finally be fulfilled,
“They shall not hurt nor destroy in all My
holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of
the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters
cover the sea!” (Isa. 11:9)

The earth can only become filled with
the knowledge of the Lord after the Spirit of
Knowledge has fully rested upon the Christ
of God (both head and body). The Spirit of
Knowledge is one of the seven Spirits that
comes to rest upon this Anointed One, this
many-membered son of God. It is through
His ministry that the whole earth becomes
saturated with the knowledge of the Lord.
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This corporate Christ, this anointed
many-membered son (head and body) is the
royal priesthood destined to bring forth
God’s glorious Kingdom in the whole earth.
“You are a chosen generation, a royal priest-
hood, a holy nation, a peculiar people; that
you should show forth the praises of Him
who has called you out of darkness into His
marvelous light.” (1 Pet. 2:9) “And they sang
a new song, saying, You are worthy to take
the book, and to open the seals thereof; for
You were slain, and have redeemed us to
God by Your blood out of every kindred,
and tongue, and people, and nation; and
have made us kings and priests unto our
God; and we shall reign on the earth.” (Rev.
5:9-10)

Every Tree of the Garden
Gen. 2:8-9, 16-17, 25; 3:7, 22; Isa. 1:18;
Ezk. 18:4; Jn. 1:12; 6:53-54; 20:22;

1 Cor. 15:45-47; Eph. 2:1-7; 1 Tim. 5:6

God’s plan of the ages is the subject of
the entirety of Scripture. At the beginning of
the Record, God is seen creating man in His
own image, as the means of expressing Him-
self to the entire universe of created things.
And from the very first, we see Adam in a
relationship with three kinds of trees. To
understand God’s plan, we must understand
these trees and what they represent.

“And the Lord God planted a garden
eastward in Eden; and there He put the man
whom He had formed. And out of the
ground made the Lord God to grow every
tree that is pleasant to the sight, and good
for food; the tree of life also in the midst of
the garden, and the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil. The Lord God commanded
the man, saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden
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you may freely eat; but of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil, you shall not
eat of it; for in the day that you eat thereof
you shall surely die.”” (Gen. 2:8-9, 16-17) These
verses introduce us to the three classes of
trees which could be experienced by Adam:
(1) every tree of the garden, (2) the tree of
life, and (3) the tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.

A clear distinction is made between a
grove composed of “every tree that is good
for food” on the one hand, and on the other
hand the two trees which were “in the midst
of the garden,” the tree of life and the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil. “Every tree
of the garden” may be spoken of as a grove,
but these taken collectively are not the “tree
of life,” nor the “tree of the knowledge of
good and evil.” The passage clearly shows
that the latter two trees are special, unlike
any of the other trees in the garden.

The Hebrew word “ets” (pronounced
“ates”) is “tree” in English. “Etsim” is the
plural form. “Every tree” is in the plural form
and denotes a grove of trees, containing
many varieties. On the other hand, in every
reference of “the tree of life” and “the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil” the singular
form is used. We must conclude that “the
tree of life” and “the tree of the knowledge
of good and evil” are each one single,
unique tree, separate and distinct from all
the other trees. These two unique trees are
not included in the reference “every tree that
is pleasant to the sight, and good for food”
nor in the reference “of every tree in the
garden you may freely eat” Both the tree of
life and the tree of knowledge were of a
different nature from “every tree” of the
garden.
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After creating man, God put him in the
Garden of Eden and showed him these three
kinds of trees, and man’s whole life could be
pictured as a feast upon one tree or another.
God told Adam to be careful about eating of
these trees. If he ate of them in obedience to
God’s command, he would have life; if not,
he would have death. This was a matter of
life and death! The future of Adam (and all
his descendents) depended entirely upon his
relationship with these three kinds of trees!

“The Lord God commanded the man,
saying, ‘Of every tree of the garden you may
freely eat.”” (Gen. 2:16) Note that this was a
command, not just permission. What was
the first command God gave Adam after
putting him in the garden? To eat! Eating is
receiving. It is the most basic function of life.
It 1s striking that here at the creation of man
this was the first command given him — eat!
Receive! Take something into you!

This is still the first command to man.
“Receive the Holy Spirit.” (Jn. 20:22) “Truly,
truly I say unto you, Except you eat the flesh
of the Son of Man, and drink His blood, you
have no life in you. Whoever eats My flesh,
and drinks My blood, has eternal life.” (Jn.
6:53-54) “But as many as received Him [into
themselves], to them gave He power to
become the sons of God.” (Jn. 1:12)

But the command to eat also contained
a prohibition. “Don’t eat of the wrong tree!”
Since the tree of knowledge was the only
one prohibited, it is clear that the tree of life
was available to Adam, as was also every
other tree of the garden. However, Genesis
3:22 implies that man had not yet partaken
of the tree of life. Until the day he first ate of
the tree of knowledge, man had derived his
life entirely from the fruit of “every tree of
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the garden.” We must understand that as the
tree of life represents a realm of life, the tree
of knowledge also represents a realm of life
(or death), and “every tree of the garden”
likewise represent yet a third realm of life.

I do not see, as some teach, that Adam,
in the beginning, was a bright and glorious
spirit being, filled with Shekina light-glory,
and only in the Fall was he changed in the
atomic structure of his being to become a
natural flesh-being, made of earth, earthy.
This is contrary to the Word of God. The
Scriptures clearly reveal that “the Lord God
formed man of the dust of the ground, and
breathed into his nostrils the breath of life;
and man became a living soul.” (Gen. 2:7)
Note the order: (1) God formed man of the
dust of the ground. (2) God breathed into his
nostrils the breath of life. (3) Man became a
living soul. The result of uniting the body,
made of dust, with the breath of life is that
man “became a living soul.” It says nothing
of him becoming some kind of bright, light-
filled, spirit being. The breath of life
breathed into Adam’s nostrils was, there-
fore, the breath of soul life for it produced a
living soul, not a spirit, light-being.

This is precisely the point Paul makes
in 1 Corinthians 15:45-47, “... it is written,
‘The first man, Adam, was made a living
soul; the last Adam was made a life-giving
Spirit.” However, the spiritual is not first, but
the natural; then the spiritual. The first man
1s of the earth, earthy; the second man is the
Lord from heaven.” If the first man, Adam,
was originally a bright light-spirit being and
became a natural man of the earth when he
fell, then we would be compelled to reverse
the order to say, “However, the natural is
not first, but the spiritual; then the natural.”
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But in God’s book, the natural is first. Adam
in the flesh was first. Adam in the Spirit is
last. Jesus is the last Adam, the last man.
Jesus was spiritual, made a life-giving Spirit.
But the first man was made a living soul.

We also know that Adam and Eve were
not originally, before the Fall, clothed with
some kind of “bright Shekina light.” The
Record states plainly, “And they were both
naked, and were not ashamed.” (Gen. 2:25)
They were both naked, not “clothed” at all.
When? After they sinned? No. Before the
serpent ever beguiled Eve, from the very
beginning, the man and his wife were both
naked and had no shame in that nakedness.
Nowhere does the Scripture state that Adam
and Eve were originally “clothed” with light
and glory. What it does say is that they were
naked... but without shame in the presence
of one another and in the presence of God.

The only difference after they sinned
was that, “The eyes of them both were
opened, and they knew that they were
naked; and they sewed fig leaves together,
and made themselves aprons.” (Gen. 3:7) In
relation to their nakedness, sin brought a
knowledge. They “knew that they were
naked.” Of course they “knew” it — they had
just eaten of the tree of the knowledge!

The important point here is that Adam
at first did not walk in that transcendent life
and glory typified by the tree of life. The tree
of life speaks of the realm of Spirit life, God
life, the life of Christ the “life-giving Spirit.”
(1 Cor. 15:45) If Adam had been a glorious
spirit-being then he too could have been
called a life-giving Spirit. But he was not. He
was just a living soul. He had not yet eaten
from the tree of life. He derived all his life
from “every tree of the garden.”
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Let us look more closely at this man,
the living soul, who lived in the realm of life
typified by “every tree of the garden.” It is
true that Adam was created in the image of
God. But Paul tells us that that first man
was “of the earth, earthy.” (1 Cor. 15:47) He
was an earthly image of a heavenly being, a
natural, physical image of a spiritual being,
even as a marble statue is a stone image of a
physical man. The likeness is apparent, but
the one is only “in” the image of the other.
Being created in the image of God, Adam
possessed similar qualities — similar powers
of reason, memory, judgment, and will, and
with moral qualities of justice, benevolence,
compassion, and so on — though differing
widely in degree, range, and scope. His
“image” was as in an ancient mirror, dimly
reflecting the true. It was incomplete and
immature, yet to be tested and proven; but it
was still the very image of the Almighty. To
such an extent is man an image of God that
God can say even to fallen man, “Come, let
us reason together.” (Isa. 1:18)

There is a wonderful contrast between
man as we now see him, degraded by sin,
and the “perfect” (though immature) man
whom God originally made in His image.
Sin has gradually changed his features as well
as his character. Ignorance, licentiousness,
and devotion to depravity have so blurred
and marred humanity that in most, any like-
ness of God is nearly obliterated. The moral
and intellectual qualities are dwarfed, and
the animal instincts, unduly developed, are
no longer balanced by the higher. Even with
all the aid of medical science, man’s average
length of life worldwide is now about forty
years, whereas at first he survived more than
nine hundred even under a penalty of death!
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It is important that we understand that
Adam, though a perfect human being, was
neither a spiritual man nor an immortal
man. He was a soulish man, “a living soul.”
Only by feasting on the tree of life could he
have become spiritual and immortal. But as
long as he only ate of “every tree of the
garden,” Adam would remain a soulish
man, a living soul, in the image of God but
without the life of God within, rather like
that marble statue. Now, there is nothing
wrong with being soulish, except perhaps for
that deplorable propensity of falling into sin!
(See Ezk. 18:4 ff)

We generally think of a tree as a purely
physical thing: a hard, cold reality. But I
believe that physical things are also pictures
of even more “real” things in the spiritual
realm. Those trees in Eden may have
seemed quite normal, but it is quite clear
that they had eternal significance. Let’s look
at them from a spiritual perspective, and
may the Spirit of God graciously open the
eyes of our understanding that we may see
the significance of each of the three classes
of trees in the garden of God.

What is the significance of the first kind
of tree, called “every tree of the garden”?
These trees represent that realm of life in
which the first man lived before he fell. The
realm of unfallen human life, the living soul,
was a plane of life which far transcended the
realm of corruption and death which passed
upon man through the tree of knowledge.
But it was also a plane of life which was
inferior to the realm of life available to
Adam in the tree of life. Thus, “every tree of
the garden” signifies the natural realm of the
earth, the physical realm, the realm of the
perfect, sinless, living soul — human life.
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As a living soul, Adam feasted upon
the fruits of “every tree of the garden.”
These trees had no power to impart into him
the divine nature or the incorruptible life of
God. Those were contained only in the tree
of life. But neither did the other trees of the
garden impart into man death, corruption,
darkness, or any of the powers of Satan, as
those were contained only in the tree of
knowledge. Thus, “every tree of the garden”
signifies the natural realm of the living soul
in which Adam first had his being.

Has anyone else since Adam and Eve
ever dwelt in this realm of perfect natural
human life? Only one, the One who,
because of a supernatural birth, did not
inherit Adam’s sin nature, but rather was
conceived of the Holy Spirit. And Jesus did
not dwell there for long, as we shall see.

The Tree of Life

Jn. 1:1-4; 2 Cor. 4:18; 1 Jn. 1:1-2; Rev. 2:7

What does the second tree, the tree of
life, signify? Most assuredly it represents a
realm of life beyond what Adam already
possessed, beyond that perfect natural realm.
Adam already possessed soul life, so it was
not necessary for him to eat of the tree of life
to gain that kind of life. Therefore, the life
offered to man in the tree of life is a higher
kind of life than the life Adam possessed,
even God-life. It imparts more than some
“never-ending” version of the human life
which Adam could have retained simply by
refusing to eat of the tree of knowledge. This
tree of life lifts man up from the realm of
humanity, from a living soul, from even the
realm of perfect natural human life as Adam
had at the beginning, and infuses him with
divine life, even the life of God in Christ.
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According to the revelation of the
Scriptures, Jesus is not only our life today,
but from the very beginning, He has always
been the life of God Himself made available
to man. “In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with God, and the Word
was God. The same was in the beginning...
in Him was life; and the life was the light of
men.” (Jn. 1:1-4) “That which was from the
beginning, which we have heard, which we
have seen with our eyes, which we have
looked upon, and our hands have handled,
of the Word of Life [Christ], for the life was
manifested, and we have seen it, and show
unto you that eternal life, which was with
the Father.” (IJn. 1:1-2) The tree of life in
Eden was nothing else but the life of God in
Christ, freely available to Adam and Eve.

Has anyone ever eaten of the tree of
life? Most assuredly One has! The man
Jesus, the second Adam, was born into that
same perfect human life that the first Adam
had, the natural human life of “every tree in
the garden.” But He was not content to
dwell there for long! From early childhood
He wholeheartedly pursued His true Father,
God the Spirit, spending long hours in
prayer, learning the wisdom and knowledge
of God, and committing Himself to the will
and works of the Father. “Jesus increased in
wisdom and stature, and in favor with God
and man.” (Lk. 2:40) He was not “born” a
life-giving Spirit, He “became a life-giving
Spirit.” (1 Cor. 15:45) Yes, He was eating of
the tree of life. He continued to eat until His
baptism when the Holy Spirit came upon
Him. Then He was filled with life eternal,
the fullness of the seven Spirits of God. Thus
He literally, physically became the tree of
life, the source of life for all.
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The Tree of the Knowledge
of Good and Evil
Gen. 1:31; Rom. 7:18; 8:5-13; Gal. 6:8;
Eph. 2:2; 1 Jn.. 3:8, 10

What is the significance of the tree of
the knowledge of good and evil, the third
kind of tree in Eden? The first kind of tree
represents the natural realm, the realm of
perfect human soul life. The second kind of
tree represents the realm of incorruptible,
divine life. The third kind of tree is pictured
as the source of corruption, sin, and death.
This tree represents the realm of the carnal
mind under the dominion of Satan, for the
tree is unmistakably under the jurisdiction of
the wicked one. “For to be carnally minded
is death; but to be spiritually minded is life
and peace; because the carnal mind is
enmity against God; for it is not subject to
the law of God, neither indeed can be... For
if you live after the flesh, you shall die.”
(Rom. 8:5-13) “He who sows to his flesh shall
of the flesh reap corruption; but he who
sows to the Spirit [tree of life] shall of the
Spirit reap life everlasting.” (Gal. 6:8)

It is not our purpose in this book to
describe the nature of the death produced by
the tree of knowledge, but rather to consider
the properties generating that death. These
properties are called “the knowledge of good
and evil.” When man was first created under
the hands of God, he was declared by the
Creator to be “very good.” (Gen. 1:31) Thus,
good was indisputably inherent in man from
the beginning. When God pronounced man
to be “very good,” man at that point did not
possess the divine life of God; he was still
just a living soul. The eternal life of God in
Christ was available in the tree of life, but
Adam had not yet received it into himself.
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Yes, good was inherent in man’s nature
from the moment of his creation, but life
was not inherent — life had to be partaken of.
This demonstrates a fundamental difference
between “good” and “life.” These two items
are distinct — they are not the same thing.
Man was declared “good” long millennia
before any man was ever made a partaker of
divine life in Christ. Man as a “living soul”
was “good.” This means that the goodness
of man was contained in the soul of man.
The human life of man was originally good
and upright, nothing to be ashamed of, as
can be seen in the fact that the man and his
wife were naked but were not ashamed. The
natural life of Adam was without sin, yes,
but also without any knowledge of sin or
consciousness of shame. As created, Adam
and Eve were perfect in innocence.

When man sinned, he not only offended
God in his actions, which resulted in a sinful
situation, but, worse still, he was poisoned
by Satan in his life, which caused his life to
become defiled and corrupted. For example,
suppose | instruct my children not to play
with my tools in the tool chest. Due to their
childish impulses, after I leave home they
open up the chest and play with the tools.
This is simply a violation of my orders; they
have done wrong, but they are basically
unchanged — they are still the same children,
in pretty much the same condition (barring
some accident with the tools). However,
suppose instead I leave a jar of poison. I tell
the children, “Don’t touch this! It’s poison!”
After I leave, due to their childish curiosity,
they open the jar, examine its contents, and
then taste it. At this point, they have not
only disobeyed my orders, but, far worse,
they have taken the poison into themselves.
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This is what happened that tragic day
in Eden when Adam ate of the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil. Not only did he
disobey God’s explicit command, but he
also received the very mind, will, spirit, and
nature of Satan into himself. Henceforth,
man became inwardly complicated — a true
paradox; he now contained not only the
original good of the soul of man, but also the
evil and corrupted life of Satan in his carnal
mind. He still bore the image of the
almighty, eternal God, yet that image was
perverted, distorted, subtly changed, due to
the death now working within him.

One other fact should be noted. When
Adam took the spirit of Satan into himself,
his sin made him the same nature as Satan
qualitatively, though not quantitatively.

“He who commits sin 1s of the devil; for
the devil sins from the beginning.” (1 Jn. 3:8)
The devil sins from the beginning; Satan’s
sin was total. From the beginning, he
rebelled, to chose in himself to be a god of
another quality. Thus he set himself up as a
rival and alternative to God. His sin was
absolute. He became a god in reverse.

Adam’s fall was of the same quality as
Satan’s, but it was not total. Adam fell
through the temptation of another, through
deceit, lies, misrepresentation, and through
immaturity and his lack of wisdom and
understanding. He was responsible and
therefore guilty, for he chose to disobey
instead of seeking the way of escape right
there available to him, and therefore his fall
had the same quality of disobedience and
rebellion, but it was not absolute in the sense
of an open-faced willful rejection of God.
His interests were the attractions of the flesh
realm rather than revolt against God.
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If Adam could have kept both God and
sin, he would have done so. He hid from
God in his shame, but did not fight against
God as a rebel. His outlook was not totally
reversed as was Satan’s. Adam had not
irrevocably chosen evil to be his good — he
had merely added evil to his good! He was
more a kidnapped slave than a willing son of
the devil. Scripture speaks of us as children,
not sons, of the evil one. A child is defined
as “differing nothing from a servant.” (Gal.
4:1) Adam knew good and evil, whereas
Satan knows only evil as his good. Adam
had a moral sense, a conscience, an impress
of the image of God still in him, whereas
Satan doesn’t. God could and did meet and
commune with man immediately after his
fall. Adam was easily redeemable. Thus
God provided, from the foundation of the
world, the Lamb of God for his redemption.

This dual knowledge of good and evil is
the inner condition of the people in the
world today. Due to the fact that man has
the life both of Adam and the devil, one
good in nature and the other evil, he has the
innate desire on one hand to be good and
upright, and on the other hand he has an
inclination toward sin and evil. Therefore,
philosophers and psychologists engaged in
the study of human nature have projected
two opposing points of view: one, that man
is inherently good in nature, and the other,
that the nature of man is inherently evil.
Actually, we possess both of these natures
because we have within us both the “living
soul” aspect of Adam as he was created
“very good” and the sinful “death” aspect of
“the prince of the power of the air, the
demon spirit that still constantly works in
the children of disobedience.” (Eph. 2:2, AMP)
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Ever since this devilish life entered into
man, he manifests the devilish nature some
of the time according to the devilish life,
though he is also still able to manifest much
natural goodness according to his human
life. Man is truly schizophrenic! At times he
can be very good, agreeable and helpful; he
can act like a truly compassionate man. But
other times, as when he loses his temper and
flies into a rage, threatening and cursing, or
when he indulges himself in drunkenness,
lying, cheating, stealing, lust, swindling,
adultery, murder, and a multitude of other
sins, he bears a devilish appearance and is
full of the devilish characteristics. It is not of
his own will that man manifests the devilish
life; rather it is the life of the devil within
that usurps him and thus causes him to
become a devilish man and lead a life of
mixture: man and the devil, good and evil.

The good that is in man manifests itself
in areas such as the activities of this world’s
philanthropic institutions, church programes,
civic organizations, doctors, orphanages,
social action, government welfare agencies,
hospitals, relief societies, and a million other
things by which men seek to be generous,
kind, compassionate, moral, and to improve
the condition of their fellow man. Men do
not have to be saved to have good in them!
I’'m quite sure that you yourself have friends
whom you consider very good, though they
have no relationship to God through Jesus
Christ. Before we were saved, there was
often in our minds a natural desire to do
good, to honor our parents, to be helpful to
those around us, to be an upstanding citizen.
These ideas spring from the inherent good in
man. They prove that, even before we were
converted, this principle of good was in us.
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But the devil is there, too! In the very
people who often express so many good
qualities, at other times, one can see greed,
selfishness, strife, hypocrisy, immorality,
rage, and a multitude of other evils. Hence,
we know that within the natural man there
are two different lives — the good life of man
as created, the living soul, and the devilish
life of Satan. Though man has both kinds of
life in him, he obtained them at two different
junctures due to two different occurrences.
First, man obtained the good life of natural
humanity at creation. Second, man obtained
the evil life of Satan in the Fall.

Though man was created “very good”
he did not “know” he was good until he ate
of the tree of knowledge. The reason for this
1s simple: for someone to understand “good,”
he needs to have something bad or evil to
compare it with. Before the Fall, Adam’s
only comparison was with God, who is so
much higher that at best Adam would have
to consider himself as having fallen short of
God’s glory. He did not think of himself as
bad or evil; he only knew he needed to
mature into all God had planned for him.
But then when he fell, he knew what evil is.
Now everything changed, for he was surely
bet